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The Santa Claus Book comes with this paper!
•   Christmas greetings   •   Inspirational messages

•   Filipino temporary workers share Christmas traditions   •   Le� ers to Santa

Prov Bay arena, 
Spring Bay hall 
recommended for 
closure in 2026
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Chi-Cheemaun parent company says it will 
consider four sailings during the peak season

by Michael Erskine
CENTRAL MANITOULIN—
Following a lively committee 
debate, it will be recommended 
to Central Manitoulin council 
to close the Spring Bay Hall and 
to refrain from putting ice in 
at the Providence Bay arena in 
2026.

The motion to recommend to 
council closure of the Spring 
Bay Hall came following an 
earlier presentation to the com-
mittee of the ‘Recreation Infra-
structure Report’ from 3rdline 
Studio, Perkins & Will and Si-
erra Planning, the consultants 
hired to assess the communi-

ty’s recreational infrastructure. 
Adding to the decision was a 
disclosure that the floor in the 
hall’s kitchen was sloping due 
to foundation issues and water 
infiltration that is causing rot 
in the floor joists.

Although the 2025 budget in-
dicates a $5,000 capital invest-
ment for the hall, those funds 
were allocated for the building 
assessment. The actual cost of 
repairs would rise to beyond the 
tens of thousands of dollars—
even up to $100,000.

The motion moved by Coun-
cillor Rose Diebolt and second-

by Tom Sasvari
OWEN SOUND—It appears that the Owen Sound 
Transportation Company (OSTC) may consider a 
request from members of the Manitoulin Munic-
ipal Association (MMA) to provide for four sail-
ings of the M.S. Chi-Cheemaun during the ship’s 
peak summer sailing season between South Bay-
mouth and Tobermory.

The OSTC wrote in a statement to The Expos-
itor, “OSTC always evaluates any additional op-
tions to increase service where possible.”

As was reported in a recent edition of The Ex-
positor, the MMA is requesting the (OSTC) and 
the province to return to four daily sailings of the 
M.S. Chi-Cheemaun during the peak summer sail-
ing season. While the M.S. Chi-Cheemaun saw an 
increase in passenger and vehicle numbers this 

past season, the current sailing schedule of two 
sailings in the summer has made it more difficult 
for local residents to book a ticket on a sailing, 
especially if it is not booked early.

Dale Scott, a Central Manitoulin councillor 
told members of the MMA at a meeting last week 
that the OSTC will soon be looking at setting its 
schedule for 2026. “Passenger traffic on the ferry 
increased 4.7 percent this year, with a 1.4 percent 
increase in vehicle traffic. With that type of in-
crease the ferry is filled the majority of the time, 
and pre-COVID 19 there were four sailings in the 
summer season on the ferry. Once COVID was 
gone, they (OSTC) never brought the number of 
sailings per day back to four.”

M’Chigeeng First Nation 
Chief Morgen Hare reinstated 
M’CHIGEENG—M’Chigeeng 
First Nation Chief Morgen Hare 
has been reinstated to his lead-
ership position, after a decision 
in court last week. 

In a message to M’Chigeeng 
First Nation and membership, 
M’Chigeeng band council, in a 
release last week reported, “On 
December 9, M’Chigeeng First 
Nation council received an in-
terim decision in the legal mat-
ter between M’Chigeeng First 
Nation and Morgen Hare. Coun-
cil would like to inform the 
community and membership 
that Mr. Hare will be reinstated 
to the office of the Chief imme-
diately.”

“Community operations will 
continue as usual and will not 
be disrupted,” the M’Chigeeng 
council release states, “This 
decision is an interim decision 
until the final hearing about the 
removal and the call for the gen-
eral election. The final hearing 
will be on February 11, 2026. At 
that hearing, the federal court 
will examine all evidence and 
arguments and will issue a deci-
sion about whether Chief Hare 
will be permanently reinstat-
ed.”

“We appreciate the commu-
nity’s patience and understand-
ing as we follow the court’s di-
rection. We remain committed 
to serving the best interests of 
M’Chigeeng First Nation and 
its membership during this 
period, and at all times mov-
ing forward,” the notice reads. 
“We will continue to update the 

community on future develop-
ments.”

“As you may be aware, Mor-
gen Hare challenged the deci-
sion of council to remove him 
from office, (a decision) made 
June 30, 2025. The challenge has 

Lake Huron water levels expected to 
drop by one metre by the year 2030
by Tom Sasvari
GEORGIAN BAY—Conveyance of water in the 
St. Clair River area continues and is contribut-
ing to lower water levels, says the chair of the 
Georgian Bay Great Lakes Foundation.

“In 2020, an Environment Canada Climate 
Change study predicted that by 2030 Lake Mich-
igan/Huron water levels are to fall by one metre 
below the 2013 level’s record low,” said Mary 
Muter in a deputation she made to the Town-
ship of Archipelago at a workshop last Friday. 
“Since Michigan/Huron levels are already 0.5 
metres lower than they should be, it means we 
will see levels down to 174.5 metres. This will 
devastate the Georgian Bay wetlands, make 

navigation hazardous and make it impossible 
to get to some cottages. It will be an economic 
and ecological disaster for Georgian Bay for the 
entire coastline including local municipalities.”

Ms. Muter told The Expositor, “We contracted 
the internationally respected coastal consulting 
engineering firm again, W.F. Baird and Asso-
ciates this past fall to determine if conveyance 
increase in the St. Clair River has continued.”

“What was determined is the conveyance 
is continuing and is caused by US ships going 
through St. Clair (when the seaway is supposed 
to be closed),” said Ms. Muter. She explained 
there is one company that travels up the Missis-

Sheguiandah
First Nation 
elects Pearl 
Waindubence 
as new ogimaa
by Michael Erskine
SHEGUIANDAH FN—Pearl 
Waindubence has hit the 
ground running after being 
elected Ogimaa of Sheguiandah 
First Nation in the December 9 
band council elections.

“I was very surprised,” ad-
mitted Gimaa Waindubence, 
“and happy too!” she adds.

Gimaa Waindubence will be 
heading up a council that is 
comprised of new members, 
with the exception of herself 
and Councillor Carrie Wain-
dubence. “We have a young 
council,” she said. “I am look-
ing forward to working with the 
new council and I want to con-
gratulate the old chief and coun-
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UNWRAP YOUR SAVINGS SALE

P R E - O W N E D  V E H I C L E S

*Prices do not include tax, insurance or licencing fees

$34,999*

STK# 25-1220

2020 RAM 2500 BIG HORN
• 6.7L Cummins, Crew Cab
• Surround View Camera
• Cloth Upholstery

• Tonneau Cover
• ONLY 90,000 KMs

STK#33127 $58,995*

2022 FORD ESCAPE SEL
• 1.5L Turbo, AWD
• Leather/Mesh Seats
• Built-in Navigation

• Lane Assist
• ONLY 93,000 KMs

$25,900*
STK# P1472

2019 RAM 2500 BIG HORN
• 6.7L Cummins, Crew Cab
• Cloth Upholstery
• Built-in Navigation

• BackRack
• 193,000 KMs

$41,999*
STK# 25-1227AAA

2023 BUICK ENCORE GX
• 1.3L Turbo
• Surround View Camera
• Heated Seats

• Remote Start
• ONLY 76,000 KMs

$23,995*
STK# 25-1169A

2022 RAM 1500 REBEL
• 5.7L HEMI V8, Crew Cab
• Leather/Mesh Seats
• 12" LCD Touchscreen

• Tonneau Cover
• 159,000 KMs

STK# 25-206A $39,999*

2025 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE L
• 3.6L V6, 6-Seater
• Wireless Charging Pad
• Adaptive Cruise Control

• Dual-Pane Sunroof
• Hidden Hitch

FREE SNOW TIRES!

2025 JEEP COMPASS SPORT
• 2.0L Turbo, 4WD
• Leather/Mesh Seats
• Lane Assist

• Heated Seats
• Amazing Fuel Economy

STK# 25-1212YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY!

2025 JEEP COMPASS SPORT
• 2.0L Turbo, 4WD
• Heated Seats
• Cloth Upholstery

• Smart Device Integration
• Amazing Fuel Economy

STK# 25-1225 FREE SNOW TIRES!

2026 RAM 1500 REBEL
• 3.0L Twin Turbo, Crew Cab
• Heated/Cooled F/Seats
• Dual Wireless Charger

• Tonneau Cover
• Split Tailgate

STK# 26-1014

2019 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA
• 3.6L V6, 4WD
• Leather Seats
• Built-In Navigation

• Removable Hardtop/Doors
• ONLY 71,000 KMs

STK# 25-9631

2023 RAM 1500 LIMITED
• 5.7L HEMI, Crew Cab
• Heated/Cooled F/Seats
• Dual-Pane Sunroof

• Tonneau Cover
• ONLY 23,000 KMs

STK# 23-1260 CALL FOR $$$

2019 SUBARU FORESTER
• 2.5L Engine, AWD
• Power Sunroof
• CD Player

• Subaru X-MODE
• ONLY 103,000 KMs

STK# 25-275AA $23,999*

2020 RAM 2500 LIMITED
• 6.7L Cummins, Crew Cab
• Heated/Cooled Seats
• Surround View Camera

• Winter Grill Cover
• 110,000 KMs

$59,999*
STK# 25-112B

2023 CHEVROLET MALIBU 1LT
• 1.5L Turbo
• Heated Seats
• Cloth Upholstery

• Lane Assist
• ONLY 75,000 KMs

STK# P1501 $23,995*

2022 MAZDA 3 GS
• 2.5L Turbo, AWD
• Lane Assist
• Heated Seats

• Amazing Fuel Economy
• ONLY 51,000 KMs

STK# 25-111BA
$24,999*

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY!

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
• 6.2L V8, Crew Cab
• Heated Seats
• Front Bench Seating

• Tonneau Cover
• ONLY 87,000 KMs

$41,995*
STK# 25-211A
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The Manitoulin Bone Builders First Lego League challenge team are shown in a competition held this past Saturday 
in North Bay.

Trinity United Church in 
Mindemoya has been sold
to Central Manitoulin
by Michael Erskine
MINDEMOYA—The Munici-
pality of Central Manitoulin 
has purchased the former Trin-
ity United Church property in 
Mindemoya.

CAO Denise Deforge con-
firmed the purchase, noting 
that the building is well-suited 
for community use, being fully 
accessible and compliant with 
the Accessibility for Ontari-
ans with Disabilities Act. 

“We also use, and have histor-
ically shared the cost of plow-
ing, the parking lot at the prop-
erty to access our fuel tanks for 
the Mindemoya arena,” she not-
ed. “So it really made sense.”

Former church pastor Rev. 
Kim Inglis explained in a pre-
vious interview that one of the 
reasons the church was for sale, 
“is there are no longer enough 
people in the church to put on 
community events, the average 

age of the congregation is about 
78, and putting on events is get-
ting tougher to do.”

Rev. Inglis noted when the 
church was closing that, “the 
church includes parishioners 
from Providence Bay (the Unit-
ed Church there was sold pre-
viously) and Kagawong (where 
the church was given to Billings 
township in 2018). They all oper-
ated as separate churches, and 
then with Providence Bay and 
Kagawong parishioners, be-
came one community of faith.”

Unfortunately, the COVID 
pandemic proved to be the fi-
nal nail in the coffin for Trinity 
United Church, as many of the 
parishioners did not return to 
the pews when the pandemic 
had subsided.

“The church is over 100 years 
old, at least the older part of Robotics youths, Bone Builders, named 

‘Rising Stars’ at Lego League challenge
MANITOULIN—Three cheers for the Manitoulin 
Bone Builders First Lego League challenge team! 

“The team competed in North Bay on Saturday 
and made us so proud,” said Yana Bauer, men-
tor of the Manitoulin Secondary School (MSS) 
Manitoulin Metal #6865 robotics team. “Con-
gratulations to their mentors Samuel (Pennings) 
and Dylan (Kuntsi, the latter who was unable to 
attend the competition this Saturday), who were 
nominated by the team for the Youth Mentor 
Award.”

“The robot and code performed well and con-
sistently. They rocked the innovation presenta-
tion,” continued Ms. Bauer. “The team walked 
away with the Rising All-Star award. This award 
celebrates a team that the judges notice and ex-
pect great things from in the future.”

The team members included Gabe Hillyard, 
Theo Desjardins, Easton Lauber, Reese Sabourin, 
Greta Von Schmeling and Olivia McCormick. 

There were 19 teams in the competition, with 

teams from all over Ontario, said Ms. Bauer. “The 
team did great, this was the first year we have 
had a team compete in that division (age 9-13), 
and this was the first time they had competed as 
a team,” she said, noting the team had started its 
season in September.

The name Manitoulin Bone Builders was cho-
sen by the team as the event had an archaeolog-
ical theme, said Ms. Bauer. “The team competed 
with the robot, had to solve an archaeological 
problem, and they made an actual functional app. 
They had made the app and sent it to an archae-
ologist for his feedback; and were provided sev-
eral compliments on their work. We (as mentors) 
were very impressed.”

“The team had to make a presentation to judg-
es at the competition and be interviewed. Samuel 
(Pennings) who had helped the team prepare over 
the last couple of weeks did an incredible job,” 

Gore Bay residents will see 
water rates rise by 7 percent
by Tom Sasvari
GORE BAY—Gore Bay council 
recently passed a motion that 
will see its water/wastewater 
budget increase by seven per-
cent for local water users.

“I understand we need to 
keep up with maintenance 
work on the water system, and 
to build up our reserves for the 
future and that some our infra-
structure is old. After hearing 
the presentation here tonight 
I don’t know what else we can 
do,” said Gore Bay councillor 
Dan Forest, at a recent council 
meeting. He pointed out that 
even with an increase in the 
budget for 2026, the Gore Bay 
water rates are probably the 
lowest among Island and area 
municipalities.

Treasurer Michael Lalonde 

said, “Why are we looking at 
November (to set the rates)? 
Approving the water and waste-
water budget for 2026 now will 
provide residents with stable, 
predictable rates. This early ap-
proval eliminates the need for 
adjustments, giving residents 
the clarity and time to plan 
their budgets without unexpect-
ed changes.”

In his presentation to coun-
cil Mr. Lalonde explained there 
has been substantial preventa-
tive maintenance conducted on 
the water system for the past 
two years. He also said it is very 
important for the municipali-
ty to build up its reserves for 
future maintenance and opera-
tions.Robyn Yaschuk feted with Award 

for Excellence by St. Joseph’s Lodge
by Tom Sasvari
SUDBURY—A St. Joseph’s 
Lodge (Gore Bay) employee has 
been named one of 17 recipients 
of the St. Joseph’s of Sault Ste. 
Marie Awards for Excellence 
recipient.

Robyn Yaschuk, infection 
prevention and control lead and 
staff educator at St. Joseph’s 
Lodge was one of the employ-

ees recognized by St. Joseph’s 
Health Centre (SJHC) as an em-
ployee whose work is “inspired 
by faith, moved by compassion, 
and driven by hope.”

“Robyn has worked here for 
over 30 years,” said a co-work-
er who nominated Ms. Yaschuk 
for the award. “She started as 
a PSW (personal support work-
er) and has moved into many 

positions including registered 
practical nurse (RPN), restor-
ative care, and now as infection 
prevention and control lead and 
staff educator.”

“She is always here for the 
residents willing to do anything 
they need. If we need a nurse or 
PSW on the floor, she puts on 
her scrubs and her smile on and 
gets right on the floor with us,” 
her nominator wrote. “Robyn 
has also taken on palliative care 
as one of her projects and is 
trying to make it so important 
here at the Lodge. She is always 
smiling and willing to help with 
staff and residents. If we have 
a question, she either answers 
it or goes and finds the answer 
and comes right back to us.”

“I was very surprised to be 
chosen for this award. It is real-
ly nice to be recognized for the 
work I have done here,” said 
Ms. Yaschuk. 

Ms. Yaschuk has worked at 
St. Joseph’s Lodge (formerly the 
Manitoulin Lodge), “for 31 years 
as of last June,” she told The Ex-
positor. “I first came here on a 
co-op program in high school. 
Once you find something that 
you love to do, you stay with it.” 

SJHC has named this year’s 
recipients of the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph of Sault Ste. Marie Awards 
for Excellence. The awards are 

Two Island BMO employees 
are named ‘Best of the Best’
by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—Two employees at Bank of Montreal locations on 
Manitoulin Island have been recognized with ‘Best of the Best’ rec-
ognition.

Deborah Woods, branch manager of the BMO in Gore Bay, and 
Holly MacDonald, a customer service representative who works in 
the Little Current and Manitowaning BMO offices, were both nom-
inated by their peers and recognized with the BMO Annual Best of 
the Best recognition.

“This is an incredible achievement to be recognized,” Ms. Woods 
told The Expositor. “I certainly can’t take the credit without prais-
ing my amazing team, without them I can’t help others.”

“I am truly grateful to work alongside such talented and commit-
ted individuals who go above and beyond daily,” said Ms. Woods. 
“They are just a really great, fun team to work with.”

Ms. Woods has been with BMO for 18 years, having taken over 
as branch manager on June 11, 2012, and previous to that being a 
financial service manager (for three years) and a customer service 
representative for three years. This is the third time she has been 
nominated and awarded a Best of the Best recognition. 

Kathleen Violette, personal banking associate at the Gore Bay 

Sheguiandah First Nation elects all 
but one new face to the council table
by Michael Erskine
SHEGUIANDAH—The Shegui-
andah First Nation band elec-
tion held on December 9 elect-
ed Pearl Waindubence as chief 
along with four councillors, 
Carrie Waindubence, Valerie 
Assinewai, Nathan Shawanda 
and Xoë Roy Peltier. Sheguian-
dah First Nation elections are 
held under the Indian Act reg-
ulations and positions are held 
for two years.

Ogimaa Waindubence re-
ceived a total of 43 votes, 25 in 
the regular poll and 18 mail-in 
ballots. Aaron Bowerman re-
ceived 18 regular poll votes and 
19 mail-in ballots. Larry Russell 
Lemarr received five votes in 
the regular poll and one mail-
in ballot. Former chief Elvis 
Mishibinijima received 22 regu-
lar poll votes and 11 mail-in bal-
lots. Ruby Thompson received 
22 regular poll votes and nine 
mail-in ballots. There were no 
spoiled ballots.

In the race for a council seat, 
Carrie Waindubence received 
a total of 70 votes, Valerie As-
sinewai received a total of 57 
votes, Nathan Shawanda re-
ceived a total of 56 votes and for-
mer youth chief Xoë Roy Peltier 
received a total of 55 votes.

Of the other candidates in 
running, Andrew Aguonie re-
ceived a total of 34 votes, Mi-
chelle Bond received a total of 
0 votes, Josephine Fox received 
a total of 53 votes, Larry Russell 
Lamarr (who also ran for chief) 
received a total of 26 votes, Don-
na Rainey received a total of 27 

Community invited 
to Christmas dinner 
at LC United Church
by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—Christ-
mas is a time for gatherings of 
friends and family, but with 
family spread out far across 
the land, many spend Christ-
mas alone. A group of volun-
teers in Little Current took it 
upon themselves to organize a 
community Christmas dinner 
aimed at ensuring those new 
to the area, or who will simply 
be alone, or whatever their cir-
cumstances, can enjoy Christ-
mas dinner in the company of 
others.

The Christmas dinner is free 
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“who dares not offend cannot be honest”

One Manitowaning Road
opinion

editorial
2025 has been a year of many changes and challenges

What a year of changes this has been!
Looming large over great swaths of Canada is the ongoing trade 

issue with the United States which, since the re-election of Presi-
dent Trump just over a year ago, has seen that country’s industries 
pushed to “buy American” through a system of punishing tariffs 
on many foreign (like Canada) supplies.

Nearby Algoma Steel in Sault Ste. Marie will lose 1,000 jobs by 
spring as a result both of the tariffs costing the company to lose 
American business because of suddenly higher-priced product and 
also because the plant is re-tooling and modernizing in order to 
stay in business and the jobs would have been lost anyway, but not 
this soon.

This is a nearby example but variations on this theme are rever-
berating throughout other sectors: auto workers, sawmill and for-
estry workers, aluminum smelter workers and their bauxite min-
ing colleagues in addition to the myriad of industries that support 
the steel making, aluminum manufacturing, softwood lumber and 
domestic car and truck manufacturing sectors.

It’s a lot of jobs.
Will this impact people’s holiday plans and so effect Manitoulin’s 

tourism industry? Quite possibly.
But we have been through this before, as a travel destination, and 

have weathered downtimes in the economy in the early 1980s, early 
1990s, the market correction of 2008, the SARS epidemic (largely in 
Toronto) in 2002 and, most recently, the scourge of COVID.

The Chi Cheemaun keeps sailing, the swing bridge keeps swing-
ing (with a new two-lane model on the horizon) and Manitoulin’s 
industries, tourist and otherwise, keep on humming along. We ex-
pect this to continue.

At the Expositor, there have been changes too, as some long-time 
members of staff left and others joined the ranks.

Kevin Spikes joined The Expositor this spring as Director of 
Sales and Marketing. Kevin and his wife realized a long-held dream 
and moved permanently to Manitoulin fairly recently, after having 
vacationed here since he was a child. For Kevin, a job at a news-
paper is coming full circle as he is a graduate of Ryerson’s (now 
Toronto Metropolitan University) famed journalism department, 
although he has never worked directly in that field and still doesn’t 
but now he is a vital part of an institution that is defined by jour-
nalism and journalists. It’s interesting that Kevin’s circular path 
from his education to now having a tangential relationship with 
what he once considered his calling has been echoed by other staff 
changes in The Expositor.

Robyn McGauley, who Kevin replaced, had spent two years in 
sales and customer service with the paper and she left this job to re-
turn to a career in bookkeeping and financial administration, her 
long-time work prior to joining us.

And just recently, Debbie Bailey, after 10 years with the paper as 
circulation manager (and a myriad of other important tasks) has 
taken a new job with a community support organization.

While Debbie will be working in the administration side of her 
new employer, the fact is that her post-secondary education was 
as a social service worker so, like Kevin, she also has a tangential 
relationship with others who work for the same employer but in a 
social services worker capacity. Life is funny, sometimes.

While we were sorry to lose Debbie, we are welcoming Carrie 
Green who is just now learning about the many hats Debbie wore 
(and Debbie has been generous in coaching Carrie on her own time 
after work and on weekends). Thanks very much for this, Debbie. 
We wish you well.

This year we also welcomed back Xoë Roy to the production 
apartment. This year has seen a lot of big changes for Xoë. She is a 
new mom to a bouncing baby girl and was also just elected as band 
councillor for Sheguiandah First Nation. What a year! 

Another big change is, in fact, a loss for us and for The Manitou-
lin Island community.

Petra Wall told us last fall that, as she was approaching a particu-
lar milestone birthday, she would be retiring her monthly column, 
‘Now and Then’ in which, for 22 years, she has sat down with indi-
viduals, sometimes couples, and has told their Manitoulin stories, 
complete with illustrations.

This has been an enormous body of work, and it all began when 
someone sent a letter to the editor suggesting that profiles of older 
Manitoulin people would be something they would like to read in 

The Expositor.
Petra saw the letter and was moved to call The Expositor Office 

to say “I would like to do that.” And the rest is history, literally, as 
through Petra’s columns we learned much about the Manitoulin of 
the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s and 1950s.

Thank you, Petra, this was a Herculean effort and irreplaceable.
This year we also said goodbye to our long-time Manitoulin Sec-

ondary School correspondent Alexandra Wilson-Zegil who was not 
only good at this job but also good at lots of other things as well. 
She’s off to McMaster University now where she is a charter mem-
ber of a brand-new elite program that has a focus on national and 
international social and political thought.

We are pleased to welcome Sara-Marie Wassegijig as the new 
Kids in the Hall correspondent.

Manitoulin is a sporty place and André Leblanc’s weekly column 
‘Manitoulin Sporting Life’ (which happens to appear on the front 
page of the Manitoulin Expositor LIFE second section) does an 
excellent job of recording the accomplishments of Island athletes, 
at home and abroad, young and older. All very important news. 
Thanks André. Well done.

Heather Marshall, for three years, did an excellent job of intro-
ducing people who were ‘New-ish to Manitoulin.’ Heather is still 
doing this but a little more specifically as her focus is now on intro-
ducing serving members of the Island’s three police forces and is 
appropriated titled ‘On the Beat.’ Thank you, Heather, for helping 
us to get to know our friends, the policemen/women a little better.

Dr. Joe Shorthouse, emeritus professor of botany at Laurentian 
University, combs Manitoulin for unique natural finds in the myr-
iad worlds of plants and insects and often shares his insights with 
readers, usually on page 5. Thank you, Dr. Joe 

Claire Cline is the Mindemoya librarian where she also keeps 
company with Book Mice who share their insights on must-reads 
at her library and Claire, in turn, passes them on in the pages of 
The Expositor. It’s a good arrangement.

As usual, we will acknowledge Shelly Pearen, who lives in Otta-
wa but has an abiding interest in all things Manitoulin.

Ms. Pearen is a historian, history is always being created and, 
last spring, Shelly took on the task of reporting that Manitoulin 
Island was one of the ‘Ten Places in Canada that every Canadi-
an should visit’ following a Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) initiative that saw citizens nominate places for this distinc-
tion and, following a process of elimination, Canadians were asked 
to choose their Top Ten and Manitoulin is one of their choices.

Thanks, Shelly, for this and all of the other valuable submissions 
you’ve made over many years.

Some things do no change, at least not often. In this newspaper, 
this would certainly include the rural correspondents and they 
are, by name and community: Karen Noble, Silver Water; Heath-
er Theijsmeijer and Jill Ferguson, Kagawong (Team Fergmeijer); 
Enid Runnals, Barrie Island; Elaine Bradley, Meldrum Bay; and 
Alexia Hanningan, Providence Bay,

Thank you all for the news and thank you as well to the rural 
mail contractors who deliver it, in addition to our Postmasters and 
staff.

The Expositor also appreciates the communiques and helpful in-
formation from the Island’s three police forces who help very much 
with reporting.

To our advertising friends, our readers in print and online, best 
wishes for a Happy Christmas and for good health for all of us in 
the years ahead.

Sincerely,
The staff  of  The Manitoulin Expositor

Alicia McCutcheon
Rick and Julia McCutcheon

Tom Sasvari
Kerrene Tilson

Michael Erskine
Marilyn Harasym

Kevin Spikes
Xoë Roy

Sean Soderman
Carrie Green

Jake McColman

MANITOULIN—Manitoulin Island has 
been listed as one of the top 12 Canadian Is-
lands most people have never heard of!

The online site of Travel, Culture, Life on 
December 12 listed, “12 Canadian Islands 
most people have never heard of.”

“Canada’s coastline stretches for more 
than 200,000 kilometres, making it the lon-
gest in the world. Hidden within this vast 
expanse are thousands of Islands that re-
main off the radar for most travelers,” re-
ported Travel, Culture, Life.

“Most Canadians could name a handful of 
popular islands without much thought. But 
the country holds far more than the usual 

suspects. Some of these lesser-known plac-
es have fascinating histories, rare wildlife, 
or stunning scenery that rivals that of more 
famous destinations,” continued Travel, 
Culture, Life.

Manitoulin Island was included in the 
list of 12 islands including the Sable Island, 
Nova Scotia, Fogo Island, Newfoundland 
Labrador, Haida Gwai, British Colum-
bia, Anitosti Island, Quebec, Pelee Island, 
Grand Manan Isle in New Brunswick, Ile 
d’Orleans, Quebec, Saturna Island, B.C. 
Magdalen Islands, Quebec, Lennox Island, 
Prince Edward Island and Herschel Island, 
Yukon.

“Manitoulin Island is the largest freshwa-
ter island in the world, located in Lake Hu-
ron. It spans more than 2,700 square kilome-
tres and contains over 100 inland lakes of its 
own. The island is home to several First Na-
tions communities and offers hiking trails, 
beaches, and cultural experiences. Despite 
its size and beauty, it remains relatively un-
known outside of Ontario,” reported Trav-
el, Culture, Life.

On CBC earlier this year, Manitoulin Is-
land was named one of the Must Places vis-
itors to Canada should visit.

Manitoulin Island remains largely undiscovered
That despite being named by CBC as a “must visit” destination
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Manitoulin Island communities celebrate Christmas with style

Santa is here! Becky Deeg and her two young daughters had the chance to 
visit with Santa Claus at Bousquet Realty this past Sunday as part of the Gore 
Bay business annual Kids Christmas shopping spree.   

Lynn Osborne of Island General Merchandise store in Gore Bay, had lots of 
young shoppers visit the store in Gore Bay this past Sunday as the Gore Bay 
%XVLQHVV·�DQQXDO�.LGV�&KULVWPDV�6KRSSLQJ�6SUHH�ZDV�KHOG�

Getting artsy with it! There were smiles all around as both kids and adults 
plyed their hand at some creative endeavours during the Little Current Public 
School Christmas celebration.

Lydia Burlein of Spindles Rekindled 
was one of many vendors on hand 
for the Gore Bay Harbour Centre 
Christmas vendor market.

Ada Nicholls, Lauren Musquetier 
and Charlotte Bussieres were helpful 
elves at Little Current Public School.

Santa and Mrs. Claus were a hit at the Northeastern Manitoulin and the 
,VODQG·V�&KULVWPDV�3DUDGH�LQ�/LWWOH�&XUUHQW�

Christmas crafts with Star Newegahbow was a popular part of the 
'HEDMHKPXMLJ�6WRU\WHOOHU·V�&KULVWPDV�PDUNHW�

Community Christmas parades put plenty of colour into a white Christmas. 
These characters were having an absolute ball.

7KLV�¶0LFNH\�0RXVH�&OXEKRXVH�DQG�DOO�2XU�)ULHQGV·�ÁRDW�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�
in the annual Gore Bay Santa Claus parade.

Tree lighting is a great opportunity for community members to get together for 
a wee bit of caroling.

6WXII�WKH�&UXLVHU�D�KXJH�VXFFHVV��7KH�8&&0�$QLVKQDDEH�3ROLFH�6HUYLFH�KHOG�D�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO�¶6WXII�WKH�&UXLVHU·�IRRG�DQG�WR\�GULYH�UDLVLQJ�����������WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�0DQLWRXOLQ�)DPLO\�5HVRXUFHV�
&KULVWPDV��0)5��KDPSHU�DQG�IRRG�GULYH��)URP�OHIW�DUH�6HUJHDQW�-RH�1RDNZHJLMLJ��6HUJHDQW�'HVL�%HDP��'DYH�0DFN�VHUJHDQW�FRPPXQLW\�PRELOL]DWLRQ��'HWHFWLYH�6HUJHDQW�-HII�7HHW]HO��&ROOHHQ�+LOO�
H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�RI�0)5��6WDII�6HUJHDQW�%UDG�0DFN��'HSXW\�3ROLFH�&KLHI�'DQ�'HVSDWLH��3ROLFH�&KLHI�-DPHV�.LOOHHQ��6HUJHDQW�'DQ�%XVVLHUHV�DQG�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�6HUJHDQW�7RGG�)R[�

Debajehmujig Christmas featured 
6N\H�7UXGHDX·V�EXLOG�\RXU�RZQ�FDNH�
Sweets and Treats by Skyeanne.

)RUPHU� /LWWOH� &XUUHQW� 0D\RU� -RKQ�
Hodder proves you are never too old 
to hang with the guy in the red suit.
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Just like that, we are stocking the pan-
tries, jarring and processing meat from 
the hunt, trimming the trees, unrav-
elling the ribbons, wreaths, lights and 
bows, all the while managing the holiday 
parties, kids’ sports, Christmas concerts, 
cards, calls and office closures. And 
you’re busier than Santa’s Elves with 
the long overdue- glow-ups of your hous-
es, halls, families, elf-on-a-shelf full scale 
productions and even yourself! Don’t for-
get the impromptu, emergency, cat-dog-
squirrel-toddler rescues from in and un-
der the Christmas trees and snowbanks! 
These are the things that keep the Sea-
son bright and downright Squirrelly! We 
slid unknowingly and toques first from 
the excitement and bounty of the orange 
blaze season straight into the blitzed 
blue, red and greens while driving with 
the high-beams on and doing light-speed 
in our millennium falcons at half past 
four. Wherever you are going this Silly 
Season, be sure to take deep breaths, to 
remember that if you can’t be with the 
ones you love, no one will see you eating 
the six or seventh mince pie/butter tart/
pecan pie. Besides, if you made it this far 
nobody’s counting anymore. Not even 
six-seven. Count only your blessings, 
your hugs, your kisses, your days, your 
songs, your stories, because those are 
the things that really matter. Remember 
that you are well-loved and that you are 
surrounded by friends. 

Here’s what’s happening: 
Providence Bay War Memorial Com-

munity Arena (5143 HWY 551, Provi-
dence Bay). Public skating: Wednesdays 
and Fridays, 4:30 to 6 pm and Sundays, 1 
to 3 pm.

Learn to skate: Sundays 12 noon to 1 
pm.

Sponge puck: Sundays 3 to 5 pm.
The space is available and used for 

summer markets, weddings and festi-
vals. The winter operating season at the 
Providence Bay Arena is from mid-De-
cember until the end of March and is the 
host site for the Pearson Brother Memo-
rial and the Bradly McAllister sports-
man 4 on 4 hockey tournaments.

Providence Bay Hall: Manitoulin rec-
reational events calendar with class 
schedules for Providence Bay Hall email 
centralmanitoulin.ca or contact Alison 
Sloss at asloss@centralmanitoulin.ca 
705-377-5726.

Providence Bay Public Skating 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 pm, Saturdays 1 to 3 
pm.

Providence Bay Community of Christ 
Church: Joys and community updates 
Sundays 10:30 am; Service Sundays 11 
am. Check the Providence Bay Com-
munity of Christ Facebook page for an-
nouncements and updates! 

On Monday, December 22 join us for 
some Christmas carols, a warm fire and 
bring a DIY decoration to put on the 
Christmas tree!

Providence Bay Curling Club: Every-
one is welcome at the Providence Bay 
Curling Club! Junior Curling is back 
Saturdays starting November 8 until the 
end of March. Ages SK to Grade 8 - equip-
ment provided $25 per curler. For more 
info visit: provcurling.ca/junior.

Providence Bay Curling Club is sell-
ing $10 tickets for the Providence Bay 
Curling Club Youth Program for the win 
booze/beer for a year draw in March. 
These make great stocking stuffers. For 
more information on upcoming bon-
spiels, tickets and events Contact David 
at providencebaycurling@gmail.com or 
705-377-4668 to register your team!

The Heavens: Manitoulin Island is a 
dark sky reserve so find a dark sky spot, 
bring your telescope and enjoy the won-
ders of the cosmos. Whether you’re a sea-
soned skywatcher or just love watching 
shooting stars and auroras.

December 21, Winter Solstice; Decem-
ber 22 to 23, Ursid Meteor Shower; and 
December 24, Santa’s Sleigh.

The Friends: Happy Birthday to all of 
you Christmas babies! Happy Birthday, 
Linda!

Go easy out there on the roads. The 
cold is here and that means more ani-
mals are on the move and more hazards 
and unpredictable conditions on the 

roadways so plan ahead of any weather 
and go easy. If you are visiting Manitou-
lin Island-welcome! 

You can also visit the Central Manito-
ulin Township webpage at CentralMan-
itoulin.ca or visit ExploreManitoulin.
com for updates on all the events hap-
pening near you. Happy Christmassing 
and commutes - be safe out there!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS: Wishing you all a 
wonderful and Happy Christmas season! 
I will be back here in January! Newspa-
per Deadlines are as follows: The last 
issue is December 24, early deadline is 
December 18.

First paper back is January 7, deadline 
is January 1.

Trying to get organized for Christmas 
has made it abundantly clear that Team 
Fergmeijer are adults in the same way 
that a tomato is a fruit. On top of this, 
there are a couple things making us 
angsty this week. For starters, someone 
needs to tell the locals that just because 
we are Canadians, “I have winter tires 
and heated seats” is not an acceptable 
pick-up line. Also on the theme of ro-
mance - it occurs to us that giving some-
one six geese (especially a-laying and 
therefore in full protect-the-nest mode) is 
NOT a gesture of true love. Never mind 
seven swans! And yesterday, we saw a 
woman dressed up like a Christmas tree. 
Can you believe it?! In this day and age, 
someone wearing fir.

St. John’s Anglican Church is holding 
its annual community Christmas Eve 
service on December 24. Join them at 4 
pm to celebrate the season with lessons 
and carols. 

If you are alone for the holidays or 
new to the area, or just looking for some 
camaraderie during the season, you can 
take part in a free community Christ-
mas dinner at the Little Current United 
Church Hall on December 25 at 1:30 pm. 
Cole Hughson will be providing some 
live entertainment starting at 11 am, and 
rides are available for those who need 
them! Contact The Manitoulin Expositor 
(705-368-2744) to reserve your spot by this 
Friday at noon.

With the winter weather showing all 
the signs that it is here to stay, don’t for-
get that Billings council meetings are all 
available by remote Zoom link if you are 
not able to attend in person. You can find 
more information on their Facebook 
page (www.fb.com/billingstownshipk-
agawong) or contact the town office di-
rectly.

Very merry birthday wishes go out to 
Christine L-M and Darren H who are cel-
ebrating their 29th birthdays this week! 
May your birthday and Christmas pres-
ents not be combined. 

The Seniors Active Living Program 
will be taking a break over the winter 
holidays, but there’s still time to get out, 
join in the fun, and be social! Stop by the 
Park Centre Thursday December 18 at 
9 am for Fitness Class and the Chatter 
Matters Café at 10:30 am. Stay tuned for 
new activities starting up in January!

The township would like to remind 
residents that when you clear your 
driveway, you should not push, shovel, 
snow blow, or otherwise place snow onto 
public roadways as it creates dangerous 
conditions for motorists. The municipal-
ity has regulations around this and can 
result in fines or other enforcement ac-
tions. Help keep everyone in the commu-
nity safe this winter!

Catch up on old times with the com-
plete archive of Team Fergmeijer col-
umns, all the way back to 2015! Check 
out http://teamfergmeijer.blogspot.com 
to get your fill of puns and haiku. Did we 
mention the puns?

Team Fergmeijer holiday top tip: The 
only thing stopping cheesecake from be-
ing a breakfast food is you. Have a great 
week!

Thursday night of last week we went 
to Silverwater to play cards.  Four others 
from Meldrum Bay  were there as well.  
We had a good time.

Friday night at cards in Meldrum there 
were 3 full tables + 1 sit out.  High lady 
was Myra Duncanson.  High man was 
Rick Bradley.  Lady’s lone hands went to 
Rose VanEvery.  Men’s lone hands went 
to Murray Duncanson.  Diane McCallum 
won most euchres.  Karen Noble won the 
50/50. Lois Wismer took home the juice 
and also won the door prize.  For another 
week, the money jar is safe.  We play at 
7:00 PM Friday nights, so come and join 
us.

Saturday morning we had a fun time 
visiting friends for breakfast.  We’ve 
never been invited out to breakfast be-
fore and it was quite delightful.  They 
have done some renovations so we got a 
full tour.  Everything looks really nice.

Saturday night we went out again for a 
potluck dinner at the Meldrum Bay Hall.  
It was a fundraiser to help with the reno-
vations that we needed to do at the Hall.  
Food was good, and we had a good time 
visiting.  I particularly liked the home-
made bread.  Thanks to everyone who 
brought baking and for their generous 
donations to the Hall renovations.

My brother and sister-in-law got a new 
water softener and water purifying sys-
tem in.  We decided to do the same, with 
a new water softener as well.  It was in-
stalled this week.  A nice job was done.  
We are really glad to say goodbye to su-
per hard water.

Rose and my brother have each had 
furnace issues.  It is a bad time of year to 
have home heating act up.

Have a great week everyone and Mer-
ry Christmas from Meldrum Bay to the 
rest of Manitoulin.

It’s been a winter wonderland here so 
far this month and the Barrie Island me-
teorologist is pretty sure that it will be a 
White Christmas. At least there is a 50% 
chance of that.

The farmers are full-on feeding cattle 
and trying to get things in the right place 
for winter. The yearling calves have been 
processed and they are part way through 
with processing this year’s group.

Carolyn Lane-Rock arrived on the is-
land last Friday and stayed the weekend 
at the home of Scott and Enid Runnalls. 
From there she was able to visit friends 
and other family, as well as attend a few 
seasonal events.

In spite of the snowy weather, the 
Gordon/Barrie Island Christmas Mar-
ket vendors welcomed shoppers on Sat-
urday. It was a real Municipal event, 
with all hands on deck. Greeting the 
community at the door was Councillor 
Isobel Harry and our very own local 
clown MaD HoTdeR. Johnny and Sylvia 
Fletcher’s peanut brittle was sold out in 
the first few minutes! Carrie the Clerk 
was circulating in the crowd and along 
with Morgan the office staffer, served 
hot soup to hungry shoppers. Enid repre-
sented the artist and artisans of Grand-
view Farms, Barrie Island at her table. 
Reeve Lee Hayden was there to shop and 
found a few things to check off of his 
Christmas list.

Meanwhile, after the Market shut-
tered for the day, the community braved 
the snowflakes on the way to Gore Bay 
and participated either on floats or 
as viewers of the Santa Claus Parade!
Gingerbread-Man-Micah joined a cast 
of cuties smiling and waving from the 
Dental Queen’s ‘CandyLand’ float. Also 
waving from the float were his dad Cam-
eron and Reece (both Lollipops). It truly 
was the sweetest float of the evening and 
I hear that it was awarded First Prize! 
The other floats of the parade must have 
been close contenders for the prizes: 
there was the Mickey Mouse Club Float, 
the well lit Rob Dearing and Sons, Dean-
na Hardy riding a reindeer (bale) on Bill 
Fogal’s forklift, as well as a pair of OG 
goats, Manitoulin Transport’s winter 

wonderland, Henry Chaytor’s school
bus, Roger’s Dumptruck, Fire Engine, 
Paramedics, a Teddy bear in a side-by-
side, and of course Santa Claus! Please 
jog my memory if I’ve left anyone out.

On Sunday, Frances Hore was selling 
her Jams and Jellies, made from berries 
in her backyard, and Linda Lane had a 
table of Christmas decor at the Burpee-
Mills Christmas Market. Later in the 
evening some Barrie Islanders found 
themselves back in town tucking into 
turkey dinner at the Annual Lyons Me-
morial United Church Christmas Party 
at Waters Edge.

On Tuesday the Campbell Horticultur-
al Society held their Christmas Party in 
Spring Bay. Enid reports that there are 
many gardening gurus in the group who 
generously share their knowledge of na-
tive plant species, pollinators, floral de-
sign and best gardening practices.

Sending wishes for a good recovery to 
Garth Baker, who is recuperating at his 
sister’s home in Billings.

Please give me a call if you have any 
news to share.

Friday, Dec 4 in the morning, I went to 
town to work for a short time.  I did some 
errands and then headed home.  I went 
with Kay Everett and Myra Duncanson 
to the funeral for Adeline Sampson in 
Sheshegwaning.

We went home in time for Kay to go 
with Lorna Cambria to the Christmas 
dinner potluck at the Burpee / Mills 
Complex.

Myra and I picked up Lois Wismer and 
went to play euchre in Meldrum Bay.

Saturday morning, Albert Meijer and 
I picked up Robbie Baldwin and went 
to the Anglican Church cookie walk in 
Gore Bay.  Everyone that was purchas-
ing cookies was grateful for all the work 
done by the church members and other 
volunteers.

We went to the Christmas market at 
the Gordon/Barrie Island municipal 
building next.  There were a large num-
ber of vendors inside and we did some 
shopping.  Soup and homemade rolls 
were being sold for lunch for $5 so we 
had some.

My weekend was spent working on 
lots of projects including some mittens 
for Christmas presents.  Sunday we 
made dozens of cookies.

Monday morning I made strawberry 
pies for the Christmas dinner at the Sil-
ver Water hall.

In the afternoon, the recycle bins were 
open from 1:00-2:00 pm.  There was a 
good turnout.

Monday I took Myra Duncanson to eu-
chre at the Burpee / Mills Complex.

Tuesday I worked from home in the 
morning and then more knitting.

Wednesday I went to Gore Bay in the 
morning to do a number of errands.

Thursday Albert and I spent the day 
making tourtiere pies.  Some got handed 
out as early Christmas presents.  Some 
went in the freezer for later.  The extra 
dough made pumpkin pies.

Thursday evening there was euchre at 
the Silver Water hall.

Murray and Gladys Duncanson went 
to Toronto for appointments last week. 
Their son Craig drove them from Sud-
bury.

Doug and Brenda Carter went to Sud-
bury on Tuesday.  She said the roads 
and weather were not that bad.

Happy Birthday to Brenda Carter on 
Dec 8.

Happy Birthday to Paul Sorbara on 
Dec 9.

Happy Birthday to Murray Duncan-
son on Dec 10.

Friends and Neighbours
Providence Bay
Al�ia Ha�igan

Kagawong
Team Fergmeijer

Meldrum Bay
Elaine Bradley

Ba�ie Island
Enid Ru�a�s

Silver Water
Karen Noble
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been proceeding in feder-
al court. As part of that 
hearing, Chief Hare asked 
the court to reinstate him 
until the court makes a 
final decision. Today’s 
court decision is about the 
interim reinstatement. 
Chief Hare will remain 
in office until the court 
makes a final decision 
about the chief’s remov-
al. At that time, we expect 
that court will also rule 
about whether the gener-
al election scheduled for 
May 2026 can proceed.”

As was reported previ-
ously, Mr. Hare said he 
had been dismissed by 
M’Chigeeng First Nation 
band council on June 30 
and had brought an appli-
cation to federal court to 
have the decision declared 
unlawful. He declared the 
dismissal was contrary to 
the First Nations custom 
election code and is un-
reasonable. He is seeking 

a court order to make sure 
that council takes no steps 
to interfere with his ful-
filling his duties as chief 
or to replace him through 
a by-election. He has pre-
viously explained he had 
taken a medical leave of 
absence with written con-
firmation from his doctor, 
but council dismissed 
him on the basis of having 
missed three consecutive 
council meetings.

Mr. Hare was original-
ly elected in September 
2023. The grounds for his 
application reads, “Gimaa 
Hare has not been afford-
ed procedural fairness as 

it relates to councils June 
30, 2025 decision to re-
move him from the office 
of chief. Council has not 
provided the justification 
and explanation required 
in communicating the 
reasons of its decision 
and Gimaa Hare has not 
been provided with a full 
opportunity to respond 
to the allegations against 
him as set out in council’s 
June 30, 2025 decision.”

Mr. Hare said he re-
ceived a letter from the 
M’Chigeeng administra-
tion office which stated, 
“As determined by M’Chi-
geeng First Nation Coun-
cil on June 30, 2025. In sec-
tion 11 of the M’Chigeeng 
First Nation custom elec-
tion code states the posi-
tion of a council member 
will be deemed vacant if, 
during the term of office, 
the council member fails 
to attend more than three 
consecutive council meet-
ings without, what is in 

the opinion of council rea-
sonable excuse.”

“It has been recognized 
that Morgen Hare has 
failed to attend more than 
three consecutive meet-
ings,” the M’Chigeeng 
council letter continued. 
“In addition, after review-
ing various forms of infor-
mation, it is also the deci-
sion of the council that he 
did not have a reasonable 
excuse.”

ed by Councillor Linda Farquhar reads “That the Prop-
erty Committee recommend to council that the Spring 
Bay Hall be closed at the end of the 2026 season with a 
direction to staff to research the concept of a commu-
nity group assuming care and control of the building.”

A recorded vote was called for, with Councillors Far-
quhar, Diebolt and John Bisaillon voting in favour of 
the closure and Mayor Richard Stephens and Council-
lor Derek Stephens voting against.

A further motion recommending to council to not 
fund the ice surface at the Providence Bay Arena, ef-
fective November 2026 also went to a recorded vote 
with the same results in voting, Councillors Farquhar, 
Diebolt and Bisaillon voting in favour of the closure 
and Mayor Stephens and Councillor Stephens voting 
against.

Issues with the arena include the cost of hydro and 
insurance associated with having an ice surface in the 
building. The combined 2025 deficit for both arenas was 
$229,455.

According to the consultants’ recreational report, 
the arenas generate a paltry $42,879 in revenue, costs of 
building repairs not included.

Not all council members have a vote on the Proper-
ty Committee, but all councillors will be in position to 
vote when the recommendations come to council.

The addition of the direction to staff to seek a commu-
nity group to assume care and control of the building 
was added at the suggestion of Councillor Farquhar, 
who noted that approach had been successful with the 
Big Lake Schoolhouse Hall.

Mayor Stephens and Councillor Stephens had in-
dicated that they were not in favour of moving ahead 
with the recommendations for the hall closure and 
Providence Bay Arena ice surface decision without 
community consultations.

Councillors Farquhar, Diebolt and John Bisaillon 
voting in favour of the closure and Mayor Richard Ste-
phens and Councillor Derek Stephens voting against.

During the meeting, the Property Committee also 
received verbal updates on the status of a stage two 
Northern Ontario Heritage Fund application seeking 
funding for repairs to the Mindemoya Arena (ongoing) 
and the status of the Memorial Donation Policy. 

At issue with memorial donations was a question 
from staff on just how many times memorial benches 
and trees would be replaced when damaged by vandal-
ism. Staff requested the committee create a policy in-

formed by staff input. It was noted that trees can cost 
in the neighbourhood of $1,000 and that benches are a 
similar amount.

During debate on the closures and ice surface deci-
sions, Councillor Diebolt noted that keeping those fa-
cilities online would result in tax increases of as much 
as 12 percent.

Reaction to the closure and other changes have been 
swift and, as might be expected, not entirely in favour 
of the closures and proposed fee increases.

Providence Bay Community Centre Board trustee 
and Men’s Hockey rep Darren Dewar said he was dis-
mayed to discover the plan to stop funding the creation 
of ice in Providence Bay next year. He noted that the 
board did not learn of the plan before the property 
committee meeting—and that he only heard about it 
through the grapevine. “I have to admit, that irks me a 
little bit,” he said.

Mr. Dewar said that he understands the challenges 
being faced by council when it comes to the costs of 
maintaining the aging facilities in the community, but 
he said he also feels there are options available to keep 
the building in use.

“I have some ideas,” he said, “look at Kagawong and 
the outdoor rink they have there that has been very 
successful. “We could try to do something like that in 
Providence Bay. Maybe just keep a bit of the heat on 
and, when the weather is right, put in natural ice.” That 
would then create a covered ice surface with lighting 
that could be used for many community events while 
reducing costs dramatically.

“There could be a partnership between the commu-
nity and the municipality to lower the costs,” said Mr. 

Dewar.
Mr. Dewar pointed out that the annual Pearson 

Brothers Memorial Hockey Tournament which takes 
place at the Providence Bay arena January 10 to 11 is 
pretty much sold out and the Bradley McAllister, which 
takes place at the end of March, is also a popular event.

Whatever the decision for next year, Mr. Dewar has a 
message for hockey fans for this coming season, “ come 
on out and watch some great hockey,” he said, adding 
that if you are a referee with some spare time, he would 
love to hear from you.

Finding Providence
Mental Health Therapy, Counselling & Consulting

Allan Chislett M.S.W., R.S.W.
EMDR Certified Psychotherapist

• Specializing in Complex PTSD and childhood 
trauma for adults, using EMDR & Internal 
Family Systems

• Treatment of Anxiety & Depression
• Relaxation Training
• Insurance Coverage
• Coverage with status number

(705) 927-5451
Findingprovidence4u@gmail.com

Dining • Bar • Catering • Rooms

 Downtown Little Current • 705-368-2023

7 DAYS A WEEK
RESTAURANT HOURS:

MONDAY - SUNDAY: 9 AM TO 8 PM

BAR HOURS:
SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY: CLOSED

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 10 PM

Manitoulin
Pet Rescue

Onyx & Phantom

These 4-month-old male littermates are 
looking for a home together or separately. 
Great with dogs! Contact Kathy Jewell at 

705-282-4169. Adoption fees apply.

...Prov Bay arena, Spring Bay hall recommended for closure

...continued from page 1

The Central Manitoulin Property Committee is recommending 
the closure of the Providence Bay Arena in 2026.

...parent company will consider four sailings
He explained the ferry schedule saw two sailings per 

day and additional sailings on Fridays. “It is becoming 
quite difficult for local people to get on a sailing,” said 
Mr. Scott. “If you are taking a holiday you have to plan 
far ahead, and if you have to say go to a funeral in Wiar-
ton and only have a few days notice it is difficult to get 
on the ferry. Do you have to drive all the way around 
now because the ferry is full?”

Lee Hayden, reeve of Gordon/Barrie Island township 
stated, “four sailings in the summer was a tradition for 
many years on the ferry. In the 1980s, everyone knew 
the times and dates that the schedule was running. The 
excuse (OSTC) is using is that they are only running 
one ship and can cover everything in this. But I agree 
with Dale, it is not convenient for locals who need to 
book a reservation on the ferry in an emergency, for 
instance.” He pointed out OSTC had added a second 
ship, the Nindawayma to its ferry schedule between To-
bermory and South Baymouth years ago, but this only 
lasted two years.

“I agree with Dale that we should make a request for 
the ferry to be returned to four sailings in the summer,” 
said Mr. Hayden.

“The ferry is always busy regardless of what sailing 
time,” said Janice Bowerman, an Assiginack township 
councillor.

“It would do the residents of Manitoulin Island a lot 
of good if the sailings were increased to four sailings 
during the summer,” said Mr. Scott.

Richard Stephens, mayor of the municipality of Cen-
tral Manitoulin said, “I don’t think it would hurt to 
make a request to consider adding sailings to the sched-
ule during the summer season.”

“And if they find traffic is heavy even during the 
shoulder seasons, maybe they could consider having an 
extra sailing for the shoulder seasons,” said Mr. Scott. 

The MMA passed a motion to request the OSTC 
and the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) to consid-
er a return to the traditional four sailings of the Chi-
Cheemaun during the peak summer sailing season.

...continued from page 1

...M’Chigeeng Chief Morgen Hare reinstated 

...continued from page 1
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...L. Huron water levels expected to drop by one metre by 2030
sippi River, and contin-
ues to Chicago, up Lakes 
Michigan/Huron and ice 
gets broken up and goes 
through Lake St. Clair on 
the Canadian side with 
an ice breaker to allow 
them through.”

“That water erodes the 
riverbeds,” said Ms. Mut-
er. “Then in the spring 
the dredging is carried 
out. This is the only part 
of the Great Lakes that 
do not have control gates 
on them,” she said. “Be-
cause of all of this the 
water conveyance is con-
tinuing,” she said noting, 
“all kinds of people have 
already been relating 
concerns due to low wa-
ter.”

“The water levels could 
be a lot lower this spring 
than they were last year,” 
stated Ms. Muter.

Ms. Muter explained 
when the original Sea-
way was designed around 
1930 locks and control 
gates were designed for 
the St. Clair River. Of the 
five Great Lakes, Lakes 
Michigan, Huron and 
Georgian Bay act as a 
single lake hydraulical-
ly, due to the wide Straits 
of Mackinac connecting 
Lake Michigan to Lake 
Huron. It is known as 
Lakes Michigan-Huron 
and is the largest area of 
freshwater on the planet. 
On average, 2,100 cubic 
metres per second (a cu-
bic metre is a ton of wa-
ter) of water enters Lakes 
Michigan-Huron from 
Lake Superior via the St. 
Mary’s River; 32,000 cms 

enters as precipitation 
plus runoff less evap-
oration; and virtually 
all of the resulting 5,30 
cms drains out via the 
St. Clair River (91 cms 
leaves via the Chicago di-
version). 

In 1909 the Interna-
tional Joint Commission 
(IJC) was established to 
prevent diversion of wa-
ter out of or between the 
Great Lakes, said Ms. 
Muter. “While lake lev-
els have irregular cycles, 
over a century Lakes 
M/H level has been drop-
ping, while Lakes St. 
Clair and Erie have been 
rising.”

Since 1860 on the St. 
Clair River, sand and 
gravel was removed to 
build roads beginning 
in the late 1800s. It was 
dredged to deepen the 

navigation channel, first 
to 16 feet, then 20 feet, 
then 25 foot and final-
ly in the early 1960s to 
27 feet for St. Lawrence 
Seaway navigation. 30 
million cubic metres of 
material was removed 
with no compensation. 
In addition, high flows 
and ice jams have caused 
erosion, increasing the 
outflow. This dredging 
and erosion increased 
the conveyance capaci-
ty of the St. Clair River 
causing the level of Lakes 
Michigan-Huron to drop 
by about 50 centimetres 
permanently, said Ms. 
Muter.

She showed a picture 
to the meeting attendees 
of the entrance to the St. 
Clair River at the Blue-
water Bridge 2020, where 
ice booms could prevent 

ice jams (similar to the 
Niagara, St. Mary’s and 
St. Lawrence Rivers ice 
booms).

In February, during the 
years 2021-2023, major ice 
jams occurred in the St. 
Clair River with Canadi-
an ice breakers needed 
to break up the ice. The 
ice layers were up to 8-16 
feet thick and the force 
of the water eroded the 
sand and soft sediments 
on the riverbed, increas-
ing the outflow during 
these ice jams, Ms. Mut-
er explained. “The Inter-
national Joint Commis-
sion confirmed this in 
their 2007 Upper Lakes 
Study, but nothing has 
been done to compensate 
for this loss. The Unit-
ed States Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) reg-
ularly dredge the lower 

riverbed to maintain 
navigation depth.

“Georgian Bay is a part 
of Lakes Michigan-Huron 
and according to McMas-
ter University’s profes-
sor Pat Chow-Fraser its 
eastern northern shores 
contain the highest qual-
ity, most diverse and 
most extensive wetlands 
on all of the Great Lakes, 
but they are the most 
sensitive to extreme wa-
ter levels since they are 
on glacial till sediments 
scattered among the Pre-
cambrian Shield granite 
shorelines including the 
30,000 islands,” she ex-
plained.

These wetlands can 
only tolerate a range of 
five feet. Outside of that 
range they either dry up 
at low levels or are flood-
ed out and trees take over 
with very significant loss 
of aquatic life habitat. 
GBGLF financially and 
logistically assist Mc-
Master research, noted 
Ms. Muter. The coastline 
navigation channel is the 
route of thousands of rec-
reational boats from May 
to October. That chan-
nel is maintained by the 
Coast Guard at a six foot 
or two-metre depth. A 
metre below record low 
will shut down the chan-
nel to all traffic except 
small boats.

“In 2003 Lake Mich-
igan-Huron levels 
reached a low level of 
176 metres. GBGLF was 
formed and retained an 
engineering team to in-
vestigate the cause. The 
levels stayed low for 15 

years,” said Ms. Muter. 
“In 2004 GBGLF retained 
internationally respected 
coastal consulting engi-
neering firm W.F. Baird 
and Associates to study 
the St. Clair River. The 
result was an additional 
erosion since the seaway 
project has caused Lakes 
Michigan-Huron to drop 
by a total of 50 centime-
tres.”

Ms. Muter continued 
that in 2007 the IJC fund-
ed the Upper Great Lakes 
Study to confirm the 
Baird study. “The result 
confirmed increased con-
veyance due to ongoing 
erosion. But no action 
was recommended.” 

In 2013, the IJC com-
missioners recommend-
ed to governments that 
flexible structures in the 
St. Clair River be stud-
ied. These would be used 
only to raise low-water 
levels but not interfere 
with high-water levels. 
“To date, neither the Ca-
nadian government nor 
the US government has 
responded to the IJC ad-
vice to governments.”

Bill Bialkowski, a re-
tired engineer at GBGLF 
designed a proposal for 
flexible structures in the 
St. Clair River, for hydro-
foil gates in the upper St. 
Clair River, with gates 
that could be raised and 
lowered.

“In 2025, GBGLF again 
retained W.F. Baird and 
Associates to again mod-
el and study the St. Clari 
River conveyance since 

...continued from page 1

West Bay during a low water level summer in recent years. Environment Canada is predicting 
Lake Huron levels will drop by one metre by 2030.

Expositor file photo

...continued on page 17
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named in honour of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Sault Ste. Marie who built 
the Sudbury General Hos-
pital, which opened its 
doors to patients 75 years 
ago.

In 1997, the hospital 
was renamed St. Joseph’s 
Health Centre, and the or-
ganization began to focus 
on supporting adults as 
they age. While the former 
hospital has come down, 
SJHC continues to grow. 
Today, it operates a two-
site rehabilitation hospi-
tal and two long-term care 
homes in Sudbury, in ad-

dition to a long-term care 
home in Gore Bay.

“For 75 years, St. Jo-
seph’s has adapted to 
the changing health care 
landscape, always look-
ing to meet unmet needs 
in the community and 
serve the most vulnerable 
with dignity, excellence, 
service and integrity,” 
said Kari Gervais, presi-
dent and chief executive 
officer. “The Sisters have 
always courageously 
gone where the need was 
greatest and then shift-
ed their gaze to the next 
need. These awards car-
ry forward that legacy. 

They remind us that our 
mission, to respond to the 
needs of the whole person, 
body, mind and spirit is 
alive today through the 
extraordinary dedication 
of our staff.”

The 17 employees at 
SJHC’s five locations 
were chosen for the 
award by a panel of staff, 
board members, commu-
nity members and a past 
recipient.

“These awards are not 
just recognitions of good 
work, they are intention-
al and tangible ways of 
demonstrating how we as 
an organization live out 
our mission,” said Rev-
erend Dr. David Long, 
director of Mission. “Let 
us celebrate these Sisters 
Awards of Excellence not 
only as a recognition of 
individual achievement, 
but as a reminder of who 
we are called to be, a com-
munity inspired by faith, 
moved by compassion 
and driven by hope.”

The proposed budget would see council taking about 
$306,000 out of its reserves, leaving approximately 
$200,000 left in its balance. The proposed budget would 
see just over $154,000 being added to reserves. “It is im-
portant to have reserves in place, so they are in place 
when needed,” said Mr. Lalonde. He said strengthening 
reserves ensures the town can leverage external fund-
ing and reduce long-term costs.

“This operating budget is presented at a recommend-
ed seven percent increase,” said Mr. Lalonde. He ex-
plained that although the town asset management plan 
indicates a combined annual increase of more than 
nine percent, the reality is many projects are beyond 
the funding capability of the town without the support 
of major provincial or federal grants. 

“The seven percent increase is a reasonable solution 
that continues to grow the water/wastewater reserves 
to support future requirements when funding is avail-
able,” said Mr. Lalonde. A one percent increase adds a 
$7,500 contribution to the reserve. With a seven percent 
increase there would be a $7 per month increase per av-
erage household.

“It was a good presentation,” said Councillor Dan 
Osborne, who chaired the meeting. “As Dan said, the 
town still has probably one of the lowest water rates 
on Manitoulin Island for drinking water,” said Coun-
cillor Osborne. “We had for years been building up our 
water reserves, it is just in the last few years that this 
has decreased. I think the rates are fair, and it could be 
a whole lot worse.”

Council approved the water/wastewater budget as 
presented with a rate increase of seven percent for 2026.

(705) 248-2208 FAX: (705) 248-3170    
WWW.NORTHSHORE-TRACTOR.CA

30 CALABOGIE ROAD, ECHO BAY, ON  P0S 1C0

Family owned and operated 
business, focused on providing 

high quality products and 
exceptional customer service. We 

are celebrating our 40th 
anniversary in business.

DEAL OF THE WEEKSALES & SERVICE

• Branson 2800                 $12,000
• Case International 685                $19,900
• John Deere X728                           $19,995
• John Deere 4400                $39,900
• John Deere D120   $2,995
• Kubota MX5100 TLB                    $29,000
• Kubota M5-111                $72,900
• Kubota U35-4                $69,900
• Kubota L3800 HST  $33,995
• 2004 Kubota BX1830  $14,900
• 2008 Case loader backhoe Call For Quote
• 2013 John Deere 12”

post hole digger            Call For Quote
• 2014 Case TR320               $49,000
• 2014 Land Pride AFM 4211             $6,995
• 2015 Kubota BX25D TLB              $25,900
• 2015 Kubota L6060HSTCC          $69,995
• 2016 Kubota SVL-90-2               $69,000
• 2018 Kubota BX1880  $11,900
• 2018 Kubota KX033

Series 4GAX                  $69,995
• 2018 Kubota KX080-4S               $99,900
• 2018 Vermeer 664 Rancher        $25,600        

• 2018 Kubota KX080-4S              $110,000     
• 2018 Kubota U55-4G1                $69,900
• 2019 Kubota M7-2

Series M7-152P-KVT              $129,000
• 2020 Kubota BX TLB Series        $32,900
• 2021 John Deere 1025R                 $31,900
• 2021 John Deere 5E Series

5055E (loader included)              $59,000
• 2021 Wallenstein BX52R  $6,995
• 2021 Kubota L60

Series L6060HSTCC                $79,999
• 2023 Kubota SCL1000                $32,995
• 2023 Kubota LX10

Series LX2610 Cab                $49,900
• 2023 John Deere 1

Series 1025R                  $36,900
• 2024 Bilodeau Blower

S3000   $13,995

Branson 2800                $12,000 2018 Kubota KX080-4S              $110,000     

2023 JOHN DEERE 100 SERIES S120

4.9% �nancing 

available 

for used 

equipment, up 

to 84 months

$4,999

31 Water St, Gore Bay | (705) 370-8284 |splitrailmanitoulin.com

Cra� beer | Non-alcoholic seltzers | Gi�s
Happy Holidays!

CLOSED MOST OF JANUARY 
FOR INVENTORY AND 
MAINTENANCE

DEC. HOURS
MON
TUE
WED
THURS
FRI
SAT
SUN

CLOSED
CLOSED
12-5 PM
12-7 PM
12-5 PM
12-5 PM
CLOSED

HOLIDAY HOURS
TUES 12/23
WED 12/24
THURS 12/25
FRI 12/26
SAT 12/27
WED 12/31

12-5 PM
12-4 PM
CLOSED
CLOSED
12-5 PM
12-5 PM

JAN. HOURS
JAN 1-28
THURS 1/29
FRI 1/30
SAT 1/31

CLOSED
4-7 PM
12-5 PM
12-5 PM

�ank you for never drinking and driving.

...Pearl Waindubence
cil, they did their best.”

For her own part, 
Gimaa Waindubence has 
16 years-plus on council 
under her belt, although 
her council presence actu-
ally stretches back to the 
1970s. “I’ve been around 
for a while,” she laughs.

The band, however, has 
been without a chief for 
much of the past year and 
a half, noted Ms. Wain-
dubence. “The executive 
director and staff did a 
good job managing things 
over the past year and a 
half,” she said. “Hopeful-
ly, we will now be able to 
relieve some of the pres-
sure.”

“But we don’t want 
them to let up,” she 
laughs.

Among her priorities 
heading into the next two 
years will be tackling the 
ongoing drug crisis that 

is hitting so many com-
munities hard, including 
Sheguiandah, but the new 
o’gimaa also has her eye 
on expanding economic 
development and develop-
ing capital projects in the 
community.

“Stay tuned,” said Gim-
ma Waindubence. “I will 
have a lot more to say lat-
er. Right now I am pretty 
busy getting caught up.”

...continued from page 1

Ogimaa Pearl 
Waindubence

...water rates will rise by seven percent

...continued from page 3

...Robyn Yaschuk feted with Award for Excellence by St. Joseph’s
...continued from page 3

Robyn Yaschuk, a St. Josephs Lodge (Gore Bay) employee has 
EHHQ�QDPHG�DV�RQH�RI����HPSOR\HHV�E\�6W�� -RVHSK·V�+HDOWK�
&HQWUH�ZLWK�D�6LVWHUV�RI�6W��-RVHSK�RI�6DXOW�6WH��0DULH�¶$ZDUG�
IRU� ([FHOOHQFH�·� ,Q� SKRWR� IURQW� URZ� IURP� OHIW� LV�� 6LVWHU� 6DUDK�
Quackenbush board member, recipient winner Robyn Yaschuk, 
,3$&�OHDG�DQG�VWDII�HGXFDWRU�RI�6W��-RVHSK·V�/RGJH��DQG�6LVWHU�
Frances Carter, board member. Back row from left, Kari Gervais, 
SUHVLGHQW�DQG�&(2�RI�6W��-RVHSK·V�+HDOWK�&HQWUH��'DYLG�/RQJ�
GLUHFWRU� RI�0LVVLRQ��$OH[LV� 6W�� -HDQ�� FKLHI� RSHUDWLQJ� RIÀFHU� RI�
long-term care, and Jaime-Lynn Kalmikov, administrator of St. 
-RVHSK·V�/RGJH�

...Trinity 
United sold
the church is,” said Rev.
Inglis, and worshipping 
started in 1915 when the 
church membership was 
Methodist. A 100th anni-
versary celebration was 
held at the Trinity Unit-
ed Church in September 
2018.

The church building 
will now enjoy a second 
lease on life as a commu-
nity asset and, should 
the community eventual-
ly decide to build a new 
multi-use facility to re-
place its aging arenas, the 
property could be incor-
porated into those plans.

...continued from page 1

Trinity United Church has 
been sold.
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M’CHIGEENG—Kenjge-
win Teg is proud to an-
nounce its designation 
as an official test site for 
the new Canadian Adult 
Education Credential 
(CAEC), which has re-

placed the General Ed-
ucational Development 
(GED) high school equiva-
lency program in Canada. 
By hosting CEC testing, 
Kenjgewin Teg provides a 
valuable opportunity for 
individuals in the region 
to access a high-quality, 
Canadian-developed edu-
cation qualification that 
supports further educa-
tion, training, and employ-
ment opportunities. 

“Being a test site for the 
CAEC is our first step in 
supporting access to ex-
panding learning; going 
forward, based on the ac-
tual usage and demand for 
the CAEC by learners in 
the upcoming year, Ken-
jgewin Teg may consider 
expanding its role in this 

new credential, in addition 
to being a test location,” 
shared Beverley Roy, pres-
ident. “In prior years, as 
one of several pathways to 
post-secondary education, 
Kenjgewin Teg supported 
students interested in at-
taining the GED creden-
tial, and we will assess if a 
similar need exists for the 
CAEC.”

The CAEC is designed 
for adults who have not ob-
tained a high school diplo-
ma but require an official 
credential to demonstrate 
high school-level knowl-
edge and skills. In Ontario, 
candidates who success-
fully complete the CAEC 
will receive an Ontario 
High School Equivalency 
Certificate. The assess-

ment consists of five sub-
ject areas: writing, read-
ing, mathematics, social 
studies and science. To 
pass the CAEC and earn 
their equivalency certif-
icate, candidates must 
achieve a minimum score 
of 55 percent on each of the 
five tests.

To be eligible to take 
the CAEC, individuals 
must be residents of On-
tario and at least 18 years 
of age. This program is an 
excellent option for indi-
viduals who are currently 
employed and need proof 
of high school equivalency 
for career advancement 
or for those who wish to 
pursue college, appren-
ticeship, or other post-sec-
ondary education opportu-
nities.

Those interested in writ-
ing the CAEC can register 
through the TVO Inde-
pendent Learning Centre 
website at www.ilc.org.
caec. During the registra-
tion process, candidates 
can select Kenjgewin Teg 
as their preferred test site. 
Once a request has been 
received from TVO, a site 
administrator will contact 
registrants to schedule 
their testing session.

votes, Sunset Sagutch received a total of 0 votes, Ruby 
Thompson (who also ran for chief) received a total of 
45 votes, Eric Vautour received a total of 38 votes, Mat-
thew Waindubence received a total of 17 votes, Neva-
da Waindubence received a total of 15 votes and Sarah 
Williams received a total of 0 votes.

There was a total of 154 votes cast with no spoiled 
ballots.

The results were posted by the electoral officer, One-
Feather.

BMO said “Deborah is 
great to work with. She 
always has her employ-
ees’ back and is great 
with customers. If we are 
swamped with customers 

at the counter, she always 
helps. Her efforts make 
this a good working envi-
ronment.”

Heather Turner, branch 
manager at the Little Cur-
rent BMO said in the case 

of Ms. MacDonald getting 
this recognition, “there 
are a lot of underlying 
things that contribute to 
it. She has the ability to 
make every customer feel 
valued and respected. Hol-
ly always goes above and 
beyond and treats every-
one with the same kind-
ness and fairness.”

“Holly sets the standard 
of excellence that inspires 
all of us,” said Ms. Turn-
er. “The Best of the Best 
recognition is not just an 
award, it is a testament 
to the difference employ-
ees make every day at the 
Bank of Montreal. To be 
recognized as outstanding 
amongst your peers and 
so many others is well de-
served.”

Ms. MacDonald told 
The Expositor, “I was sur-
prised in being told I had 

been recognized for this 
recognition. Absolutely, it 
was a great surprise.” She 
has worked with BMO 
for 19 years, working in 
both Little Current and 

Manitowaning office loca-
tions.”

“I enjoy my job very 
much, the great employ-
ees I work with and the 
great customers we have,” 
said Ms. MacDonald. 

The local BMO award 

winners will be attending 
a celebration taking place 
in Toronto in March, with 
other nominated peers 
from the Greater Ontario 
and Atlantic region.

of charge and will feature live musical entertainment 
by singer/songwriter Cole Hughson starting at 11 am. 
Dinner itself will take place at 1:30 pm on December 25. 

The organizers, who insist on anonymity, stress that 
“everyone is welcome.” 

The Expositor is assisting with the efforts of the com-
munity volunteers by accepting reservations for a seat 
at the table. Simply contact The Expositor at 705-368-
2744. Last day to register is Friday, December 19. If you 
live near Little Current and are in need of a ride, let us 
know when you register.

The dinner is being held at the Little Current United 
Church Hall at 5 Robinson Street in Little Current.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands is now o�ering hybrid 
meetings. Come and join us in the Council Chambers located at

14 Water Street or join us via Zoom by using the following:

Meeting # 489 313 1974 or call 1-587-328-1099

Our Council meetings are held on the first and third
Tuesday and Thursday of the month. For a full copy of the agenda, 

please visit our website at: www.townofnemi.on.ca

Workshop….
Line Dancing in 2026. Starting January 7th to February 11th

Absolute Beginners and Beginners 7-8 pm
Improvers 8-9:15 pm

$20 for 6 weeks
Email lhallaert@townofnemi.on.ca

Christmas Hours
MUNICIPAL OFFICE: 

December 24 – Closed at noon
December 25 – Closed
December 26 – Closed

January 1 – Closed
LANDFILL:

December 27 – Open

Recycling Program Changes
Please be advised e�ective January 1st what we recycle has changed.

Please visit our website or https://www.circularmaterials.ca/recycleontario 
to see what is new.

New Year’s Eve Family Fun at the NEMI Rec Centre
Free skating, activities, games and snacks in the lobby

December 31st 2:00-4:00 pm

Holiday Skating
December 21st 9:00-10:00 am Beginners 

10:00-11:00 am Public 
December 22nd Noon-1:00 pm
December 23rd Noon-1:00 pm
December 27th Noon-1:00 pm
December 29th Noon-1:00 pm
December 30th Noon-1:00 pm

January 4th 9:00-10:00 am Beginners
10:00-11:00 am Public

Tax Arrears
Please be advised that properties approaching being two (2) years 

in arrears will be listed in tax registration on January 2nd.
Contact Sheryl Wilkin for more information 

705-368-3500 ext 222.

Don’t get behind – Sign up for pre-authorized monthly billing.

Please contact Sheryl Wilkin or Melanie Aelick for more information.

Outdoor Adventures
on Skis or Snowshoes
Manitoulin Nordic Ski Club

For Information:
Call or text Kerrene Tilson, Treasurer

(249) 997-0009

...community Christmas dinner

...continued from page 3

...Two Island BMO employees are named ‘Best of the Best’

...continued from page 3

Holly MacDonald, a customer 
service representative, 
who works at the Bank of 
Montreal in Little Current 
and Manitowaning, has been 
honoured with the BMO 
annual Best of the Best 
recognition.

Deborah Woods, branch manager of the Bank of Montreal in 
Gore Bay was nominated by her peers and recognized with the 
BMO Annual Best of the Best recognition. In photo from left are 
bank employees Trevor Wright, Kathleen Violette, Jenna Purcell 
in congratulating Deborah Woods on her recognition.

...Sheguiandah First Nation
...continued from page 3

Kenjgewin Teg named an official test site 
for Canadian Adult Education Credential
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by Tom Sasvari
PROVIDENCE BAY—
Some big names in rock, 
country and bluegrass 
music are headlining two 
annual music festivals in 
Providence Bay next sum-

mer.
Rock and Roll icon 

Kim Mitchell and his 
band, and a band that is 
called Canada’s premier 
high-octane country trio 
The Road Hammers will 

be the headliners at the 
Providence Bay Fair Mu-
sic Festival in August, 
with Larry Efaw and the 
Bluegrass Mountaineers 
will be headlining the 
long list of performers at 
the annual Bluegrass in 
the Country music festi-
val taking place in Provi-
dence Bay in June.

“We wanted to make 
it so more people would 
come out for the week-
end music festival and 
have something for those 
that like rock and roll 
and those who like coun-
try,” said Wayne Legge. 
“Having a classic rock 
performance and country 
performance was the way 
we wanted to go. The feed-
back we have received so 
far has been very good.”

“The biggest announce-
ment of the year has ar-
rived, and we’re bringing 
the heat (and the rock and 
the country),” the web-
site states. “The Provi-
dence Bay Fair festival 
dates are August 21-22. 
Get ready for a legendary 
night of Canadian classic 
rock! The one and only 
Kim Mitchell is bringing 
‘Patio Lanterns,’ ‘Go for 
Soda’ and decades of hits 
to the stage. Prepare for a 
massive party!”

“Closing out the week-
end is Canada’s premier 
high-octane country trio, 
The Road Hammers. The 
Road Hammers will bring 
the full-throttle, gear-jam-
ming energy for an unfor-
gettable Saturday Night.”

“When we had the op-
portunity to get Kim 
Mitchell here, I mean, 
who doesn’t like Km 
Mitchell?” stated Mr. Leg-
ge.

Mr. Legge explained 
as well, “We feel having 
these two great bands 
performing for the week-
end we feel will just add 
to the Prov. Fair. The fair 
always provides lots of 
things for kids and adults 
to see and take part in, 
vendors, food, games, 
rides, the parade and 
much more. After a day of 
all this activity they can 
attend a great concert on 

Friday and Saturday.”
“We did have camping 

available, but it was late 
to the table last year. This 
year we have 100 camp-
sites available and have 
already sold 15 in three 
days they have been avail-
able for the weekend,” 
continued Mr. Legge. 

Those who want to at-
tend the two concerts, and 
the fair as well, can secure 

your full weekend for just 
$80 plus tax. This includes 
both concerts and full 
weekend admission to the 
Providence Bay Fair. As 
of January 1, tickets will 
be $90. 

Kim Mitchell and his 
band will be among two 
bands performing on Fri-
day evening while The 
Road Hammers and two 
more local bands will take 

to the stage Saturday eve-
ning. “Music lovers will 
have five bands to listen 
to and a weekend pass to 
the fair with one ticket.”

“Tickets for the two 
concerts will cost $100 per 
ticket at the door. So, you 
can save $20 by getting 
a ticket now. We (Prov-
idence Bay Fair board) 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CELEBRATE
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Highway 6, Manitowaning 
Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm, Saturday 8:30 am to 2 pm, Closed Sunday 

705-859-3105 • Fax: 705-859-2006 Email: sales.manmil@eastlink.ca

3 WAYS TO SHOP
homehardware.ca sales.manmil@eastlink.ca705-859-3105

Come Home for Christmas

We accept VISA, Master Card, AMEX and Debit.

...Bone Builders robotics
continued Ms. Bauer. 

“It was an amazing event, and the organizers did a 
great job,” said Ms. Bauer. This age group is now done 
for the season until the program starts again next sum-
mer. Reece has now graduated out of this age group, 
and we are excited because she will be joining the MSS 
team next year. She’s been part of our (youth-juniors) 
program and is bringing an amazing package of skills 
to the high school team.”

...continued from page 3

The Manitoulin Bone Builders First Lego League Challenge 
team won the Rising All-Star award at a competition held in 
North Bay, last Saturday. The team included Samuel Pennings, 
a Manitoulin Secondary School robotics team mentor, Theo 
Desjardins, Gabe Hillyard, Easton Lauber, Reese Sabourin, 
Greta Von Schmeling and missing from photo, Olivia McCormick.

Big names coming to Lone Pine Stage next summer
Kim Mitchell, The Road Hammers at Prov Fair, Larry Efaw, Bluegrass Mountaineers at Bluegrass in the Country

Rock and roll icon Kim Mitchell and his band will be the headliner 
for the Providence Bay Fair Festival on August 21. 

Larry Efaw and The Bluegrass Mountaineers will be the headliner 
at the Bluegrass in the Country Music Festival, taking place in 
Providence Bay in June. 

...continued on page 14
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by Margery Frisch
SUDBURY—ANNIE, the 
musical, is having tre-
mendous success in Sud-
bury. The Expositor had 
the opportunity to catch 
a weekday production 
when the theatre was 
filled to the brim with 
students in Grades 5 to 8 
from the Sudbury area. 
It was a noisy, boister-
ous crowd, but when the 
lights dimmed, silence 
fell.

Well, of course, they’d 
quiet down, when mean 
Miss Hannigan, fierce-
ly portrayed by Linda 
Kash, entered, stage 
right, glaring down upon 
them. Her wordless stroll 
across the stage set the 
tone. Should they laugh, 
or did they dare?

ANNIE is the be-
loved musical created 
by Charles Strouse and 
Martin Charnin pro-

viding music and lyrics 
with the story by Thom-
as Meehan. It made its 
Broadway debut in 1977. 
Inspiration came from 
the 1924 comic strip 
“Little Orphan Annie,” 
created by Harold Gray, 
who was inspired by the 
poem “Little Orphan An-
nie,” written by James 
Whitcomb Riley. The 
musical, following its 
debut, ran for nearly 
six years on Broadway, 
winning seven Tony 
awards and spawning 
countless productions 
in numerous countries. 
And now, it has come to 
the stage at the YES The-
atre in Sudbury, with 
one of Wiikwemkoong’s 
own, Ogeequa Williston 
Osawabine playing the 
lead – Annie. Ogeequa 
shares the lead with Wil-
low Ann Wilcock. “You’ll 
see an incredible perfor-

mance no matter who’s 
playing the lead,” Oge-
equa’s mother, Christine 
Williston said, “they’re 
both great,” which gives 
you an indication of the 
community spirit and 
family atmosphere at the 
YES Theatre.

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 10, before an audience 
of her peers, Ogeequa 
Williston Osawabine 
played Annie with the 
energy, spunk and fear-
lessness that is the char-
acter herself, belying the 
young actor’s 12 years. 
How many times has she 
sung ‘Tomorrow,’ and 
on that day, she belted it 

out as if it was a natural 
extension of herself, her 
voice clear, beautiful and 
strong. 

All the performers in 
this production, from 
the very young – orphan 
Molly, played by 8-year-
old Lilou Seelig Cash — 
to the seasoned adults 
with whom they shared 
the stage were profes-
sional in their acting, 
their singing and their 
choreography.

Linda Kash as Miss 
Hannigan, the cruel 
keeper of the orphanage, 
was a delight to watch. 
Her timing, her move-
ments, her singing voice, 
was pure entertainment. 
Oliver Warbucks, played 
by veteran actor Jake 
Deeth, was equally en-
tertaining, with a clear 
and strong singing voice. 
The minor characters of 
Grace, Rooster and Lily, 
played by Er Simbagoye, 
Haui and April Perrin, 

respectively, the young 
orphans and the ensem-
ble performers were spot 
on with their timing, 
their voices strong, their 
movements sure.

The set design was 
simple and sparse but 
enough to tell the story. 
The scene with Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and his cab-
inet was inspired. And 
the final scene, when the 
FBI agents take the bad 
guys away was absolute 
genius. The orchestra 
throughout the produc-
tion depicted the era 
perfectly and they were 
visible to the audience, 
above the stage, through 
the magic of technology. 

There was an opportu-
nity to speak with Oge-
equa following the show 
and she was asked. “Were 
you nervous performing 
in front of an audience 
of kids your age?” “No,” 
she said, “I was at first, 
because I had a bad ex-

perience with a matinee 
where the audience did 
nothing, through the en-
tire thing, didn’t do any-
thing but clap, and I was 
afraid this would be a re-
peat of that, but it wasn’t, 
it was the exact opposite 
and it was the best thing 
ever.” In terms of this be-
ing her first major part 
in a major production 
she said, “It feels great” 
with a sigh. There’s no 
stopping Ogeequa Willis-
ton Osawabine now, act-
ing is in her blood. 

The actors came out for 
a Q & A with the kids in 
the audience at the end of 
the show. Clearly, there 
were many thespians 
in attendance, because 
most of the questions 
centered around theatre. 
“How do you get a part in 
one of these shows?” one 
student asked. Another 
asked about the music. 
And another wanted to 
know how long it took to 
rehearse the show. The 
answer was five weeks, 
which is truly remark-
able, considering the 
number of cast members 
(and little ones at that), 
the number of musical 
pieces, the choreogra-
phy, not to mention the 
blocking of scenes with 
spoken dialogue. A mas-
terpiece put together in 
five weeks under the di-
rection of the amazing 
Peter Hinton-Davis.

ANNIE is a must-see 
show for all ages, a per-
fect Christmas gift, as 
the show centers around 
the Christmas season, 
with a feel-good ending. 
Because of its great suc-
cess, ANNIE has been 
extended an extra week, 
until December 28. Only 
nine shows remain, and 
tickets are selling fast, so 
better act now. You’ll be 
glad you did.   

Come to our restaurant at the 
Manitoulin Hotel and Conference 

Centre for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner, and as you leave you will 
be able to take a card from our 

Christmas tree.

Inside, you’ll find your gift, 
something to help encourage you 
to come back to dine  with us in 
January and February of 2025.

Come on in, because we have got:
• New menu

• New attitude
  • New culture

66 Meredith St E, Little Current
705-368-9966

We have a Christmas gift for you
during our

“Twelve Days of Christmas” event!

See you soon!

Holiday Office Hours

Closed December 24
Re-opening January 6

Merry Christmas!

Dandelion Furniture Studio
Reclaiming, Restoring and Re-imagining Furniture of All Kinds.

What we do:
• Repair/restore/refinish furniture from your home, cottage 
  or business
• Utilize earth-friendly practices
• Work with wood, laminates, veneer and more
• Purchase and customization from my curated studio inventory
• Kitchen cabinet painting (initial consult required)
• Dining chair reupholstery (coming November 2025)
• Serving Manitoulin, Espanola and the Greater Sudbury Area!
Visit us!

Inquiries?
Call at (249) 997-1030,
or email dandelionfurnitureco@gmail.com

@dandelionfurniturestudio

$11,( is filling seats and deligKting aXdiences at <(6 TKeatUe

From left, Ogeequa Williston Osawabine of Wiikwemkoong, Linda Kash as Miss Hannigan and 
Willow Ann Wilcock on the set of Annie, the Musical. Both girls share the lead role of Annie.

5'6% ends \eaU witK ����K sXUSlXs
by Tom Sasvari
SUDBURY—The Rainbow District 
School Board (RDSB) has a surplus in 
its budget at the end of the current fi-
nancial fiscal year.

Derek D’Angelo, on behalf of the 
board’s auditors, KPMG, presented the 
financial statements at the school board 
meeting last week. RDSB received a 
clean audit on its financial statements 
for the year ending August 31, 2025. A 
clean audit is the highest level of assur-
ance that an auditor can provide.

At the end of the 2024-2025 school year, 

RDSB had a surplus and added $560,395 
to its accumulated surplus, Mr. Angelo 
told the school board members.

Trustee Judy Hunda praised Mr. 
D’Angelo and board staff for making 
things relatively easy for the members 
of the board’s audit committee in help-
ing to get the audit completed. 

Trustee Judy Kosmerly reiterated 
that the RDSB had a surplus of $560,395 
in the fiscal year. “We had thought (pre-
viously) that we would be in a deficit 
position this year.”
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FEATURED VEHICLES VISITTO LEARN MORE ABOUT FEATURED VEHICLES VISIT
WWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CAWWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CA

ESPANOLA • GORE BAYESPANOLA • GORE BAY
705-869-1351 • 705-282-2400705-869-1351 • 705-282-2400

2024 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4
6.2L, 8CYL, 4X4, CREW CAB

$70,008

2021 GMC YUKON DENALI
6.2L, 8CYL, 4X4

$66,418

2021 BUICK ENVISION
2.0, 4CYL, AWD

$24,008

 Stock #25506E

2022 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING L
3.6L, 6CYL, FWD

$32,008

 Stock #25506E Stock #25506E Stock #21532E

 Stock #24166 Stock #1FTFW1

 Stock #27016

*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement*Prices may be subject to other fees not included in this advertisement

2023 F0RD F-150
3.5L, 6CYL, 4X4, CREW CAB

$63,008

 Stock #21114RM

Second Hand,
First Class:
Certified and approved,
our used vehicles provide
the best value for money.

$63,008

Interactive workshop on ChatGPT and AI is good for local businesses
by Margery Frisch
LITTLE CURRENT—On 
Wednesday evening, De-
cember 10 and Thursday 
afternoon, December 11, 
at the Manitoulin Hotel 
and Conference Centre, a 
very interesting and quite 
popular interactive work-
shop was being conducted 
by Avery Swartz, founder 
and CEO of Camp Tech. 
Her workshop was all 
about ChatGPT and AI. 
The program was host-
ed by Susan Whynott of 
Northern Ontario Women 
(NOW), and many wom-
en, and one gentleman at 
the Thursday workshop, 
came out to hear about 
and learn through their 
laptops and other devices, 
how ChatGPT might help 
their businesses.

Ms. Swartz is a self-de-
clared tech-nerd, and she 
began her workshop by 
having everyone state 
their name, the compa-
ny they work for (or not, 
if they were there out of 
curiosity), “and, fill in 
the blank with one word. 
‘I feel ______ about using 
AI in my business.’ The 
answers varied, though 
there were some repeats: 
confused, was a popu-
lar one, as was conflict-
ed. nervous, uncertain, 
scared. ‘Opposed,’ came 
from this writer. That 
got a laugh. “But you’re 
here,” said Ms. Swartz, 
“that’s good.” To which 
Ms. Whynott informed 
Ms. Swartz she had asked 
the press to come to cover 
the story. More laughter.

“This is my job, teach-
ing people about technol-

ogy,” Ms. Swartz said. 
“This is what I love to do. 
I own a company that’s a 
tech education company; 
I’ve been doing this for 
about 14 years” she said. 
“I’m here to give you 
practical advice.” 

For two hours, Ms. 
Swartz did exactly that, 
she gave advice that was 
helpful, instructive, in-
formative (what not to tell 
ChatGPT) and useful. She 
began by saying, “AI is 
everywhere,” and, on the 
screen behind her she pro-
duced a list: “In the last 
24 hours, have you: Un-
locked your smartphone 
with your face? Used auto 
complete? Scrolled social 
media? Used Google Maps 
of Waze for directions? 
Logged into online bank-
ing? Listened to a song 
that Spotify suggested? 
Removed something from 
a photo? Had an email 

go to your spam folder? 
Charged your smart-
phone? AI has actually 
been in our lives, and we 
have been using it for a 
very long time,” she said. 

She spoke of Generative 
AI, how it scans its train-
ing data for ‘patterns,’ 
tries to predict what 
words come next based 
on patterns, but does not 
understand the meaning 
behind what it generates. 
She warned of “hallucina-
tions.” AI tools will nev-
er say it does not know, 
instead, it will generate 
a response that sounds 
confident but is incorrect. 
In other words, it lies. 
Generative AI is best used 
when you can verify the 
information given, when 
there’s more than one 
right answer. Don’t use 
GenAI when there’s only 
one right answer, and you 
can’t check its accuracy. 

Ms. Swartz also warned 
against giving sensitive 
information to GenAI and 
because GenAI makes 
stuff up—always verify 
the output.

She then took everyone 
on a tutorial of hands-
on activities. Opening 
ChatGPT was first and 
foremost, either signing 
up or signing in, if you 
already have the app. A 
few did. She warned, it’s a 
free app, but with some of 
the assignments, you may 
hit a wall and they’ll want 
you to pay. “You can skip 
those,” she said.

The first assignment 
was to have ChatGPT 
write an email. Then, 
add context and detail to 
sound more personal but, 
she warned, do not give 
confidential information. 
Everyone was instructed 
to have ChatGPT make 
the email sound more ca-
sual, shorten it to two sen-
tences. The assignments 
continued, all the while 
Ms. Swartz was instruct-
ing, warning and educat-
ing about the benefits and 
the dangers of this tech-
nology. She explained 
how to add tone, voice and 
style to AI with prompts. 
Then how to save those 
prompts in a file on your 
computer so you don’t 
have to write them out 
each time you use AI. The 
third exercise was to have 
ChatGPT take a copy of 
your handwritten notes 
and turn them into a task 
list. This was of most in-
terest to those in atten-
dance. It can take a photo 
of your handwritten notes 

and turn it into some-
thing useful. Ms. Swartz 
showed everyone how 
to use voice rather than 
written instructions. She 
asked AI to interview her 
to create standard operat-
ing procedure for recur-
ring tasks. Lastly, she had 
everyone creating images 
by typing in prompts – a 
woman in a suburban set-
ting walking a large dog. 
Impressive. Many did 
all the exercises, pleased 
with the results. Some 
got lost along the way and 
others were too skeptical 
or fearful and did not in-
vite ChatGPT into their 
laptops.

Ms. Swartz wrapped 
up her session by cover-
ing the pros and cons of 
AI. It saves time, you can 
offload mundane tasks, 
spark new ideas, improve 
customer service, lower 
costs and level the play-
ing field. The risks: dis-
information, deception, 
impact on jobs, environ-
mental impact, eroding 
critical thinking skills, 
data privacy/security, 
copywriting and regulato-
ry issues, bias, disclosure 
and reputational risk. Ms. 
Swartz concluded by cov-
ering the ethical aspects 
of AI: ‘Is this tool good 
for this task? Or am I us-
ing AI because I’m lazy? 
What’s the environmen-
tal impact of my AI use? 
Am I taking work away 
from someone else? It’s 
important to think about 
these things and mitigate 
as much as possible. I 
want to mitigate ‘hallu-
cinations.’ I want to im-

prove the work; I want to 
mitigate algorithmic bias. 
And then there’s account-
ability. I think about ac-
countability all the time. 
If I’m not accountable, 
then I shouldn’t use AI.”

Ms. Swartz showed 
some technological wiz-
ardry at the end of her 
presentation to demon-
strate various ways to 
enhance one’s business 
presence on the world 
wide web. Stressing all 
the while, the importance 
of fact checking for accu-
racy before trusting the 
AI generated results.

“I attended a workshop 
of Avery’s down in Par-
ry Sound last fall,” Ms. 
Whynott said when asked 
how she came to invite 
Ms. Swartz to Little Cur-
rent, “and thought ‘wow, 
I need to get her up here.’ 
It took us a while of go-
ing back and forth to nail 
down an opening in her 
calendar, but I’m very 
glad we did.” Everyone 
who attended her work-
shops was very glad she 
came. Her presentation 
was thorough, informa-
tive and entertaining. 
Though better educated 
about ChatGPT and AI, 
some who attended are 
still conflicted, uncertain 
and scared, but that’s 
okay. Having listened to 
Ms. Swartz’s warnings 
they have an even better 
understanding of why 
they’re conflicted, uncer-
tain and scared. Knowl-
edge is power.

A well-attended workshop on AI for business was hosted by 
Northern Ontario Women at the Manitoulin Hotel last week 
featuring presenter Avery Swartz.

photo by Margery Frisch
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by Jacqueline St.Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
TORONTO—He was found where the 
city loosens its grip—near the Don Riv-
er and Queen Street East—on July 26, 
2002. No wallet. No papers. No one pac-
ing the shoreline asking questions. To-
ronto Police say foul play was not sus-
pected. Just a man, unnamed, carried 
out of the water and filed into a system 

that is very good at holding onto bodies 
and very bad at holding onto stories.

Twenty-three years later, that man 
still has no name.

But the story has begun to speak.
Through Investigative Genetic Ge-

nealogy, Toronto Police have learned 
that most of his ancestry is Indigenous, 
rooted in Manitoulin Island and the 
Algoma region, braided with French 

and Acadian lines. Two-thirds Indige-
nous. One-third European. A familiar 
map to many families here. His DNA 
shares common ancestors with people 
carrying surnames long etched into 
Island life: Pine, Corbiere, Toulouse, 
Migwans, Debassige, Roy, Vincent, 
Jimagan, Waboose, Picody, and Sissen-
ah. Police caution that his surname in 
life may have been something else en-
tirely.

This is not a family tree you pass 
without stopping. It is a thicket of re-
lations, doubled and tripled through 
generations of intermarriage, kinship 
and survival. According to Toronto 
Police Service Detective Constable 
James Atkinson, updated DNA testing 
has produced many matches—none 
close enough yet to restore his name. 
X-chromosome matches point strongly 

to Manitoulin Island on his mother’s 
side. On his father’s side, the genetic 
trail leads toward Mississauga First 
Nation near Blind River.

The earliest confirmed maternal an-
cestors are Marie Roy, born May 24, 
1817, and Henri Corbiere, born around 
April 2, 1823—both believed to have 
been born on Manitoulin, possibly in 
Wiikwemkoong, and later passing in 
West Bay/M’Chigeeng First Nation in 
1917 and 1918. Paternally, most match-
es trace back to descendants of Joseph 
Vincent and his wife Angelique, who 
settled around Mississauga First Na-
tion in the mid-1800s.

Police have spoken with many fam-
ilies. Several possibilities have been 
ruled out through close familial DNA 

wanted to make the fair 
weekend as affordable as 
possible for everyone,” 
continued Mr. Legge. “We 
didn’t have a VIP ticket 
last year, but we are go-
ing to have 100 VIP tickets 
this year, at $250 per tick-
et, and have sold a quar-
ter of the tickets already.” 
He noted the tremendous 
support being provided 
by a lot of sponsors, busi-
nesses and individuals 
towards the 2026 Fair and 
music festival.

“The Providence Bay 
Fair Music Festival is 
definitely growing,” said 
Mr. Legge. “When the 
annual Country Fest fes-

tival and Rockin’ on the 
Rock were cancelled it left 
a massive hole. We are 
going to try and fill this 
gap.”

Grab your tickets today 
at https://events.front-
door.plus/event/1835

“Larry Efaw is very 
well known on the blue-
grass music circuit and 
has played with quite 
a few big names and 
bands,” said Ben Len-
tir, of Bluegrass in the 
Country. “He has been on 
the bluegrass circuit for 
many years. The band he 
has is almost a completely 
total new band. They are 
all great people and great 
musicians; his grandson 
is one of the musicians 
and Gracie Timmermans 
is also a distant cousin of 
the Timmermans in Little 
Current.”

“I met Larry a couple of 
years ago when I played 
at a festival in Red Riv-
er, and (the late) Broth-
er John Featherstone 
had been working with 
him to get him and his 
band to play at our festi-
val. But then COVID-19 
showed up in 2020, and 
everything went behind 
the eight ball. Last year 
I was performing in Riv-
er Valley and Mr. Efaws’ 
band was playing and we 
got talking about his band 
coming here.”

Duke Street Turn-
around, “is a Toronto 
based band that is new to 
the bluegrass circuit, but 
highly recommended by a 
couple of other bluegrass 
festivals,” continued Mr. 
Lentir. “They are new to 
bluegrass and are another 
young group, but they are 
doing really well in blue-
grass. We are always open 
to new people and bands.”

Another new performer 
next year is Onion Honey. 
“They are more of a tradi-
tional lock hammer folk 
style bluegrass band with 
wonderful harmonies.”

The band Granite Hill 
has played at the local 
festival off and on over 
the years, having last per-

formed in Providence Bay 
two years ago. 

The Bender Project, 
“is a duo group from the 
Pembroke area. They are 
new to our festival,” said 
Mr. Lentir. “They are re-
ally excited to be perform-
ing here, we saw them in 
Sault Ste. Marie at the 
Northern Ontario Coun-
try Music Awards, and 
Carol Gilmore had asked 
them if they wanted to 
come to our festival. They 
played on the Thursday 
night show and decided 
they wanted to play at our 
festival.”

Other bands in the mu-
sical lineup include the 
Canucky Bluegrass Boys, 
“who are a really good 
band and a tremendous 
supporter of our festival. 
They have played here 
several times and were 
originally coaxed to join 
our festival by Austin 
Featherstone.”

Other performers 
during the June 12-14 
weekend include Av-
ery Drive of Espano-
la, Larry Carriere 
and Different Picks, 
along with Ben Lentir. 
“We are really looking 
forward to next year’s 
festival,” stated Mr. Len-
tir. Ticket information 
and prices can be viewed 
on the Bluegrass in the 
Country website. 

“All the proceeds from 
Bluegrass In the Country 
over the weekend goes to 
support Manitoulin Spe-
cial Olympics and our 
athletes on Manitoulin 
Island,” said Mr. Lentir. 
“We really enjoy putting 
on this festival and hope 
we can keep it going for 
many more years.” “With 
the beautiful new Lone 
Pine stage at the Provi-
dence Bay fairgrounds, it 
has really been a big ben-
efit, and the bands love it, 
said Mr. Lentir. He said 
the event receives tre-
mendous support from lo-
cal sponsors, individuals 
and businesses.

Precision-built modular homes designed for life in Northern and First Nations 
communities - crafted indoors, delivered with care, and ready faster.

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES, TOGETHER

QUALITY YOU CAN COUNT ON
Every Royal Home is built indoors in Wingham, 
Ontario, using modular construction that protects 
against weather delays and ensures precision
craftsmanship from start to finish.
READY IN AS LITTLE AS 60 DAYS
Factory-built efficiency means faster timelines 
and dependable delivery ― from family homes to 
multi-unit developments.

PROUD PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY GROWTH
Royal Homes is honoured to work closely with
First Nations across Ontario, supporting local 
training, employment, and housing solutions that 
strengthen communities for generations to come.

BENEFITS OF MODULAR HOUSING

COST EFFICIENCY
Less waste, lower labour, faster build 
times.

SPEED OF CONSTRUCTION
Site + factory work done in parallel.

CONSISTENT QUALITY
Weather-proofed precision in every 
build.
SCALABILITY
Easily repeatable designs for
large developments.

LET’S BUILD SOMETHING GREAT TOGETHER. TALK TO US TODAY.

BUILT IN WINGHAM • SERVING COMMUNITIES ACROSS ONTARIO
Phone: 519-357-2606
Toll Free: 1-800-265-3083
E-mail: info@royalhomes.com
Website: royalhomes.com

Royal Homes Corporation 
213 Arthur Street, P.O. Box 370
Wingham, ON N0G 2W0

Paradise

...Lone Pine Stage next summer

...continued from page 11

...continued on page 24

Toronto Police asking for help in identifying man with Island roots

A police sketch of a man discovered deceased on July 26, 2002 near the Don River and Queen 
Street East in Toronto.

PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
Purpose of this application is for the creation of a new lot.

CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:
The consent is required for the creation of two new building lots.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands public meeting concerning this application.  If you have 
specific comments regarding this application, you may submit a letter to the Secretary-
Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at the meeting.

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except as 
otherwise provided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further notice in 
the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect of 
the proposed Consent, you must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Planning Authority at the address shown below.

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY THAT FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the 
Approval Authority in respect of the proposed consent has not made a written 
submission to the Approval Authority before it gives or refuses to give a provisional 
consent, the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this 
application is available to the public for viewing at 
the Municipal o�ce between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday; or you 
may contact Ms. Pam Myers, Clerk
at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: December 17, 2025

Town of Northeastern
Manitoulin & the Islands
14 Water St. E., P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Con 2025-15
The 833 Island Corp

Island TP 833 PCL 345 Inst 9434
Settlement Area
Residential

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT
THE CORPORATION OF THE

TOWN OF  NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS
UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT

TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH, 2026 AT 7:00 PM

File No.:
Applicant:
Legal 
Description:
O�cial Plan:
Zoning:
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Proudly serving
all of Manitoulin,

Espanola
and the North Shore

Visit the lot at
559 Centre Street, Espanola

or visit us online at
NorthernFord.ca

•Sales
•Service
•Parts

Call us today at
705-869-1402

2024 LINCOLN CORSAIR RESERVE
15,659 kms | Stock #U02742 | $51,587 28,287 kms | Stock #25156A | $39,985

2024 FORD MUSTANG ECOBOOST

39,077 kms | Stock #U02741 | $54,998
2022 FORD F-150 LARIAT 2020 CHEVROLET SPARK LS

60,827 kms | Stock #25154B | $12,988
2022 FORD ESCAPE

108,138 kms | Stock # 25035A | $23,985

2025 FORD BRONCO OUTER BANKS
Stock #25208 | $75,066

2025 FORD MAVERICK XLT
Stock # 25211 | $43,856

2025 FORD ESCAPE ST-LINE
Stock # 25185 | $43,205

BRAND NEW

2022 FORD F-150 LARIAT
45,172 kms | Stock #U02740 | $52,998

PRE-OWNED

559 Centre Street, Espanola559 Centre Street, Espanola Happy
Holidays

from
the

team!

9ROXQWHHUV�DQG�7LP�+RUWRQ·V�
staff present a cheque for 
$5,574 to Manitoulin Family 
Resources Executive 
Director Colleen Hill, centre.

photo by Michael Erskine

Smiling for a great 
cause!

Folks at the Manitoulin 
Health Centre Auxilliary are 
an industrious bunch. This 
\HDU·V� 7LP� +RUWRQ·V� 6PLOH�
&RRNLH� FDPSDLJQ� EHQHÀ�WHG�
from quite a few volunteers 
stepping up to lend a hand.

photo by Michael Erskine

Members of the Little Current 
Lions Club receive a thank you 
FKHTXH� IURP� WKH� 7LP� +RUWRQ·V�
staff at the Little Current branch of 
the iconic Canadian coffee stop.

photo by Michael Erskine

Little Current Lions 
Club members Smile 

Cookie efforts abound!
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...Manitoulin Island communities celebrate Christmas with style

Assiginack Mayor Brenda Reid caught the Gingerbread man 
GXULQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\·V�WUHH�OLJKWLQJ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�

photo by Kelly Ranta

Author and master potter Jan McQuay was on hand at the 
*RUGRQ�&KULVWPDV�PDUNHW�

*RUH�%D\�FRXQFLO�DQG�VWDII�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�EDUHO\�WKHUH�GXULQJ�
WKH�DQQXDO�&KULVWPDV�SDUDGH�

'R� \RX� JHW� WR� EH� PRUH� RI� D� FRPPXQLW\� À[WXUH� WKDQ� %HWW\·V�
&RQYHQLHQFH�6WRUH"�,I�VR��ZH�FDQ·W�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�

1RZ�WKDW�LV�WDNLQJ�WKH�XJO\�&KULVWPDV�VZHDWHU�WR�D�ZKROH�QHZ�
OHYHO�

+HUH� FRPHV� WKH� 0DQLWRXOLQ� ���� 6HD� &DGHW� &RUSV�� 7KHVH�
DPD]LQJ� \RXQJ� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� DUH� DOZD\V� WKHUH� IRU� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�

:KDW·V� D� &KULVWPDV� SDUDGH� ZLWKRXW� D� UHLQGHHU� FKDQQHOOLQJ�
KRUVH"�7KLV�ÀQH�SUDQFHU�ZDV�DOO�GHFNHG�RXW�DW�WKH�/LWWOH�&XUUHQW�
&KULVWPDV�SDUDGH�

/RRN�RXW��,W·V�WKH�*ULQFK�DOO�VHW�WR�VFRRS�XS�\RXU�&KULVWPDV�WLQJ�
GLQJOHUV�

&DQG\�FDQHV�DQG�OROOLSRSV�DUH�D�GHOLJKWIXO�ELW�RI�&KULVWPDV�NLW�

Notice of Study Commencement
Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment
Highway 6 Little Current Swing Bridge Project
GWP 5268-14-00
The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. to undertake the Detail 
Design and Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Study for the replacement of the Highway 6 Little 
Current Swing Bridge located in the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands in Northeastern 
Ontario. The bridge provides year-round highway access between Manitoulin Island and mainland areas of 
Northern Ontario. The preliminary design for the new bridge was confirmed through the Planning, Preliminary 
Design and Class EA study previously completed in 2023. The Preliminary recommended design includes 
the replacement of the Little Current Swing Bridge with a new through-truss swing bridge situated on a new 
alignment, located approximately 80 m west of the existing bridge.

THE PROCESS
This study is being carried out as a Group ‘A’ project under the previous MTO Class Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000) and includes undertaking environmental and 
engineering field investigations and seeking input from stakeholders, external agencies, Indigenous 
communities and the public.
One Public Information Centre (PIC) is planned, and the notice of the PIC will be advertised in local 
newspapers and sent to the study contact list. Upon completion of the Detail Design study, a Design and 
Construction Report (DCR) will be prepared and filed for a 30-day public comment period. The DCR will 
document the Class EA process followed, the detail design study, the consultation program, potential 
environmental effects and the final mitigation plan. At that time, a Notice of DCR Submission will be 
published in local newspapers and sent to the study contact list. Additionally, continuous Indigenous 
consultation will be held throughout the study process, including Community Information Sharing 
Sessions (CISSs).
COMMENTS
You are encouraged to participate in the study and to provide comments in writing to the project team. If you 
wish to have your name added to the project mailing list or have questions about the study, please contact:
Lincoln MacDonald, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
300-1331 Clyde Avenue
Ottawa, ON  K2C 3G4
tel: 613-703-6058
e-mail: comments@swingbridgestudy.ca

Melissa Delfino, P. Eng.
Lead Engineer, Projects
Ministry of Transportation Northeastern Region
447 McKeown Avenue 
North Bay, ON  P1B 9S9
tel: 705-491-7756 
e-mail: comments@swingbridgestudy.ca

You are encouraged to visit the project website, https://swingbridgestudy.ca where project information 
including study notices, background information, PIC displays and the DCR will be made available as the 
study progresses. You can also submit comments to the project team on the project website. If you have any 
accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project, please contact one of the Project Team 
members listed above. Comments and information are being collected to assist the MTO in meeting the 
requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. Information will be collected in accordance with 
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. All comments will be maintained on file for use 
during the study and, with the exception of personal information, may be included in study documentation 
and become part of the public record.
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2003,” said Ms. Muter. 
“The Baird modelling 
revealed a major discrep-
ancy between the mod-
elled St. Clair flows (5,00 
cms under high flows) 
and the flows measured 
by the USGS flow meter 
at Port Huron (7,000 cps 
under high flows).”

She continued noting 
GBGLF interrogated 
USGS again in 2020 to 
check on the accuracy 
of this metre. “This was 
inconclusive. The metre 
does not read across the 
entire river, so USGS 
‘extrapolates’ to estimate 
the full flow rates. Our 
Baird study showed that 
the St. Clair River con-
veyance capacity had in-
creased by eight percent 
after 1930 and another 
eight percent after the 
Seaway project in 1962. 
It has not changed sig-
nificantly since 2003 but 
continues to rise slowly.”

To prevent disastrous 
low waters after 2030, “a 
study is needed now to 
determine best methods 
to prove that flexible 
structures can be suc-
cessfully deployed to alle-
viate low water levels but 
not interfere with high 
supplies. This is required 
under the 1909 Boundary 
Waters Treaty,” said Ms. 
Muter. “Once that is de-
termined funds need to 
be put in place and the 
IJC could oversee the in-
stallation. GBGLF could 
undertake the work the 
IJC advised with new 
flow and bathymetric 
data collection contract-
ed to W.F. Baird and As-
sociates and to design the 
best option to prevent 
the impending decline to 
below 2013 record low.” 
“This will not happen 
on the other Great Lakes 
since they have control 
mechanisms and control 
boards that set month-
ly discharges,” said Ms. 
Muter. “The middle lakes 
deserve better than the 
crisis that is beginning to 
happen now.”

The GBGLF is request-
ing, “that the Canadian 
government respond to 
the IJC’s 2013 advice to 
governments, as soon as 
possible to prevent the 
economic and ecological 
disaster that will unfold 
on Georgian Bay if ECCC 
predictions happen that 
water levels on Georgian 
Bay will be one metre be-
low 2013 record low by 
2030. They are also ask-
ing the ECCC provide 
the $2 million funding 
requested by GBGLF to 
undertake the work the 
IJC requested of our gov-
ernment in 2013; That 
when the Seaway is shut 
down from January to 
March, the St. Clair and 
Detroit Rivers also be 
closed to navigation; 
that ice booms be placed 
at the outflow of Lake 
Huron into the St. Clair 
River (as is done in the 
St. Mary’s and Niagara 
rivers); that the Canadi-
an Ice breaker not oper-
ate in winter months to 
maintain shipping in the 
St. Clair River.”

In early 2013, the IJC 
had provided more rec-
ommendations to the US 
and Canadian govern-
ments on how to improve 
management of water 
levels on the upper Great 

Lakes. She explained 
the IJC recommended 
that no action be taken 
by governments to pro-
mote full regulation of 
Lakes Michigan-Huron 
outflows through con-
struction of extensive 
locks and dams in the St. 
Clair River. This solu-
tion could cost up to $20 
billion and would have 
profound adverse affects 
on the environment and 
economy of the region.

The IJC recommend-
ed that a system-wide 
adaptive management 
program be implement-
ed to promote resiliency 
across the region in face 
of significant climate 
change.

It was pointed out, the 
IJC has already modi-
fied its regulation plan 
for Lake Superior to bet-
ter stabilize flows in the 
St. Mary’s River month 
to month. The IJC also 

recommended that work 
begin to assess how en-
gineering structures 
could be installed in the 
St. Clair River to restore 
up to 10 inches of water 
levels on the upstream 
lakes.

Another recommen-
dation of the IJC was 
to periodically moni-
tor changes in the St. 
Clair River conveyance, 
including conducting 
bathymetric surveys on 

a frequent basis. Another 
significant recommenda-
tion by the IJC was for 
the governments to im-
prove the monitoring and 
modeling of hydrologic 
and meteorologic condi-
tions on the upper Great 
Lakes, including im-
proving the prediction of 
evaporation rates. There 
have been significant im-
provements in this area 
already, Ms. Muter add-
ed.

Please consider donating. Your donations greatly 
help our community. Donation forms can be 
picked up at The Expositor o�ce or online at 

manitoulincentennial.ca/fundraising. You can drop 
o� a cheque or cash at the Manor or call 705-368-

2710. E-transfers can be sent to
donationsmcm@extendicare.com

(please specify “for Tree of Lights”).

TOTAL RAISED TO DATE:TOTAL RAISED TO DATE:

$23,545
Help us reach

the top of the tree!
E. Lefebvre-Boothe (In Memory of 
Kennneth Boothe)

Susan Maile Beaudoin (In Memory of 
Sally Lachapelle)

Diane Baker

Nina and Ashton (In Celebration of Mabel 
Gamble Callback 1st Manor Resident)

Carol and Dave Hill (In Celebration of All 
caring for the Elderly)

R. Brent Rodgers

Frances McCulligh

Lucie Medwig (In Memory of Roy Finch)

Don and Donna Kay (In Memory of Alice 
Gilchrist & Margy McFarlane)

RONA Little Current Building Supply

Joyce Morrell

Ruth McGregor (In Memory of Bill and 
Mark McGregor)

Diana and Cal Parrill (In Celebration of 
Linda Bowerman)

Ed and Brenda Wright (In Memory of 
Edith Bond and Sarah Wright)

John Omnet (In Memory of Marie Kewley)

Bob and Nancy Smith (In Memory of 
Arlene Campbell)

Claudia Chamberland (In Memory of 
Arlene Campbell)

Grace E King (In Memory of Arlene 
Campbell)

Gail Gjos

Kerry Chatwell (Celebrating past and 
present residents and their caregivers)

Donna MacKendrick (In memory of 
Wayne Smith

Freddie’s Welding

Silver
Bob and Bonnie Smith (In Memory of Arlene 
Campbell)

M. Jean Marshall (In Memory of Jean 
Marshall)

Robert and Sandra Clark (In Memory of our 
parents)

Reta and Mike Bilyea (In Memory of Jim and 
Mary)

David and Linda Hall (In Memory of John 
and Florence Hall)

Jim and Brenda Sloss (In Memory of George 
and Alice Sloss)

Doug and Cathy Tracy

Gordon and Mary Ann Wagg

David and Eleanor Sloss (In Memory of 
Florence Sloss)

D & D Cleaning

Jim and Brenda Sloss (In Memory of Wayne 
Sloss)

Gold
The Manitoulin Expositor [In memory of 
Alexander (Sandy) McGillivray]

Tehkummah Triangle Seniors’ Club

C. Pearson & Son Excavation & Haulage 
(In memory of Hazel Lanktree and Calvin 
Pearson)

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 177

Little Current Medical Associates

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 39

Bill and Linda Strain (In memory of Dorothy 
Strain)

Dr. Bryn Casson Dentistry

D & H Electrical

Elks Lodge, Espanola

Platinum
The Lions Club of Espanola

Manitoulin Group of Companies

Manor Auxiliary

Wendy Gauthier (In celebration of 
Marcel Gauthier)

Dieter Poenn Medicine Profession 
Corporation

The annual
Manitoulin Centennial Manor

Tree of Lights campaign is underway!

Edith Beange (In Memory of Susie Runnalls)

Susan Whynott (In Memory of Lew and 
Joanne Lanktree)

Hans Kraft (In Memory of Magdalena 
Crouch)

David and Lynda Noe

Manitowaning Mill HBC

Blair and Ann Morphet (In Celebration of 
Bev Morphet)

Providence Bay / Spring Bay Lions Club

Darrell Eadie (In Celebration of Ted and 
Lorraine Eadie)

Beverley Morphet (In Memory of Erma Peck 
and Doris Morphet)

Whilamean Strain (In Memory of Wayne 
Varey, David Taylor, Allen Taylor, Patsy 
Bolton and Brenda Strain

Shaftesbury Inn

J.A. Rolston Ltd. Brokerage

Pierre Roy and Manon Tremblay Roy (In 
Memory of Louise Duranleau)

Mariette L’Ecuyer (In Memory of Louise 
Duranleau)

Roy and Cheryl Knobel

Bruce and Helen Gordon

Leila Thureson (In Celebration of all resi-
dents)

Irene E. Callaghan (In Memory of Thomas J. 
Callaghan)

Linda Gray

Geoff Mason (In memory of Justeen Anstice)

Sue Wadge (In Memory of Wayne Smith)

Wendy Gauthier (In memory of Arlene 
Campbell)

Lesley Phillips

Michael Erskine

Alex and Eleanor Leeson (In memory of 
Erling Size)

Marilyn Smith (In celebration of Ken Sikio)

Don Bowerman (In Memory of Ron 
Bowerman and Andy Bowerman)

Brenda McAllister (In Memory of Elgin 
and Alice McAllister)

Anonymous (In Memory of John and 
Freda Farquhar)

Victoria Watson (In Memory of Hazel 
McMullen)

Elizabeth Schneider (In Memory of Don 
Spraggett)

Ursula Paxton (In Memory of Rob Paxton)

Gary Newton

Anchor Inn Hotel

Gregory Towns (In Memory of Ron and 
Evelyn Towns)

John and Sharon Ferguson (In Memory of 
Bertha Ferguson and Jean Cote)

Don Bowerman (In Memory of Rhetta 
Bowerman and Effie Size)

Help us reach

Laidley Stationery & Office Furniture

Eric and Liz Stillwaugh (In Memory 
of Georgina Stillwaugh and Mary 
Johnson)

Robert & Paulette Duranleau (In 
Memory of Louise Duranleau)

Streetwise Holdings

J. James Bousquet Realty Inc.

D. Marych

Manitoulin Denture Clinic

Carolyn McDonald (In Memory of 
Justeen Anstice)

Larry David L. Glover (In Memory of 
Arlene Campbell)

Dianne E. Moggy (In Memory of 
Hugh and Marilyn Moggy)

Everett E. Eadie

Manitoulin Trout Farms Inc.

Mike Varey Excavating

Robert and Kathy Case

M. Wray Trucking Ltd.

Jack and Marie Baker

J. A. V. Masonary

Linda and Art Addison (In Memory of 
Shirley White)

Gerald Green (In Memory of John 
and Freda Farquhar)

Trinity United Church Women

Darlene Prior (In Memory of Arlene 
Campbell)

Duranleau Family (In memory of 
Louise Duranleau)

Jeanette Few

Mary and Larry Smith

Brian and Sharyn Bird

Har-Cor Diesel and Gas (In Memory 
of Doug and Norm Hore)

Linda M. Kelly (In Honour of Goldie 
Cunningham)

Keith Holtze

Jennifer Ferguson

Betty and Ivan Edwards (In 
Celebration of Goldie Cunninghham 
and Marguerite Hore)

Katherine Grant (In Celebration of Jean 
Grant)

Lavish’s Your Independent Grocer

Sharon Bentley

MacDonald Oldford

Jake’s Home Centre

Holy Trinity Anglican Church

Elaine and Jim Jordan (In memory of 
Erling Size)

Roy and Margaret Eaton

M & M Building Products

Robert and Marilyn Gordon (In Memory of 
Marie Gordon)

Little Current United Church

Mac’s Road Service

Bronze
Trevor Wright (In Memory of Lyla 
Edna Chatwell)

Peggy Smith (In Memory of Wayne 
Smith)

Anne Slaght (In Memory of Doug 
Slaght and Family)

Diane Dorriesfield (In Celebration of 
the Caregivers)

Ila and Graham Lloyd (In Memory of 
Eileen Dinsmore)

...L. Huron water levels expected to drop by one metre by 2030

...continued from page 8

Mary Muter
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Christmas WISH LIST and
DINING GUIDE

A gift they’� enjoy a� year!

By McQuay Click & Clay 416-524-4864
Available at Pharmacies in Gore Bay, Mindemoya and Little Current

Also available at:  The Manitoulin Expositor, D&N Variety
Mindemoya - Island Home Outfitters
www.scenicmanitoulin@eastlink.ca

LAIDLEY STATIONERY 
& OFFICE FURNITURE

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Wishing you peace, love & joy.

- Tammy & the boys

Located at 17 Campbell St. E., Little Current
info@laidley-stationery.ca

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
9 AM - 5 PM

SUNDAY AND HOLIDAYS
12 PM - 6 PM

HOURS OF OPERATION:

$5 Featured Sub of the Day,
Tuesdays in the Co�ee Shop

Come check out our
weekly instore specials!

andysshellandgroceries@gmail.com

HARDWARE

Mindemoya (705) 377-6060   Little Current (705)-368-0808

This holiday season,
sleep nestled snug in one of our cozy beds.

 Little Current (705)-368-0808

The Needle
Box

26 Water Street
Little Current, ON

705-368-3010
The Needle Box Countdown to Christmas!

Nov. 17-27: 20% Off purchase
Nov. 24-29: 20% Off marble chunky
Dec. 1-6: Batiks, Buy one get one free
Dec. 8-13: 20% Off Xmas fabrics
Dec. 15-20: 20% Off on all yarn
Dec. 22-27: Have a Merry Christmas!

Summer Breeze Co

FLOWER & GIFT
BOUTIQUE

(705) 210-1375
35 Water St E. Unit 2,
Little Current, ON
P0P 1K0

sbeaudin@summerbreezeco.co

Lavish’s

40 Meredith St E, Little Current
(705) 368-0617

ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY 
ESSENTIALS IN STORE ESSENTIALS IN STORE ESSENTIALS IN STORE 

NOW!NOW!NOW!
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BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW
Dine in or have us cater your event!  

call 705-368-3370

28 Vankoughnet Street East, Little Current

THE FISH STORE  
54 Vankoughnet St E, 

Little Current
705-368-3755

Follow The Fish Store on Facebook
Fall Hours: 

Tues. - Thurs. 9 am - 3 pm, 
Fri. 10 am - 4 pm, 

Closed Saturday, Sunday and Monday

All Frozen Undergrade Rainbow Trout Fillets,
Buy 1 case get the 2nd case for 1/2 price

A gi� & flower 
for every 
occasion & 
every season. 
Don’t miss out!

Visit us at 
19B Water St. E., Li
le Current, ON

2026 Season Golf Membership

Holiday
SALE

SAVE UP TO
$150

For more information visit us at RainbowRidgeGolf.com
RESTRICTIONS APPLY. DEAL ENDS DECEMBER 31ST, 2025.
$100 OFF SINGLES OR SENIOR SINGLES MEMBERSHIPS

$150 OFF COUPLES OR SENIOR COUPLES MEMBERSHIPS.

Book your holiday party with us!
We can accommodate any size party

For more infomation, call: 705-368-2023 
or email: anchordirectdeposit@gmail.com

Open 7 days a week from 9am - 8pm!

Your Family of

Pharmacies

WE HAVE A WIDE SELECTION 
OF FESTIVE HOME DECOR AND 

LOTS OF GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST!

LITTLE CURRENT
41 MEREDITH ST. E.

705-368-2530

MINDEMOYA
11 YONGE ST.
705-377-5411

MANITOWANING
147 ARTHUR ST.

705-859-2323

CCC
EEEYYY’’’SSS CCCCCCRRRRRRAAAAAAZZZZZZYYYYYY BBBBBBRRRRRREEEEEEAAAAAAKKKKKKFFFFFFAAAFAFFFAFAFAFFFAF SSSTTT DDD

LLLCCC
EEEYYY’’’SSS CCCRRR KKKFFFAAAFAFFFAFAFAFFFAF SSSTTT DDDDDDEEEAAALLLCCCAAARRREEEYYY’’’SSS CCCRRR KKKFFFAAAFAFFFAFAFAFFFAF SSSTTT DDDEEE

Logo Design: Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre
proof v2: May 10, 2013

Description/Rationale: Add logotype to Great Spirit Circle Trail icon to create a logo for the 

Manitoulin Hotel & Conference Centre.

Official logo

Alternate logo - Use only when medium cannot accomodate the dimensions of the Official Logo.

WEEKDAYS ONLY | 7AM-11AM

2 EGGS, 2 PIECES OF BACON OR 
SAUSAGE, HOME FRIES & TOAST

(705) 368-9966
66 Meredith St. E., Little Current
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Manitoulin’s Business Directory
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YOUR LOVED ONE IS MOST
VULNERABLE WHEN HOME ALONE

Access to immediate help with one push of a button!
Sudbury Owned & Operated    No Minimum Rental Period    No Landline Required

Call today to schedule with local installer Keith Legge.
Ask about the times his button has saved him!

YOUR LOVED ONE IS MOST
 VULNERABLE WHEN HOME ALONE

Access to immediate help with one push of a button!
• Sudbury Owned & Operated • No Minimum Rental Period • No Landline Required

(705) 523-7000 / 1-(800) 667-8019
www.helplinemedicalalarm.ca

this spot could be yours!
Expositor ads get results

Email Kevin at 
sales@manitoulin.com

for more information before 
this spot is gone!

RE A L  E STA TE  •  B U SIN E SS L A W  •  W IL L S •  E STA TE S

4 7  Meredith  Street,  B ox  3 8 8 ,  
Gore B ay,  O N  P0 P 1 H 0

( 2 4 9 )  4 9 7 - 1 0 1 0
m lalaw. ca

J. Millette Forestry
can take care of the rest:

Now that you have your
DREAM PROPERTY

• Technical tree removal • Brush chipping • Tree 
trimming • Lot clearing, excavation and armour stone 

landscaping • retaining walls • lane construction

J. Millette Forestry
(705) 869-8132

j.milletteforestry@outlook.com

Haweaters Guide Spring/Summer 2024– Page 11

Now that you have your DREAM PROPERTY
on this beautiful Island...

NEW ENTRANCE GATES AND FENCING

NEED A LANE CONSTRUCTED? THE RIGHT-SIZED EQUIPMENT 
FOR EVERY JOB

NO TREE IS TOO BIG FOR US TO 
DEAL WITH

ANOTHER NEW LANE 
THROUGH THE BUSH

LOT CLEARING AND EXCAVATION

J. Millette Forestry
(705) 869-8132

j.milletteforestry@outlook.com

• Technical tree removal • Brush chipping • Tree trimming
• Custom saw milling and rough lumber

FREE QUOTES • PROMPT SERVICE
CALL TODAY!

J. Millette Forestry
can take care of the rest:

BEFORE... ...AND AFTER WE WORK 
OUR MAGIC

WE HAVE OUR OWN TREE 
NURSERY FOR HARDY STOCK

:

WSIB Certified | Full Liability Coverage
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED

Please call 705-368-2562
ernest@manitoulineavestroughinc.comernest@manitoulineavestroughinc.comernest@manitoulineavestroughinc.com

Kenneth Albrecht’s
Farm supplies
Fencing supplies,
Tingley Boots, Shovels,
Quality grass seed,
brooms, forks, etc.

15 McKechnies Rd, 
Tehummah

705-988-3605

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-855-859-3637

We Deliver

• Tree removal/trimming 
• Stump removal/brush chipping  

• Lift services and barn repair
• Chainsaw safety training

• Lot and line clearing
cranstons@amtelecom.net  

cranstontreeservices.tripod.com
Tom Cranston, 

Spring Bay
 ph/fax 

(705) 377-5079
Call for a 

FREE estimate!

CPDEVELOPMENT22@GMAIL.COM             705-348-2773
• Landscaping • Site Development • Road Repair • Road Construction 
• Grading • Trucking • Floating • Excavation • Drainage • Lot Clearing

 • Forestry • Selective Cutting • Trenching And Much More!

Formerly Cambrian Insurance
�8eW[iSL�2aSitTZliS�.slaSd
.slaSd�'ZsiSess�CeStWe

9050 Unit C, Hwy 6
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

705-368-3600
���2eWedith�8t�

Gore Bay, ON P0P 1H0
705-282-2351

\\\�GWTPeWliSP�Ha

Michael T. Semeniuk J.D.

Serving Manitoulin and the North Shore
Tel: (705) 377-4663

semeniuklaw@gmail.com
www.semeniuklaw.com

SEMENIUK LAW OFFICE

Manitoulin Specialty Grading
All Types of Grading

Gravel Driveway Repair
Concrete Prep
Topsoil
Driveway Installation
Gravel Yards

Dan Zehr - (705) 859-1301 - Leave a Message

Gravel Driveway Repair

349 Noble Side Road, Gore Bay
Manitoulin Island
249-497-4000

ext. 172 (voicemail only)
Interested in harvesting firewood and cedar.
Can also come and process firewood at your 

place and pile it where you like.

Streicher’s
Logging

with horses

Dominion Home Repair
• Handyman Services
• Home Renovations
• Mobile Welding Services

Serving Manitoulin Island

Phone: 226-627-2924

Email:
dominionhomerepair@outlook.com

Joseph Santoro, B.A., LL.B.
Real Estate, Wills, Estates

4 Eleanor Street
Gore Bay, ON
705-282-2710
poulsonlaw.ca

Belisle Law
Jessica Belisle Professional Corporation

Providing services in
criminal defence, exclusively.

You have the right to speak to a lawyer.
For rights to counsel, call: 705-987-0262
For intakes, call: 705-759-9688

www.saultdefencelaw.ca
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Private Word Classifieds: $8.00 for 25 Words + .10 per additional word
Business Word Classifieds: $30.00 for 25 Words + .40 per additional word 

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PREPAID - CHEQUE OR CREDITCARD
All Word classifieds are now online at www.manitoulin.com

Births Announcements (Text Only) : FREE (Photo add $15)
DEADLINE (TO RECEIVE PROOF) ~ Thursday at 4:00 pm 

LATE DEADLINE (NO PROOF GUARANTEED) ~ Friday at 4:00 pm
For additional information on Advertising please call 

Debbie Bailey at (705) 368-2744, or services@manitoulin.com
The Manitoulin Expositor P.O. Box 369, Little Current, ON   P0P 1K0  

Telephone: (705) 368-2744   Fax: (705) 368-3822  email: expositor@manitoulin.com

Classifieds

Full Home Spray Foaming 
Under Slab Radon Sealing
Home Performance Testing
Thermography Camera Reports
Blow-in Cellulose Insulation

Locally Owned & Operated | Kagawong, ON

1-705-207-5256
sprayfoamcertified.ca

info@sprayfoamcertified.ca

Scrap Metal • Aluminum • Copper • Brass • Tin
Vehicles • Farm Machines • Mixed Shred

slmmanitoulin.ca

705-368-0200 • 5783 Bidwell Road
WE BUY ALL TYPES OF SCRAP

O. BOND & SONS
Licensed Plumbers & Suppliers

Manitoulin
Plumbing Specialists

for over 80 years

*All  plumbing
installations

repairs and suppliers

Mindemoya 705-377-5335

O. BOND & SONS
 Suppliers

705-377-5335
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Advertise in 
the Classifieds

email: sales@manitoulin.com
phone 368-2744

fax 368-3822

• Furnaces 
• Geo-Thermal
• Air Exchangers
• Stoves & Fireplaces
• Cottage Service
• Radiant Floor Heating
• Propane Fridges

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

705-377-6380

TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

Propane & Natural Gas 
Sales-Service-Installation

www.progasenergy.com

Serving Manitoulin Island since 2001

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

705-377-6380

Propane & Natural Gas
Sales|Service|Installation 

• Furnaces
• Geo-Thermal
• Air Exchangers
• Stoves & Fireplaces
• Cottage Service
• Radiant Floor Heating
• Propane Fridges

Radiant Gas Fireplaces
Tankless Water Heaters

progas@progasenergy.com

For all your small building design 
needs call Clear North Consulting at 

705-991-2277 or email us at: 
cerskine@live.com.

BCIN#117405

RESIDENTIAL
PEST CONTROL 
EXPERTS.

1-800-800-6754

BY SCANNING THE QR CODE 
YOU CAN CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

AND SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS!
www.manitoulin.com

STAY CONNECTED WITH SCAN ME!

 Mike Phillips 
Construction 

• General contracting and building construction
• Excavation (lot clearing, landscaping, trenching, foundations, etc.)
• Cottage and home packages available
• Serving Manitoulin area for over 20 years

Call 705-863-2573 
or email phillipsmj3@amtelecom.net 

for your quote today!

ISLAND
GATEWAYS INC.

Delivery Service
25 Ferguson Rd, Unit 150

Little Current, ON
705-210-1195
shirley@islandgateways.ca

• Boats
• 4-wheelers
• Snowmobiles
• Golf carts
• & more!

SPRING BAY COVERS
Emmanuel Albrecht

10478 Highway 542, Spring Bay, ON P0P 2B0
Manitoulin Island

(519) 949-3028 Voicemail only | cannot text
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LORNE AUSTIN LEESON
April 26, 1945 - December 5, 2025

It is with great sadness that the 
family announces the passing 

of Lorne Leeson at the age of 80 
years. Beloved husband of Anne 
(57 years). Cherished father 
of Angela Bowerman (Kerry), 
Brad Leeson (Dawn) and Kelly 
Leeson (Rick). Proud Poppa 
of Kurtis (Christine), Zachary 
(Ashley), Kyra (Jayden), 
Tanicia (Riley), Keanna, Tahlia, 

Ellianna, Kenadie and Brinlynn. Great-grandchildren 
Lyla, Maxwell and Hunter. The family would like to thank 
the Tehkummah First Response and the staff at Manitoulin 
Health Centre (Mindemoya) for their care and compassion. 
A celebration of life will be annouced at a later date. 

Death Notices
DUANE ALFRED DUXBURY

December 15, 1961 - December 2, 2025

Duane Alfred Duxbury of Webbwood passed away on 
December 2, 2025 at home after a lengthy illness. 

He was born on December 15, 1961 to Irwin (2018) and 
Orpha Duxbury. He is also survived by his siblings Debra 
(George), Dale (Marilyn) and Dennis (Sharon); Douglas 
predeceased him (1986). Also surviving him is daughter 
Amy (Luke), two grandchildren (Thomas and Hannah) 
and several nieces and nephews. Cremation has taken 
place. Family will gather in the spring for interment.

White front load washer and 
dryer. Good condition. Asking 
$ 300 or best offer. Call 705-805-
6705.

31-32c

Services For SaleMarineFree Wanted
Is alcohol a problem? AA may 
be able to help. Meetings 7 days a 
week - visit www.area84aa.org or 
call 705-210-2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support 
and promote positive family 
relationships on Manitoulin and 
the North Shore. V iolence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Outreach 
Counseling Crisis Line 705-377-
5160;  Toll Free Crisis Line 800-
465-6788;  Children' s Services: 
Early ON Child and Family 
Centre, Little Current Child Care, 
Mindemoya Child Care 705-368-
3400;  Help Centre: Thrift Shop 
&  Food Bank 705-368-3400;  
Administration 705-368-3400.

Tfn

Questions or concerns about 
diabetes?  We can help. Please 
contact the MHC Diabetes 
Training and Care Centre. 
Individual and group appointments 
available with a registered nurse 
or dietitian certified in diabetes 
education. Clinics in Little Current, 
Mindemoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

Tfn

Christian Counselling: 
Alcohol, addiction, anxiety, 
children, depression, drugs, 
faith, grief, illness, marriage, 
PTSD, salvation, sin, etc. Free 
and confidential. King -ames 
Bible Church, 705-885-8951, 
cc.manitoulin@ gmail.com.

Tfn

Are you concerned about 
someone’s drinking?  Al-Anon 
has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to help 
family and friends of alcoholics. 
Changed attitudes can aid 
recovery. Stepping Stones Al-
Alon Group:  Espanola Al-Anon, 
Tuesdays at 7 pm, Anglican 
Church, 213 Tudhope Street, 
Espanola, 705-869-6595. For 
more information call 1-888-4Al-
Anon (1-888-425-2666, M-F, 8 
am - 6 pm ET) http:/ / www.al-
anon.org. For meetings including 
electronic in Northern Ontario 
go to OntarioNorthAl-Anon.com. 
Please note the only Alateen 
meetings available in Northern 
Ontario are on a mobile app. Look 
for the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.

Tfn

Narcotics Anonymous will meet 
every Monday at the Little Current 
U nited Church, 5 Robinson Street 
at 8 pm. For more information 
please contact Lori at 705-507-
6223.

tfn

Services
Are you a cancer patient 
undergoing or recovering from 
treatment?  Are you a cancer 
survivor, a family caregiver or 
supporting someone with cancer?  
The Manitoulin Cancer Support 
Group (MCSG) may provide you 
with resources and opportunities 
to share experiences as well as 
give/ receive support with others 
who have travelled this similar 
cancer journey. This group is 
open to anyone with any type of 
cancer, is free to join and will be 
rotated to different parts of the 
Island. This group will alternate 
meetings on weekdays and 
weekends. The schedule is as 
follows: Wednesday, December 
17, Mindemoya Council 
Chambers from 2 to 4 pm. For 
more information please contact: 
Terry Mackenzi, 705-507-0433 or 
tandjmackenzie@ hotmail.com;  
Bonnie Young, 705-377-4998;  
Ann Cranston, 705-282-7531 or 
bnannc@ gmail.com.

tfn

Donate your old car or truck or 
farm tractor, etc., or even an old 
metal boat to our church. We can 
send a truck right to you to pick 
these up, and in return you will 
receive an income tax receipt for 
the scrap value of your donation 
to St. Bernard’s Church, Little 
Current. Please, no smaller items 
such as fridges, stoves, hot water 
tanks, etc. Contact Tony Ferro at 
������������ or -im Griffin at 
705-859-2289.

17tfn
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17, Mindemoya Council 
Chambers from 2 to 4 pm. For 
more information please contact: 
Terry Mackenzi, 705-507-0433 or 
tandjmackenzie@ hotmail.com;  
Bonnie Young, 705-377-4998;  
Ann Cranston, 705-282-7531 or 
bnannc@ gmail.com.

tfn

Donate your old car or truck or 
farm tractor, etc., or even an old 
metal boat to our church. We can 
send a truck right to you to pick 
these up, and in return you will 
receive an income tax receipt for 
the scrap value of your donation 
to St. Bernard’s Church, Little 
Current. Please, no smaller items 
such as fridges, stoves, hot water 
tanks, etc. Contact Tony Ferro at 
������������ or -im Griffin at 
705-859-2289.

17tfn

White front load washer and 
dryer. Good condition. Asking 
$ 300 or best offer. Call 705-805-
6705.

31-32c

Services For SaleMarineFree Wanted
Is alcohol a problem? AA may 
be able to help. Meetings 7 days a 
week - visit www.area84aa.org or 
call 705-210-2135 for more info.

Tfn

Manitoulin Family Resources 
offers programs to support 
and promote positive family 
relationships on Manitoulin and 
the North Shore. V iolence against 
Women Prevention Services: 
Haven House Shelter, Outreach 
Counseling Crisis Line 705-377-
5160;  Toll Free Crisis Line 800-
465-6788;  Children' s Services: 
Early ON Child and Family 
Centre, Little Current Child Care, 
Mindemoya Child Care 705-368-
3400;  Help Centre: Thrift Shop 
&  Food Bank 705-368-3400;  
Administration 705-368-3400.

Tfn

Questions or concerns about 
diabetes?  We can help. Please 
contact the MHC Diabetes 
Training and Care Centre. 
Individual and group appointments 
available with a registered nurse 
or dietitian certified in diabetes 
education. Clinics in Little Current, 
Mindemoya, Silver Water, Gore 
Bay and Manitowaning. Please 
call 705-368-2300 ext. 2415 for 
more information. Self-referrals 
accepted.

Tfn

Christian Counselling: 
Alcohol, addiction, anxiety, 
children, depression, drugs, 
faith, grief, illness, marriage, 
PTSD, salvation, sin, etc. Free 
and confidential. King -ames 
Bible Church, 705-885-8951, 
cc.manitoulin@ gmail.com.

Tfn
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has one purpose: Welcoming, 
giving hope and comfort to help 
family and friends of alcoholics. 
Changed attitudes can aid 
recovery. Stepping Stones Al-
Alon Group:  Espanola Al-Anon, 
Tuesdays at 7 pm, Anglican 
Church, 213 Tudhope Street, 
Espanola, 705-869-6595. For 
more information call 1-888-4Al-
Anon (1-888-425-2666, M-F, 8 
am - 6 pm ET) http:/ / www.al-
anon.org. For meetings including 
electronic in Northern Ontario 
go to OntarioNorthAl-Anon.com. 
Please note the only Alateen 
meetings available in Northern 
Ontario are on a mobile app. Look 
for the app under Al-Anon Family 
Groups.

Tfn

Narcotics Anonymous will meet 
every Monday at the Little Current 
U nited Church, 5 Robinson Street 
at 8 pm. For more information 
please contact Lori at 705-507-
6223.

tfn
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Notice Engagement Coming
Events

Sea Cadet 
Events

Church
Services

Gore Bay United Church Food 
Cupboard is open every Thursday 
from 12 noon to 3 pm. Come 
to the church side door (facing 
McQ uarrie Motors). You will be 
invited into the Food Cupboard 
to  choose your food items. If 
you don’t have a bag, there are 
some available. If you have any 
questions, please call 705-282-
2011. Messages are checked 
daily. Everyone is welcome. 

Tfn

Free Community Christmas 
Dinner on Thursday, December 
25 at 1:30 pm at the Little Current 
U nited Church Hall. Will you 
be alone?  New to the area?  
Whatever the circumstance, 
come and join us for Christmas 
dinner. Everyone is welcome. 
Live local musical entertainment 
by Cole Hughson starting at 11 
am. To reserve your spot at the 
table, please call The Manitoulin 
Expositor at 705-368-2744 and 
sign up. Need a ride?  Please let 
them know when you register. 
Last day to register is Friday, 
December 19 at 12 noon.

28-31p

Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Serivce You’re invited to attend 
the Candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service at Lyons Memorial U nited 
Church in Gore Bay, December 
24 at 7:00 pm. All are welcome. 
Come share the Christmas 
story and the warmth of familiar 
Christmas Carols.

30-32p

Christmas Eve Service: Service 
of Lessons and Carols, 3 pm on 
Wednesday, December 24 at 
St. Francis Anglican Church in 
Mindemoya. Hear the cherished 
scriptures and sing the beloved 
carols of the Holy Season.

31-32p

Community Christmas Eve 
Service, Lessons and Carols. 
December 24, 2025 at 4 pm, 
St. John’s Anglican Church, 
Kagawong.

31-32p

King James Bible Church,
Providence Bay worships every 
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12 
noon. For more information call 
705-348-2229.

30tfn

KJV Bible Study, every Monday 
night, 7 to 9 pm in Providence 
Bay. For more information, call 
705-348-2229 or email kjc.
manitoulin@ gmail.com.
All welcome.

4tfn
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Coming
Events

DEBASSIGE—In loving memory 
of Billy Debassige who passed 
away December 20, 2024.
It’s been a year since you walked 
on, it’s really hard to believe that 
you are gone.
The  shock and pain each and 
every day was crushing, 
and that’s what remained in the 
shattered pieces of our broken 
hearts.
The tribulations of grief and 
sorrow,  
often silenced by the struggles of 
tomorrow.
We had no idea it was your time 
to leave, 
we walked and talked so that we 
could grieve.
Your voice and laughter we hear 
in every chatter,  
and your memory now is what 
really matters
Your kind soul and gentle love 
remains,
but the loneliness is what gives 
much pain.
Heaven needed you more,
and angels greeted you at the 
door.
We miss you dearly every day.  
-By P. D.-
From Patty and his family

Miss Me
Miss me a little, but not for long,
And not with your head bowed 
low
Remember the love that once we 
shared
Miss me, but let me go.
For this is a journey we all must 
take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home
When you are lonely and sick 
at heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used 
to do
Miss me, but let me go.
- Christina Rossetti

Greetings Pets in
Memory

In
Memoriam SpiritualityIn

Memoriam
SMITH—In loving remembrance 
of Wilhelmina J. (Eadie) Smith,
April 25, 1936 – December 18, 
2005
Mom
A part of you remains with me,
That none can take away.
It gives me strength to carry on 
each and every day.
At the dawning of each new day,
I think of happy times we shared,
And then I softly sigh.
But this I do know, we will meet 
again,
And never say goodbye. 
Loved and missed, 
Daughter Marilyn.

31c

Search for truth
Not that long ago the Jehovah Witnesses on Manitoulin had a seminar 
on truth and the Christadelphians have had one too. And over the 
years, I have seen advertisements from many other denominations for 
their truth seminars.
In 1981 I started Search for Truth Biblical Ministries and so for 44 
years I have spent my time as founder and president of this organiza-
tion. I personally believe that The Search for Truth is one of the most 
important and noble endeavours in life.
With over 45,000 denominations, cults and sects in Christianity with all 
kinds of conflicting doctrines, it is evident that they cannot be all right 
(truth).
Christianity is the only religion whose founder claims to be the truth, 
JOHN 14:6 and who says thy word is truth, JOHN 17:17. As at the time 
Jesus said this the N.T. was not yet written, so it refers to the O.T. Not 
that long ago I had a full page article in the Expositor: “The Inspiration 
of the Scriptures Scientifically demonstrated by Ivan Panin,” and I 
believe that the N.T. in the original Greek is equally inspired by God 
and is the truth. I have also written about the book “The bible code” 
by Michael Drosnin in which he explains that in the books (Torah) that 
Moses wrote about 3,500 years ago, there is a code and if you don’t 
believe Moses wrote the Torah, the code is in the Dead Sea scrolls that 
scientists believe are about 2,000 years old.
That code fortells the whole holocaust (killing of 6 million Jews during 
the Second World War, 1939-1945) including every concentration 
camp, the birth and death dates of every stateman, the assassination 
of both Kennedys including the date and place of the assassination. 
The name of the assassinator and the same in truth of the assassina-
tion of P.M. Rabin of Israel in 1995 in Telaviv by Yigal Amir.
JOHN 8:22 says: “If you continue in my word, you shall know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” God wants you to investigate, God 
wants you to know the truth and God wants to bless you and set you 
free. After years of investigation, I am still 100% convinced that the 
Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek is inspired by God and the truth 
and if you doubt that Christianity or the Bible is the truth, a good point 
to start your investigation is reading that book “The Bible Code” and 
what Ivan Panin wrote about the inspiration of the scriptures. Today 
there are over 200 translations of the Bible into English, and many of 
them contain some of the bias of the authors or the denomination that 
supported their printing. One of the typical marks of a cult is that they 
do not want you to investigate what other denominations say. So, for 
example Jehovah Witnesses will advise you to only read material that 
is approved by their denomination. The truth can stand investigation 
and there is nothing wrong when you investigate what other denomi-
nations preach. I believe that conflict on Doctrine is God’s way to guide 
us into the truth. 
ACTS.17:11 says: “The Bereans where more noble in that they investi-
gated daily whether the things Paul preached were truth.”
I urge you to become more noble like the Bereans and start prayerfully 
investigating whether what is preached today by the denominations 
is the truth. Satan does not want you to investigate for he does not 
want you to know the truth. In my book “The Keys to the Kingdom,” 
which I am offering free to those who seriously want to investigate the 
truth, I explain a number of doctrines that are false, but are generally 
accepted by many denominations as truth. So, if you want to be really 
free start investigating and discover the truth. May God bless you in 
this coming year.

Hank Reckman
Prophet of Manitoulin
Search for Truth Biblical Ministries
Box 8004
M’Chigeeng, ON
P0P 1G0

Remember your loved ones fondly in
 The Manitoulin Expositor

Email your obituaries and in memoriams to services@manitoulin.com

Looking for a 
new career? 

Visit the 
second
section

of this paper

LORNE AUSTIN LEESON
April 26, 1945 - December 5, 2025

It is with great sadness that the 
family announces the passing of 
Lorne Leeson at the age of 80 

years. Beloved husband of Anne 
(57 years). Cherished father 

of Angela Bowerman (Kerry), 
Brad Leeson (Dawn) and Kelly 

Leeson (Rick). Proud Poppa 
of Kurtis (Christine), Zachary 

(Ashley), Kyra (Jayden), 
Tanicia (Riley), Keanna, Tahlia, 

Ellianna, Kenadie and Brinlynn. Great-grandchildren 
Lyla, Maxwell and Hunter. The family would like to 
thank the Tehkummah First Response and the staff at 

Manitoulin Health Centre (Mindemoya) for their care and 
compassion. A celebration of life will be annouced at a 

later date. 

Death Notices
DUANE ALFRED DUXBURY

December 15, 1961 - December 2, 2025

Duane Alfred Duxbury of Webbwood passed away on 
December 2, 2025 at home after a lengthy illness. 

He was born on December 15, 1961 to Irwin (2018) and 
Orpha Duxbury. He is also survived by his siblings Debra 
(George), Dale (Marilyn) and Dennis (Sharon); Douglas 
predeceased him (1986). Also surviving him is daughter 
Amy (Luke), two grandchildren (Thomas and Hannah) 
and several nieces and nephews. Cremation has taken 
place. Family will gather in the spring for interment.

Death Notice

William “Bill” John Orr, a man of 
exceptional spirit and determination, 

passed away peacefully in the early morning 
of December 11 after a long and remarkably 
courageous battle with cancer. He was 80 
years old. Bill now rests, reunited with his 
wife, Ella, and his son, Scott, who predeceased 
him.
  A  genuine Haweater, Bill was a fi xture of 
Manitoulin Island for most of his life. Though 
he spent his younger years in Toronto and Tottenham from 
1962-1976, he eagerly returned to the Island. For 27 years 
he commuted to Espanola, working as a skilled pipefi tter/
steamfi tter at E.B. Eddy/Domtar from 1976 until his 
retirement in 2003.
   Bill was an active member of his community, serving as a 
Tottenham Lions Club member and a Howland Township 
Volunteer Fire Fighter from the late 1960s to the 1980s. In 
his younger days, he enjoyed playing baseball and hockey. 
Later, he was happiest on the water, fi shing and boating 
across Lake Huron as the proud boat owner of “Tinker Toy” 
and “Flying Low”. Many fi sh fries and corn roast parties 
were enjoyed into his retirement years. He also loved 
snowmobiling across Manitoulin and Northern Ontario. 
He made some great memories traveling to Cartagena, 
Colombia, Florida, and various parts of Canada.
  In his later retirement, Bill embraced three seasons: 
golfi ng, hunting, and curling. His proudest moment in 
curling was being part of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Baxter Cup in 2025 (as seen in the photo above). Bill was 
truly one of a kind. He was an amazing friend with a huge 
heart who never hesitated to encourage others to live life 
fully and do what they loved. If you knew Bill, you had 
likely heard his stories, listened to his inappropriate words 
of wisdom, and shared laughter with him over a cup of 
coffee or while enjoying one of his favourite activities. His 
strength and perseverance were further evidenced by his 
personal accomplishment of being almost 39 years sober.
Bill’s retirement coincided with his fi rst major health 
battle—a diagnosis of Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. Over 
the years, he endured numerous surgeries and treatments 
for various skin cancers. In 2019, he faced his toughest 
challenge with a diagnosis of Stage 4 Melanoma, requiring 
surgery, more chemotherapy, immunotherapy, and further 

radiation. A true warrior, Bill was a man with 
more than nine lives who never gave up, 
continuing to pursue the things he enjoyed 
despite his relentless fi ght against cancer. 
He will be deeply missed and lovingly 
remembered by his daughters, Tammy (Miles) 
and Mandy (Terry).
  Bill was a proud grandfather to Samantha 
(Tony), Jonathan, Marissa, Jessica (Jessie), 
Nathan (JD), and Mariella, and great-grandfather 

to Cohen, Bentley, and Wren.
  He will be missed by his sisters Eunice, Maysie 
(Lyman), and Cathy (Art), and sister-in-law Dawn. He 
was predeceased by his parents, Grenville and Clara, his 
brother Wayne, brothers-in-law Stan and Humphrey, and 
nephew Tim. Bill will also be fondly remembered by his 
fi rst cousin Marjorie, and by his many nieces and 
nephew, great-nieces and nephew, great-great-nieces 
and nephews, great-great-great-niece, cousins, his golf 
buddies, and his many friends.
   The family extends their deepest gratitude to Dr. Arteaga, 
Dr. Jani, and Dr. Gil at the Northeast Cancer Centre for 
their exceptional care over the last 23 years. A very special 
thank you goes to all the doctors, nurses, PSWs, care team, 
kitchen staff and volunteers at Maison McCulloch Hospice 
(MMH) for their tremendous compassion and care during 
Bill’s fi nal chapter. Thank you to his family and friends 
who were Bill’s chauffeur and travel companions to 
countless appointments in Sudbury and Mindemoya over 
the years, when Bill wasn’t driving himself. Finally, thank 
you to everyone who visited him during his time in the 
hospital, at St. Joseph’s Continuing Care, and at Maison 
McCulloch Hospice.
   In keeping with Bill’s wishes, cremation has taken place. 
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, May 17, 
between 1 and 4 pm, at the Sheguiandah Senior Hall. A 
private graveside service will be held for the family. 
In lieu of fl owers, the family kindly requests that 
donations be made in Bill’s memory to the Maison 
McCulloch Hospice - https://maisonsudburyhospice.
org/donate/, Northern Cancer Fund - https://www.
healthsciencesfoundation.ca/northern-cancer-fund, or the 
MHC Little Current Auxiliary - https://www.mhc.on.ca/.

WILLIAM “BILL” JOHN ORR
February 12, 1945 – December 11, 2025

Death Notice
LOYALLE MCDOUGALL

It is with deep sadness that 
we announce the passing of 

Loyalle McDougall of Gore Bay, 
who passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 
in his 87th year.
  Loyalle was the devoted husband 
of Alice McDougall for more 
than 63 years. He will be fondly 
remembered by his children 

Scott (Karen), Jamie (Sandra), and Coralee (Marc); his 
grandchildren Laura (Dan), Matt, Neil, Andrew (Janelle), 
Jessica, Curtis and Neven; and his great-grandchildren 
Ella, Olivia and Logan.
  He is also survived by his sisters Joanne (Steve) 
Donaldson, Sharon (Mike) Boyd, and brother Jim (Nancy) 
Douglas, along with many cherished nieces and nephews.
Loyalle was predeceased by his parents, Neil and Stella.
  A celebration of life will be held in Gore Bay on Saturday, 
March 14, with further details to be announced. A family 
burial will take place in July.

Death Notice
PATRICIA MCSHANE 

January 19, 1938 - December 13, 2025
In memory of Patricia Lauren McShane, aged 87, who 
passed away peacefully on Saturday, December 13, 2025 
at St. Joseph’s Lodge (previously Manitoulin Lodge), 
Gore Bay.
Daughter of the late Jim McShane and Maude DeLavelle 
(nee Palmer). Predeceased by her sister Sandra Dini. 
Pat is survived by her brother Michael (Mick) McShane 
(Sault Ste. Marie).
Pat was born on the Manitoulin but spent a good part 
of her life in Sault Ste. Marie. She started her teaching 
career at Alexander Muir public school in the Sault 
and when it closed moved on to Mountain View Public 
School in Goulis River where she taught until her retire-
ment.
Pat fi rst spent her summers on the Manitoulin with her 
Uncle Frank and Joyce McShane (predeceased) then later 
with Murray and Aunt Lottie Thompson (nee Palmer 
predeceased). She was an avid golfer, gardener and loved 
to travel around Canada with Murray and Lottie.
She became a resident of St. Joseph’s Lodge in 2021.
In lieu of fl owers please donate to St. Joseph’s Lodge - 
St. Joseph’s Health Centre. Our thanks to the staff at the 
Lodge and to Kimyly Thompson-Mayer who took such 
good care of Patricia.
A celebration of Pat’s life will be held at a later date.
Please share your thoughts, memories and photos 
at www.simpsonfuneralhome.ca
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PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
Purpose of this application is for the creation of a new lot.

CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:
The consent is required for the creation of two new building lots.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands public meeting concerning this application.  If you have 
specific comments regarding this application, you may submit a letter to the Secretary-
Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at the meeting.

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except as 
otherwise provided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further notice in 
the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect of 
the proposed Consent, you must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Planning Authority at the address shown below.

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY THAT FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the 
Approval Authority in respect of the proposed consent has not made a written 
submission to the Approval Authority before it gives or refuses to give a provisional 
consent, the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this application is available to the public for 
viewing at the Municipal o�ce between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday; or you may contact Ms. Pam Myers, Clerk
at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: December 17, 2025

Town of Northeastern
Manitoulin & the Islands
14 Water St. E., P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Con 2025-12
1924471 Ontario Inc
Lot 33 N/S Vankoughnet Street
46 Vankoughnet Street East
Employment Lands
Industrial

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT
THE CORPORATION OF THE

TOWN OF  NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS
UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT

TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH, 2026 AT 7:00 PM

File No.:
Applicant:
Legal Description:
Civic Address:
O­cial Plan:
Zoning:

PURPOSE OF THE APPLICATION
Purpose of this application is for the technical consent — to separate two lots that have 
merged.

CONSENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE FOLLOWING:
The consent is required for the creation of two separate lots.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN THESE MATTERS MAY ATTEND the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands public meeting concerning this application.  If you have 
specific comments regarding this application, you may submit a letter to the Secretary-
Treasurer of the planning authority prior to or at the meeting.

IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND this Hearing, it may proceed in your absence and, except as 
otherwise provided in the Planning Act, you will not be entitled to any further notice in 
the proceeding.

IF YOU WISH TO BE NOTIFIED of the Decision of the Planning Authority in respect of 
the proposed Consent, you must make a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Planning Authority at the address shown below.

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY THAT FILES AN APPEAL against a decision of the 
Approval Authority in respect of the proposed consent has not made a written 
submission to the Approval Authority before it gives or refuses to give a provisional 
consent, the Ontario Land Tribunal may dismiss the appeal.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION regarding this application is available to the public for 
viewing at the Municipal o�ce between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday; or you may contact Ms. Pam Myers, Clerk
at (705) 368-3500 ext. 228.

Dated: December 17, 2025

Town of Northeastern
Manitoulin & the Islands
14 Water St. E., P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0

Con 2025-14
Jordan Stephens
Shaftesbury Town Plot 2, Lot 27 N/S Vankoiughnet Street
46 Vankoughnet Street East
Employment Lands
Industrial and Residential

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT
THE CORPORATION OF THE

TOWN OF  NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS
UNDER SECTION 53 OF THE PLANNING ACT

TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6TH, 2026 AT 7:00 PM

File No.:
Applicant:
Legal Description:
Civic Address:
O­cial Plan:
Zoning:

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING 
CONCERNING A PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT

22 Vankoughnet Street East
TOWN OF NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin and the Islands will hold a public meeting on January 6, 2026 at 7:00 
pm at the Municipal Office, 14 Water Street East, Little Current. The purpose of this 
public meeting is to consider a proposed Zoning By-law Amendment under Section 
34 of the Planning Act for the property located at 22 Vankoughnet Steet East, Town of 
Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands. The attached key map shows the affected 
property.

The effect of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment special exception I-2 to re_one 
from Institutional to ,eneral Commercial.

ANY PERSON may attend the public meeting and/or make written or verbal 
representation either in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed By-law 
Amendment.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make 
written submissions to the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands before the 
proposed By-law Amendment is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to 
appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands 
to the Ontario Land Tribunal.  

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make 
written submissions to the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands before the 
proposed By-law Amendment is passed, the person or public body may not be added 
as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the 
opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

An explanation of the purpose and effect of the proposed By-law Amendment, 
describing the affected property, a Key Map showing the location of the affected 
property to which the proposed By-law Amendment applies, and a copy of the complete 
proposed By-law Amendment is available for inspection during regular office hours at 
the Municipal Office, 14 Water Street East, Little Current.

DATED at the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin & the Islands on 2025-17-12 
Ms. Pam Myers Clerk 
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the 
Islands
14 Water Street East; P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0
Ph.:(705)368-3500

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING 
CONCERNING A PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT

46 Vankoughnet Street East
TOWN OF NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN AND THE ISLANDS

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin 
and the Islands will hold a public meeting on January 6, 2026 at 7:00 pm at the Municipal 
Office, 14 Water Street East, Little Current. The purpose of this public meeting is to 
consider a proposed Zoning By-law Amendment under Section 34 of the Planning Act for 
the property located at 46 Vankoughnet Steeet East, Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and 
the Islands. The attached key map shows the affected property.

The effect of the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment special exception M-8 is to rezone 
46 and 48 Vankoughnet Street East to Residential property.

ANY PERSON may attend the public meeting and/or make written or verbal representation 
either in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed By-law Amendment.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make 
written submissions to the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands before the 
proposed By-law Amendment is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to 
appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands 
to the Ontario Land Tribunal.  

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make 
written submissions to the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the Islands before the 
proposed By-law Amendment is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a 
party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of 
the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

An explanation of the purpose and effect of the proposed By-law Amendment, describing 
the affected property, a Key Map showing the location of the affected property to which 
the proposed By-law Amendment applies, and a copy of the complete proposed By-law 
Amendment is available for inspection during regular office hours at the Municipal Office, 
14 Water Street East, Little Current.

Dated at the Town of Northeastern 
Manitoulin & the Islands on 2025-17-12 
Ms. Pam Myers Clerk 
Town of Northeastern Manitoulin & the 
Islands
14 Water Street East; P.O. Box 608
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0
Ph.:(705)368-3500
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testing. As of December 12, 2025, Detective Atkinson 
says no one has yet come forward to identify this man 
or his family.

A renewed call for help has been circulating online 
with locals sharing the details publicly in hopes they 
might reach someone in Algoma or on Manitoulin 
who recognizes the outline of a life gone missing.

Statistics paint a stark backdrop to this case. Indig-
enous men and boys in Canada face homicide rates 
up to seven times higher than non-Indigenous men. 
They are also killed at rates three times higher than 
Indigenous women. In 2020, 81 percent of Indigenous 
homicide victims were men—the highest proportion 
recorded since 2014. Investigations have identified 
more than 600 missing and murdered Indigenous 
men and boys since 1974, with researchers caution-
ing that the real number is likely much higher.

Yet their names rarely anchor national conversa-
tions.

Much of the public reckoning around violence 
against Indigenous people has rightly focused on 
women, girls, and Two-Spirit people. The Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit 
People inquiry forced a country to look at what it had 
long ignored. But even within that necessary reckon-
ing, Indigenous men and boys have remained largely 
peripheral—acknowledged, yes, but often still un-
seen.

They should not be.
Indigenous men are victims in the majority of 

Indigenous homicides in recent years. Many are 
young—the average age hovering around 31. Many 
come from regions like the Prairies, but the pattern 
stretches coast to coast. Studies and investigations 

have repeatedly pointed to underreporting, police 
indifference, and systemic racism as barriers to jus-
tice. Families are told their loved ones “ran away.” 
Files go cold. The urgency drains out of the room.

This man—found in Toronto, with Island blood-
lines and no one yet to speak his name—sits squarely 
inside that silence.

Police note that he was likely born around the era 
of the Sixties Scoop, a time when Indigenous 
children were rou- tinely removed 
from their fam- ilies and com-
munities, scat- tered across 
p r o v i n c e s , r e n a m e d , 
and raised far from their 
relations. If that is the 
case, it may explain why 
the genetic map points 
north while his body was 
found hun- dreds of 
k i l o m e t r e s south. It may 
explain why no one recognized 
him right away. D i s c o n n e c t i o n 
was policy then. Its echoes are still loud.

Toronto Police have placed his DNA profile on two 
public genealogy platforms, FTDNA and GEDmatch, 
and are now working painstakingly through distant 
matches, hoping someone will opt in, compare, re-
member. Detective Atkinson stresses that in every 
one of the roughly 25 cases his unit has solved using 
genetic genealogy, families had to step forward. Sci-
ence can open doors, but it cannot walk through them 
alone.

This is where the Island comes in.
Somewhere in a family album, there may be a man 

whose story trails off in the late 1990s or early 2000s. 
Someone who stopped calling. Someone whose ab-

sence was explained away by distance, addiction, 
shame or the assumption that he simply didn’t want 
to be found. Those assumptions are part of the larger 
story, too—a story in which Indigenous men are ex-
pected to endure, disappear, or be blamed for their 
own erasure.

If you have knowledge of a missing family member, 
or believe you may have information that could help 
identify this man, you are asked to contact:

Toronto Police Service Homicide & Missing Per-
sons Unit (416) 808-7411

Detective Constable James Atkinson
james.atkinson@tps.ca

Further information is available through the 
RCMP Missing Persons database under case number 
2006003699.
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DEBASSIGE—In loving memory 
of Billy Debassige who passed 
away December 20, 2024.
It’s been a year since you walked 
on, it’s really hard to believe that 
you are gone.
The  shock and pain each and 
every day was crushing, 
and that’s what remained in the 
shattered pieces of our broken 
hearts.
The tribulations of grief and 
sorrow,  
often silenced by the struggles of 
tomorrow.
We had no idea it was your time 
to leave, 
we walked and talked so that we 
could grieve.
Your voice and laughter we hear 
in every chatter,  
and your memory now is what 
really matters
Your kind soul and gentle love 
remains,
but the loneliness is what gives 
much pain.
Heaven needed you more,
and angels greeted you at the 
door.
We miss you dearly every day.  
-By P. D.-
From Patty and his family

Miss Me
Miss me a little, but not for long,
And not with your head bowed 
low
Remember the love that once we 
shared
Miss me, but let me go.
For this is a journey we all must 
take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home
When you are lonely and sick 
at heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used 
to do
Miss me, but let me go.
- Christina Rossetti

Greetings Pets in
Memory

In
Memoriam SpiritualityIn

Memoriam
SMITH—In loving remembrance 
of Wilhelmina J. (Eadie) Smith,
April 25, 1936 – December 18, 
2005
Mom
A part of you remains with me,
That none can take away.
It gives me strength to carry on 
each and every day.
At the dawning of each new day,
I think of happy times we shared,
And then I softly sigh.
But this I do know, we will meet 
again,
And never say goodbye. 
Loved and missed, 
Daughter Marilyn.

31c

Search for truth
Not that long ago the Jehovah Witnesses on Manitoulin had a seminar 
on truth and the Christadelphians have had one too. And over the 
years, I have seen advertisements from many other denominations for 
their truth seminars.
In 1981 I started Search for Truth Biblical Ministries and so for 44 
years I have spent my time as founder and president of this organiza-
tion. I personally believe that The Search for Truth is one of the most 
important and noble endeavours in life.
With over 45,000 denominations, cults and sects in Christianity with all 
kinds of conflicting doctrines, it is evident that they cannot be all right 
(truth).
Christianity is the only religion whose founder claims to be the truth, 
JOHN 14:6 and who says thy word is truth, JOHN 17:17. As at the time 
Jesus said this the N.T. was not yet written, so it refers to the O.T. Not 
that long ago I had a full page article in the Expositor: “The Inspiration 
of the Scriptures Scientifically demonstrated by Ivan Panin,” and I 
believe that the N.T. in the original Greek is equally inspired by God 
and is the truth. I have also written about the book “The bible code” 
by Michael Drosnin in which he explains that in the books (Torah) that 
Moses wrote about 3,500 years ago, there is a code and if you don’t 
believe Moses wrote the Torah, the code is in the Dead Sea scrolls that 
scientists believe are about 2,000 years old.
That code fortells the whole holocaust (killing of 6 million Jews during 
the Second World War, 1939-1945) including every concentration 
camp, the birth and death dates of every stateman, the assassination 
of both Kennedys including the date and place of the assassination. 
The name of the assassinator and the same in truth of the assassina-
tion of P.M. Rabin of Israel in 1995 in Telaviv by Yigal Amir.
JOHN 8:22 says: “If you continue in my word, you shall know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” God wants you to investigate, God 
wants you to know the truth and God wants to bless you and set you 
free. After years of investigation, I am still 100% convinced that the 
Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek is inspired by God and the truth 
and if you doubt that Christianity or the Bible is the truth, a good point 
to start your investigation is reading that book “The Bible Code” and 
what Ivan Panin wrote about the inspiration of the scriptures. Today 
there are over 200 translations of the Bible into English, and many of 
them contain some of the bias of the authors or the denomination that 
supported their printing. One of the typical marks of a cult is that they 
do not want you to investigate what other denominations say. So, for 
example Jehovah Witnesses will advise you to only read material that 
is approved by their denomination. The truth can stand investigation 
and there is nothing wrong when you investigate what other denomi-
nations preach. I believe that conflict on Doctrine is God’s way to guide 
us into the truth. 
ACTS.17:11 says: “The Bereans where more noble in that they investi-
gated daily whether the things Paul preached were truth.”
I urge you to become more noble like the Bereans and start prayerfully 
investigating whether what is preached today by the denominations 
is the truth. Satan does not want you to investigate for he does not 
want you to know the truth. In my book “The Keys to the Kingdom,” 
which I am offering free to those who seriously want to investigate the 
truth, I explain a number of doctrines that are false, but are generally 
accepted by many denominations as truth. So, if you want to be really 
free start investigating and discover the truth. May God bless you in 
this coming year.

Hank Reckman
Prophet of Manitoulin
Search for Truth Biblical Ministries
Box 8004
M’Chigeeng, ON
P0P 1G0

DEBASSIGE—In loving memory 
of Billy Debassige who passed 
away December 20, 2024.
It’s been a year since you walked 
on, it’s really hard to believe that 
you are gone.
The  shock and pain each and 
every day was crushing, 
and that’s what remained in the 
shattered pieces of our broken 
hearts.
The tribulations of grief and 
sorrow,  
often silenced by the struggles of 
tomorrow.
We had no idea it was your time 
to leave, 
we walked and talked so that we 
could grieve.
Your voice and laughter we hear 
in every chatter,  
and your memory now is what 
really matters
Your kind soul and gentle love 
remains,
but the loneliness is what gives 
much pain.
Heaven needed you more,
and angels greeted you at the 
door.
We miss you dearly every day.  
-By P. D.-
From Patty and his family

Miss Me
Miss me a little, but not for long,
And not with your head bowed 
low
Remember the love that once we 
shared
Miss me, but let me go.
For this is a journey we all must 
take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home
When you are lonely and sick 
at heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used 
to do
Miss me, but let me go.
- Christina Rossetti

Greetings Pets in
Memory

In
Memoriam SpiritualityIn

Memoriam
SMITH—In loving remembrance 
of Wilhelmina J. (Eadie) Smith,
April 25, 1936 – December 18, 
2005
Mom
A part of you remains with me,
That none can take away.
It gives me strength to carry on 
each and every day.
At the dawning of each new day,
I think of happy times we shared,
And then I softly sigh.
But this I do know, we will meet 
again,
And never say goodbye. 
Loved and missed, 
Daughter Marilyn.

31c

Search for truth
Not that long ago the Jehovah Witnesses on Manitoulin had a seminar 
on truth and the Christadelphians have had one too. And over the 
years, I have seen advertisements from many other denominations for 
their truth seminars.
In 1981 I started Search for Truth Biblical Ministries and so for 44 
years I have spent my time as founder and president of this organiza-
tion. I personally believe that The Search for Truth is one of the most 
important and noble endeavours in life.
With over 45,000 denominations, cults and sects in Christianity with all 
kinds of conflicting doctrines, it is evident that they cannot be all right 
(truth).
Christianity is the only religion whose founder claims to be the truth, 
JOHN 14:6 and who says thy word is truth, JOHN 17:17. As at the time 
Jesus said this the N.T. was not yet written, so it refers to the O.T. Not 
that long ago I had a full page article in the Expositor: “The Inspiration 
of the Scriptures Scientifically demonstrated by Ivan Panin,” and I 
believe that the N.T. in the original Greek is equally inspired by God 
and is the truth. I have also written about the book “The bible code” 
by Michael Drosnin in which he explains that in the books (Torah) that 
Moses wrote about 3,500 years ago, there is a code and if you don’t 
believe Moses wrote the Torah, the code is in the Dead Sea scrolls that 
scientists believe are about 2,000 years old.
That code fortells the whole holocaust (killing of 6 million Jews during 
the Second World War, 1939-1945) including every concentration 
camp, the birth and death dates of every stateman, the assassination 
of both Kennedys including the date and place of the assassination. 
The name of the assassinator and the same in truth of the assassina-
tion of P.M. Rabin of Israel in 1995 in Telaviv by Yigal Amir.
JOHN 8:22 says: “If you continue in my word, you shall know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” God wants you to investigate, God 
wants you to know the truth and God wants to bless you and set you 
free. After years of investigation, I am still 100% convinced that the 
Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek is inspired by God and the truth 
and if you doubt that Christianity or the Bible is the truth, a good point 
to start your investigation is reading that book “The Bible Code” and 
what Ivan Panin wrote about the inspiration of the scriptures. Today 
there are over 200 translations of the Bible into English, and many of 
them contain some of the bias of the authors or the denomination that 
supported their printing. One of the typical marks of a cult is that they 
do not want you to investigate what other denominations say. So, for 
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gated daily whether the things Paul preached were truth.”
I urge you to become more noble like the Bereans and start prayerfully 
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LORNE AUSTIN LEESON
April 26, 1945 - December 5, 2025

It is with great sadness that the 
family announces the passing 

of Lorne Leeson at the age of 80 
years. Beloved husband of Anne 
(57 years). Cherished father 
of Angela Bowerman (Kerry), 
Brad Leeson (Dawn) and Kelly 
Leeson (Rick). Proud Poppa 
of Kurtis (Christine), Zachary 
(Ashley), Kyra (Jayden), 
Tanicia (Riley), Keanna, Tahlia, 

Ellianna, Kenadie and Brinlynn. Great-grandchildren 
Lyla, Maxwell and Hunter. The family would like to thank 
the Tehkummah First Response and the staff at Manitoulin 
Health Centre (Mindemoya) for their care and compassion. 
A celebration of life will be annouced at a later date. 

Death Notices
DUANE ALFRED DUXBURY

December 15, 1961 - December 2, 2025

Duane Alfred Duxbury of Webbwood passed away on 
December 2, 2025 at home after a lengthy illness. 

He was born on December 15, 1961 to Irwin (2018) and 
Orpha Duxbury. He is also survived by his siblings Debra 
(George), Dale (Marilyn) and Dennis (Sharon); Douglas 
predeceased him (1986). Also surviving him is daughter 
Amy (Luke), two grandchildren (Thomas and Hannah) 
and several nieces and nephews. Cremation has taken 
place. Family will gather in the spring for interment.

Death Notice

William “Bill” John Orr, a man of 
exceptional spirit and determination, 

passed away peacefully in the early morning 
of December 11 after a long and remarkably 
courageous battle with cancer. He was 80 
years old. Bill now rests, reunited with his 
wife, Ella, and his son, Scott, who predeceased 
him.
  A  genuine Haweater, Bill was a fixture of 
Manitoulin Island for most of his life. Though 
he spent his younger years in Toronto and Tottenham from 
1962-1976, he eagerly returned to the Island. For 27 years 
he commuted to Espanola, working as a skilled pipefitter/
steamfitter at E.B. Eddy/Domtar from 1976 until his 
retirement in 2003.
   Bill was an active member of his community, serving as a 
Tottenham Lions Club member and a Howland Township 
Volunteer Fire Fighter from the late 1960s to the 1980s. In 
his younger days, he enjoyed playing baseball and hockey. 
Later, he was happiest on the water, fishing and boating 
across Lake Huron as the proud boat owner of “Tinker Toy” 
and “Flying Low”. Many fish fries and corn roast parties 
were enjoyed into his retirement years. He also loved 
snowmobiling across Manitoulin and Northern Ontario. 
He made some great memories traveling to Cartagena, 
Colombia, Florida, and various parts of Canada.
  In his later retirement, Bill embraced three seasons: 
golfing, hunting, and curling. His proudest moment in 
curling was being part of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Baxter Cup in 2025 (as seen in the photo above). Bill was 
truly one of a kind. He was an amazing friend with a huge 
heart who never hesitated to encourage others to live life 
fully and do what they loved. If you knew Bill, you had 
likely heard his stories, listened to his inappropriate words 
of wisdom, and shared laughter with him over a cup of 
coffee or while enjoying one of his favourite activities. His 
strength and perseverance were further evidenced by his 
personal accomplishment of being almost 39 years sober.
Bill’s retirement coincided with his first major health 
battle—a diagnosis of Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. Over 
the years, he endured numerous surgeries and treatments 
for various skin cancers. In 2019, he faced his toughest 
challenge with a diagnosis of Stage 4 Melanoma, requiring 
surgery, more chemotherapy, immunotherapy, and further 

radiation. A true warrior, Bill was a man with 
more than nine lives who never gave up, 
continuing to pursue the things he enjoyed 
despite his relentless fight against cancer. 
He will be deeply missed and lovingly 
remembered by his daughters, Tammy (Miles) 
and Mandy (Terry).
  Bill was a proud grandfather to Samantha 
(Tony), Jonathan, Marissa, Jessica (Jessie), 
Nathan (JD), and Mariella, and great-grandfather 

to Cohen, Bentley, and Wren.
  He will be missed by his sisters Eunice, Maysie 
(Lyman), and Cathy (Art), and sister-in-law Dawn. He 
was predeceased by his parents, Grenville and Clara, his 
brother Wayne, brothers-in-law Stan and Humphrey, and 
nephew Tim. Bill will also be fondly remembered by his 
first cousin Marjorie, and by his many nieces and 
nephew, great-nieces and nephew, great-great-nieces 
and nephews, great-great-great-niece, cousins, his golf 
buddies, and his many friends.
   The family extends their deepest gratitude to Dr. Arteaga, 
Dr. Jani, and Dr. Gil at the Northeast Cancer Centre for 
their exceptional care over the last 23 years. A very special 
thank you goes to all the doctors, nurses, PSWs, care team, 
kitchen staff and volunteers at Maison McCulloch Hospice 
(MMH) for their tremendous compassion and care during 
Bill’s final chapter. Thank you to his family and friends 
who were Bill’s chauffeur and travel companions to 
countless appointments in Sudbury and Mindemoya over 
the years, when Bill wasn’t driving himself. Finally, thank 
you to everyone who visited him during his time in the 
hospital, at St. Joseph’s Continuing Care, and at Maison 
McCulloch Hospice.
   In keeping with Bill’s wishes, cremation has taken place. 
A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday, May 17, 
between 1 and 4 pm, at the Sheguiandah Senior Hall. A 
private graveside service will be held for the family. 
In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that 
donations be made in Bill’s memory to the Maison 
McCulloch Hospice - https://maisonsudburyhospice.
org/donate/, Northern Cancer Fund - https://www.
healthsciencesfoundation.ca/northern-cancer-fund, or the 
MHC Little Current Auxiliary - https://www.mhc.on.ca/.

February 12, 1945 – December 11, 2025

Death Notice
LOYALLE MCDOUGALL

It is with deep sadness that 
we announce the passing of 

Loyalle McDougall of Gore Bay, 
who passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 
in his 87th year.
  Loyalle was the devoted husband 
of Alice McDougall for more 
than 63 years. He will be fondly 
remembered by his children 

Scott (Karen), Jamie (Sandra), and Coralee (Marc); his 
grandchildren Laura (Dan), Matt, Neil, Andrew (Janelle), 
Jessica, Curtis and Neven; and his great-grandchildren 
Ella, Olivia and Logan.
  He is also survived by his sisters Joanne (Steve) 
Donaldson, Sharon (Mike) Boyd, and brother Jim (Nancy) 
Douglas, along with many cherished nieces and nephews.
Loyalle was predeceased by his parents, Neil and Stella.
  A celebration of life will be held in Gore Bay on Saturday, 
March 14, with further details to be announced. A family 
burial will take place in July.

Toronto Police asking for help in identifying man with Island roots
...continued from page 14
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Your Island Realtor,
Your Island Advantage!

SELLERS
GET TRUSTED ADVICE, MARKET INSIGHTS AND TOP EXPOSURE.

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME OR COTTAGE WITH EASE.
BUYERS

412 Cedar Tree Trail
Silver Water

MLS# 2125205
$449,

L11 C7 Concession Road 6W
Tehkummah

MLS# 2124985
$99,

57 Will O Wisp Way
Mindemoya

MLS# 2124378
$549,
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VACANT LAND | Build your dream home!

1398 Range A Side Rd,
Kagawong

MLS®#: 2121779 | $198,000

WE ARE
100% 
CANADIAN
Proud to be a part
of Canada’s Real
Estate Company

Check us out online!

thelewisteam@royallepage.ca | 705.261.4663 | LewisRealEstate.ca

INCOME PROPERTIES

29 Phipps St,
Gore Bay

MLS®#: 2121105 | $498,000

544 Ketchankookem Tr,
Mindemoya

MLS®#: 2125519 | $1,777,000

=  wate r f ro n t

Lot 86 Limberlost Ln (1/2 acre),
Mindemoya

$74,000
MLS #: 2121865

1/2 ACRE

PT1 Hwy 540,
Gore Bay
$79,900

MLS #: 2120505
PT2 Hwy 540,

Gore Bay
$79,900

MLS #: 2120506N/A Hwy 551,
Providence Bay

$75,000
MLS#: 2122174

N/A Hwy 542,
Mindemoya

MLS#: 2122819
$70,000

55 Meredith St,
Gore Bay

MLS®#: 2124220 | $478,000

700 Ice Lake Dr,
Gore Bay

MLS®#: 2124978 | $585,000

Dr. McLay Drive,
South Baymouth

MLS®#: 2122370 | $225,000

36 Fraser St,
Gore Bay

MLS®#: 2125510 | $850,000

73 Hideaway Rd,
Kagawong

MLS®#: 2125773 | $865,000

29 Phipps St,
Pending

N/A Corbiere Rd, Lot Z5
M’Chigeeng

MLS®#: 2125570 | $258,700

1393 A&B Hwy 551,
Mindemoya

MLS®#: 2122745 | $699,000

190 McQuarrie Rd,
Kagawong

MLS®#: 2121095 | $799,000
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ALL
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FOUND HERE

Make your list and
check it twice!

Your Island Connection

$ǹ99,000       
�RRIE ISL�N�      MLS: 2124094
Offered nearly turnkey with most furnishings included, this property is ready
for a new family to en¸oy, an investor to appreciate potential rental income
or a combination of both. Oerfect for boating, fishing, swimming or relaxing

by the water -- this is affordable Cottage 8ifestyle at its finest.
                                 

$6ǽ9,000       LITTLE CURRENT       MLS: 2121ǹ88
=eticulously maintained Õuad plex features Ǹ two bedroom and Ǹ one

bedroom units offering an excelling income stream. 8ocated in a desirable
neighborhood in 8ittle Current situated next to 8ow *sland Oark ɞwith beach

accessɟ plus fantastic views over the North Channel.

LITTLE CURRENT
L�R#E LEiEL IN�USTRI�L SITE
ɿǷǹǼ,ǶǶǶ =8Uɋ ǸǷǸǶǿǽǺ

$460,000       LITTLE CURRENT       MLS: 2125248
[his ǸǶǸǸɗǸǹ home provides over Ƿ,ǸǶǶ sÕ. ft. of accessible, open-concept living space.
"eaturing two spacious bedrooms and plenty of storage, itɴs ideal for those seeking
the ease of single-level living. �fficient 7err heat pumps ensure year-round comfort,

complemented by a coĂy Napoleon propane fireplace for those winter nights.

$589,000       LITTLE CURRENT       MLS: 2124965
Welcome to this modern brick-sided duplex ideally located in an excellent area

overlooking the sparkling waters of the North Channel. Offering both comfort and
opportunity, this property provides a steady income stream with two rental units,

while the durable construction ensures low maintenance for years to come.

LITTLE CURRENT
L�R#E LEiEL IN�USTRI�L SITE
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Contact Us | 705-368-2271 | info@manitoulinproperty.com Website : ManitoulinProperty.com

TIS’ THE
SEASON

102 SANDY POINT RD
$300,000 | MLS 2123950

26 VANKOUGHNET ST W
$325,000 | MLS 2125767

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

MEET THE REALTORS BEHIND THE LISTINGS

240 ROSEWOOD LANE
$629,900 | MLS 2121727

28 MILL ST
$57,000 | MLS 2123397

4 NEW ST
$33�,000 | MLS 212�3�3

2519 BAY ESTATES RD N
$65,000 | MLS 2125192

796 & 698 PEBBLE RD
$70,000 | MLS 212�196

129 MAPLE DRIVE
$650,000 | MLS 2123361

KAGAWONG

PT LT 16 CON GREEN BUSH RD
$�2,500 | MLS 2125361

56 WATER ST
$390,000 | MLS 21219��

NEMI

SHEGUIANDAH

LITTLE CURRENT

GORE BAY

SHEGUIANDAH

SOUTH BAYMOUTH

SILVER WATER

GORE BAY

1580 PERIVALE RD
$275,000 | MLS 2123926

MANITOWANING LITTLE CURRENT MINDEMOYA
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A F R E S H S T A R T

SCAN HERESCAN HERE
FOR ALL OF OUR LISTINGSFOR ALL OF OUR LISTINGS

Where Winter Magic Meets Your Next MoveWhere Winter Magic Meets Your Next Move

FEATURE LISTING - 7 MOGGY PARKWAY, MANITOWANING
LLVWLQJ 3ULFH $675,000 | MLS 2125237 | MDLQ +RPH 	 *XHVW +RXVH

26 HALL ST
$��9,000 | MLS 2122�92
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• Careers • Sports • Manitoulin People
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 Little Current, Ontario  Wednesday,  December 17, 2025

Co-Ed Volleyball
The annual Elementary Co-Ed volley-

ball tournament took place last week at 
the Four Directions Complex in Aun-
deck Omni Kaning. The Little Current 
Public School continued their domi-
nance of volleyball this year. They add-
ed to the boys’ and Girls’ trophies last 
month by winning both the A and B ti-
tles at the Co-Ed.

The LCPS A Team overcame run-
ners-up Central Manitoulin Public 
School with players: Boston Abotos-
saway, Matias Behm, Jack VanVolk-
ingburgh, Kailyn Inglis, Lynndra 
Madahbee-Peltier, Karmen Atkinson
and Brenna Pollard.

The LCPS B Team defeated Pontiac 
with: Lauren Musquetier, Ada Nichol-
ls, Xavier Panamick-Eshkawkogan, 
Finlay Card, Oliver Wilding, Mason 
Dedman, Callaway Anderson-Esqui-
maux, Maci McDonald and Alivia 
Callaghan.

Hats off as well to Coyotes Coaches, 
Melissa Mcculloch, Casey Boisvert, 
Melanie Pollard and Carter Abotos-
saway.

Volleyball continued…
Manitoulin has been developing top 

volleyball players for generations now. 
More evidence of that is the success of 
players looking to improve their games 
by playing club ball off-Island. Here are 
a few rising stars in the sport. Rowyn 
Kasunich, 15 plays for the Northern 
Chill Icebergs U-16’s and played in a 
tournament in North Bay last weekend 
taking the bronze to add to their silver 
medal in their previous one the Trillium 
Cup.

In competition There is also another 
Island, Espanola , Northshore team that 
plays called NCVB 16U Blackout. There 
are some other Island girls on that team 
including Amber Brizuela and Lexi 
Fisher of Mindemoya and Arabella 
Otosquaiob of Little Current. 

Nova Debassige plays for the U15 
Northern Chill while veteran of Provin-
cial-level volleyball Mya Balfe plays
for the U-17 Chill.  Incidentally, Nova 
and Rowyn still juniors, also play on the 
MSS girls Senior Volleyball team. With 
Nova’s Dad, Derek and Mya’s Mom, Tina 
having both played varsity v-ball in uni-
versity, the youngsters definitely know 
what they need to do to get to that level. 

Lady Panthers Battle Strong 
Competition at Mount Forest 

Tournament 
The Lady Panthers took to the ice this 

past weekend at the Mount Forest hock-
ey tournament, facing a challenging 
slate of opponents while showing deter-
mination and resilience throughout the 
event.

The tournament opened with a tough 
matchup against the Owen Sound Ice 
Hawks. Despite a strong effort, the Pan-
thers came up short in a 3–1 loss. 

Refusing to let the early setback define 
their weekend, the team bounced back 
in their second game with an impressive 
2–0 shutout victory over the Grand Riv-
er Mustangs with Brynn Best turning 

away all shots. Goals were scored by 
Lourdes Taukei and Emery Watson,
while solid defensive play and disci-
plined teamwork helped secure the win. 

In their third contest, the Lady Pan-
thers faced the host, Mount Forest Rams 
in a tightly contested game. The teams 
traded chances throughout, but the Pan-
thers were edged out 3–2 despite goals 
from Emery Watson and Ava Corbiere.

The tournament concluded with a 
matchup against the Waterloo Ravens. 
Once again facing stiff competition, the 
Panthers battled hard until the final 
whistle but fell 3–1. Ava Corbiere scored 
the lone goal for the Lady Panthers. 

Although the results did not fully re-
flect the team’s effort, the Lady Panthers 
gained valuable experience against 
high-level opponents. The tournament 
highlighted the team’s perseverance and 
provided important lessons as they con-
tinue their season.

Panther cubs compete too
The younger of our Panther family, the 

U-13’s competed in the Vipers Pre-Christ-
mas Blast tournament in Astorville. The 
Panthers kicked off the weekend with a 
big win, followed by a hard-fought loss, 
and then a tie in their third game—earn-
ing them a spot in the semifinals. 

The Panthers battled it out and came 
away with a huge, 3-1 victory to advance 
to the championship game. 

In the finals, the Panthers played their 
hearts out. Despite an incredible effort, 
they came up just short and finished the 
weekend as tournament finalists, taking 
home silver medals. It was an amazing 
weekend of hockey, teamwork, and de-
termination, and this team represented 
Manitoulin well. By the way, the U-11 
Panthers were pumped up to join in the 
tourney but their division was folded be-
fore the weekend. 

The U15 Panthers split their weekend 
schedule with a win and a loss. On Fri-
day, the Panthers edged the Copper Cliff 
Reds 4–3, with goals from Landon Arm-
strong, Adrian Bois, Boston Abotos-
saway, and Matthew Debassige, who 
scored the game-winner late in the third 
period.

On Sunday, the Panthers fell 6–3 to the 
Sudbury Wolves. Adrian Bois scored 
for Manitoulin, while Landon Arm-
strong added two goals in the loss.

Off  the Rock, hockey!
Former Panther, Bray Wassegijig now 

skates for the ‘AA’ Wolves. In Sault Ste. 
Marie last weekend, he and the Wolves 
took two of three games against the 
tough, Sault Junior Greyhounds with 
Bray picking up a player of the game. 
Keep up the good work, Bray!

Badminton couple, competes
Congratulations to Mark and Lisa

Peltier who are staying active by put-
ting their badminton practise to the test 
at the Family Doubles Tournament in 
North Bay. The pair were very competi-
tive against the younger couples, placing 
2nd in the B Consolation bracket. Way to 
go, you two!

by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—
Manitoulin OPP Consta-
ble Marc Hovingh fell in 
the line of duty five years 
ago while answering a 
call in Gore Bay, but the 
Island community has 
not forgotten him. The an-
nual Marc Hovingh Curl-
ing Bonspiel attracted 
16 teams again this year, 
providing an evening of 
camaraderie and laugh-
ter for those friends and 
family left behind—and 
raising a considerable 
amount of funds for a 
great cause.

“This event doesn’t 
happen without you guys 
being here, right?” said 
organizer Kyle Chandler 
in announcing the tour-
nament once again has 
raised nearly $10,000 for 
Manitoulin Family Re-
sources. “So, every year, 
you guys show up. It’s 
amazing, and that’s how 
we were able to pull this 
off.”

“Thank you so much 
for being here,” said Mr. 
Chandler. “I don’t host 
the event, I just facili-
tate some stuff. There’s 
a whole bunch of people: 
Margo (Bickell), Gord 
(Bickell) with the ice, the 
whole executive (of the 
Little Current Curling 
Club), Barb Bond and 
Craig Alston for getting a 
lot of these prizes donated. 
It’s been four years going, 
which is awesome. We 
missed one year, because 
it’s been five years since 
we lost Marc. Marc’s not 
here to serve the commu-
nity, and we’re able to do 
it in his name, that’s phe-
nomenal.”

“Thank you, each and 
every one of you, for being 
here,” said Mr. Hovingh’s 
widow Lianne. “It’s just a 
beautiful event. I just love 
the police who are here, it 
was really nice to see a lot 
of the retired police who 
used to work with Marc. 
I’m super thankful to the 
sponsors, the Bickell fam-

ily.”
Curlers enjoyed a great 

evening that included a 
delicious meal and, as 
Mr. Chandler noted, the 
bonspiel takes place on 
Friday and Saturday, per-
fectly timed to wind up on 
Saturday evening.

This year, the bonspiel 
A title was won by the 
Chandler Rink, Jordan 
and Kyle Chandler, along 
with Charlie Robert and 
Allisa Blissa.

All participants were 
invited to select items 
from the prize table, but 
it was clear that the real 
prize was a couple of days 
of good fellowship and 
fun, while honouring the 
legacy of Constable Hov-
ingh by supporting com-
munity services. Manito-
ulin Family Resources is 
an organization that pro-
vides support for women 
fleeing abusive relation-
ships and operates the 
Manitoulin Family Re-
sources Food Bank.

Marc Hovingh Bonspiel celebrates 
legac\ of fallen SoSXlaU Solice offi ceU

%RQVSLHO� RUJDQL]HU� .\OH� &KDQGOHU�� OHIW�� LV� MRLQHG� E\� &RQVWDEOH� 0DUF� +RYLQJK·V� ZLGRZ� /LDQQH�
(holding trophy) and members of his rink, Charlie Robert and Allisa Blissa.

photo by Michael Erskine

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com

Recent bronze and silver 
PHGDOLVW� 5RZ\Q� .DVXQLFK�� IURQW� OHIW���
ZLWK� WKH� 1RUWKHUQ� &KLOO� ,FHEHUJV��
5RZ\Q�SOD\V�ULJKW�VLGH�RU�RXWVLGH�KLWWHU��
sometimes middle.

An Ice Chips legend!
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NEW EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES – MULTIPLE POSTINGS
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan – Seven Grandfathers Program

Gwekwaadziwin Miikan is seeking motivated professionals and natural helpers to join our growing 
team!

Internal training opportunities and professional development provided to all staff.

Please visit www.gwek.ca or email mmaracle@gwek.ca for details.

Program Description
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan provides a person-centred model of mental health and addiction treatment for 
individuals 19+. It supports a community of healthy people working towards wellness, education and 
economic prosperity for First Nations individuals and communities. Gwekwaadziwin Miikan offers four 
phases of support, including Withdrawal Management, Land-Based Treatment, Live-in Aftercare and 
Community Aftercare.

Position Descriptions

Administrative Assistant 
(Parental Leave Contract) 

Application deadline: December 12, 2025
at 4:00 pm 

The Administrative Assistant is responsible for providing 
administrative support for admissions, management and general 
program operations. The successful candidate will have the ability 
to multi-task and prioritize time-sensitive matters in a confidential
setting.

Land-Based Counsellor 

Application deadline: December 12, 2025 
at 4:00 pm 

The Land-Based Counsellor is a unique position that combines the 
skills of an outdoor experiential learning leader with a treatment 
counsellor. Staff in this position will be living and working in 
outdoor settings with participants and operate on a three-week 
rotational schedule. Staff in this position will be responsible for 
delivering a wholistic treatment program with a significant focus 
on Anishinaabe culture and land-based learning.

Withdrawal Management Support Worker
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for the implementation of 
acute withdrawal support, distribution of harm reduction supplies, 
safe/flex beds, as part of the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of 
services. Must be available to work weekends. 

Aftercare Support Workers
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for assisting in the 
implementation of participant treatment plans, monitoring the 
facility, facilitating group and assisting with other facets of the 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan programming. There is opportunity to 
provide casual relief in all areas of programming. 

Please visit gwek.bamboohr.com/careers for more 
information

Current Vulnerable Sector Check and Drivers Abstract required 
prior to offer of employment. 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those
applicants under consideration will be contacted for an 

interview.

Scan for more information and to apply!
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Application deadline: December 12, 2025 
at 4:00 pm 

The Land-Based Counsellor is a unique position that combines the 
skills of an outdoor experiential learning leader with a treatment 
counsellor. Staff in this position will be living and working in 
outdoor settings with participants and operate on a three-week 
rotational schedule. Staff in this position will be responsible for 
delivering a wholistic treatment program with a significant focus 
on Anishinaabe culture and land-based learning.

Withdrawal Management Support Worker
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for the implementation of 
acute withdrawal support, distribution of harm reduction supplies, 
safe/flex beds, as part of the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of 
services. Must be available to work weekends. 

Aftercare Support Workers
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for assisting in the 
implementation of participant treatment plans, monitoring the 
facility, facilitating group and assisting with other facets of the 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan programming. There is opportunity to 
provide casual relief in all areas of programming. 

Please visit gwek.bamboohr.com/careers for more 
information

Current Vulnerable Sector Check and Drivers Abstract required 
prior to offer of employment. 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those
applicants under consideration will be contacted for an 

interview.

Scan for more information and to apply!

NEW EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES – MULTIPLE POSTINGS
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan – Seven Grandfathers Program

Gwekwaadziwin Miikan is seeking motivated professionals and natural helpers to join our growing 
team!

Internal training opportunities and professional development provided to all staff.

Please visit www.gwek.ca or email mmaracle@gwek.ca for details.

Program Description
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan provides a person-centred model of mental health and addiction treatment for 
individuals 19+. It supports a community of healthy people working towards wellness, education and 
economic prosperity for First Nations individuals and communities. Gwekwaadziwin Miikan offers four 
phases of support, including Withdrawal Management, Land-Based Treatment, Live-in Aftercare and 
Community Aftercare.

Position Descriptions

Administrative Assistant 
(Parental Leave Contract) 

Application deadline: December 12, 2025
at 4:00 pm 

The Administrative Assistant is responsible for providing 
administrative support for admissions, management and general 
program operations. The successful candidate will have the ability 
to multi-task and prioritize time-sensitive matters in a confidential
setting.

Land-Based Counsellor 

Application deadline: December 12, 2025 
at 4:00 pm 

The Land-Based Counsellor is a unique position that combines the 
skills of an outdoor experiential learning leader with a treatment 
counsellor. Staff in this position will be living and working in 
outdoor settings with participants and operate on a three-week 
rotational schedule. Staff in this position will be responsible for 
delivering a wholistic treatment program with a significant focus 
on Anishinaabe culture and land-based learning.

Withdrawal Management Support Worker
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for the implementation of 
acute withdrawal support, distribution of harm reduction supplies, 
safe/flex beds, as part of the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum of 
services. Must be available to work weekends. 

Aftercare Support Workers
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for assisting in the 
implementation of participant treatment plans, monitoring the 
facility, facilitating group and assisting with other facets of the 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan programming. There is opportunity to 
provide casual relief in all areas of programming. 

Please visit gwek.bamboohr.com/careers for more 
information

Current Vulnerable Sector Check and Drivers Abstract required 
prior to offer of employment. 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those
applicants under consideration will be contacted for an 

interview.

Scan for more information and to apply!

Please scan the QR code 
for more information

and to apply!

Land-Based Consellor

Open until filled

The Land-Based Counsellor is a unique 
position that combines the skills of an 
outdoor experiential learning leader with a 
treatment counsellor. Sta� in this position 
will be living and working in outdoor 
settings with participants and operate on a 
three-week rotational schedule. Sta� in this 
position will be responsible for delivering 
a wholistic treatment program with a 
significant focus on Anishinaabe culture and 
land-based learning.

Withdrawal Management
Support Worker

(Casual)
Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for 
the implementation of acute withdrawal 
support, distribution of harm reduction 
supplies, safe/flex beds, as part of the 
Gwekwaadziwin Miikan continuum 
of services. Must be available to work 
weekends.

Aftercare Support Workers
(Casual)

Application deadline: Open until filled

A part-time casual position responsible for 
assisting in the implementation of participant 
treatment plans, monitoring the facility, facil-
itating group and assisting with other facets 
of the Gwekwaadziwin Miikan programming. 
There is opportunity to provide casual relief 
in all areas of programming.

Little Current Place Seniors Residence
is seeking a part-time

Property Manager
Reporting to and under the general direction of the board of directors 
you will be responsible for the overall management and administration 
of senior residences.

• Computer experience
• Minor bookkeeping and electronic submission of government forms
• Good communication skills written and oral
• Property management experience
• Experience in non-profit housing administration an asset

This position is for 25 hours per week and includes $400 per month in 
lieu of benefits.

Submit resumes to:

Chair
Little Current Place

Box 851 Little Current ON P0P 1K0
Or by email to LCP@vianet.ca

rainbowschools.caDavid Farrow
Board Chair

Bruce Bourget
Director of Education

Cleaner - Markstay Public School
At Rainbow District School Board we are leaders in learning, inspiring success for 
all students by reaching minds and touching hearts.  Together, we prepare 
students to become lifelong learners, achieving their full potential as con�dent, 
caring members of society.

Rainbow District School Board is now accepting applications for a 
Cleaner-Markstay Public School.

For more information about this employment opportunity, please visit 
www.rainbowschools.ca/join-our-team.

Interested candidates should apply by noon Monday December 29, 2025 and 
submit a cover letter, resume and names of three (3) references.

These positions will remain open for applicaitons 
until filled. A cover letter and resume are required. 

The work location is the Zhiibaahaasing Band 
O�ce, with the Social Development manager and 

Ehnaagdaagdahwenjiget having the option of working 
out of the Sudbury Satellite O�ce.

by Michael Erskine
HONORA BAY—Mani-
toulin’s Nordic Ski Club 
is reminding folks that it 
is time to sign up for this 
year’s skiing and snow-
shoe adventures. 

“Our club depends on 
three elements to keep 
these trails available,” 
noted club treasurer Ker-
rene Tilson. “Those are 
volunteers, landowners 
and membership revenue. 
Our adult memberships 
are $45 for those age 16 
and older, children and 
youth ages three to 15 ski 
for free.”

“We appreciate and val-
ue all current members 
and look forward to wel-
coming new members,” 
she continued. “Please 
help spread the word to 
anyone you know who is 
new to Manitoulin and 
might be interested.”

“We will have five cross 
country ski trails on Man-
itoulin Island this win-
ter,” notes Dr. Roy Jeffery 
in the club’s newsletter. 
“Trail preparation work 
has already begun! We 
may have a sixth venue 
at the old ski club depend-
ing on snow conditions in 
the new year.”

The trails are located 
near Little Current at 
2394 Highway 540 on the 
EBC Freer Point property 
where “We have Honora 
Trails North. Parking is 
along the Tilson Home-
stead driveway after it 
forks to the right around 
the old barn (look for 
the parking sign). These 
trails are fairly level 
and feature scenes of 
winter wetland habitat 
and Burr oak savannah. 
Snowshoers are welcome 
but please try to stay to 
the side of the track. By 
the time you receive this 
newsletter the base on 
the trail will have been 
groomed—a few more 
centimetres of snow and 
it will be ready to go!”

A second trail is located 
in Mindemoya, notes Dr. 
Jeffery. “Skiers can park 
at the far end of the Mani-
toulin Community Living 
administration parking 
lot to access the Maple 
Ridge trail. They can en-
joy two great trails which 
feature rolling hardwood 

terrain and some great 
vistas. The trails are 
maintained by Sam Gil-

crest. The beginning of 
the trail down the lane is 
often windswept but keep 

going and you will be re-
warded by beautiful trails 
through the woods!”

Another trail is located 
south of Manitowaning. 
“Halfway down the New 
England Road on the right, 
you will find McLeans 
Park,” notes Dr. Jeffery. 
“The trails here wind up 
and down through love-
ly old growth beech and 
maple forests. They are 
maintained by Rob Mel-
lan. These trails usually 
require a little more snow 
to cover the rough spots.” 
Members who register as 
with the Manitoulin Nor-
dic Ski Club will receive a 
trail report by email.

In Gore Bay, at the 
Manitoulin Golf Course, 
a set of Nordic trails has 

been maintained for the 
past few years, notes Dr. 
Jeffery. “I believe there 
is a drop box there for do-
nations for the groomer 
fuel.”

Finally, at Ice Lake’s 
Ravenswing Farm (off 
Robinsons Road and turn 
right along Strawber-
ry Point road) “a trail is 
maintained when snow is 
sufficient—keep tuned to 
Resilient Manitoulin for 
further information.”

The first three trails 
are all accessible on a 
daily pay-as-you-go basis, 
but all day skiers are re-
minded they must sign a 
waiver at the trailhead or 
purchase the very reason-
ably priced annual mem-
bership and help support 

the club.
Club members also re-

ceive an Ontario Nordic 
Ski Passport that allows 
them to ski at many loca-
tions in Northern Ontario 
once a year for half price.

There are plenty of 
ways to sign up for the 
skiing season, you can 
go to the Zone 4 registra-
tion by going online to the 
link: zone4.ca/register or 
call/text 249-997-0009 to 
receive a paper form via 
Canada Post or drop by 
Breakaway Sports in Lit-
tle Current to pick one up. 

Once you complete your 
form, mail it to: Manitou-
lin Nordic Ski Club, 2394 
Hwy 540 Little Current, 
ON, P0P 1K0.

Nordic Ski Club reminds folks to sign up for this year’s skiing and snowshoe adventures

Shutterstock
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Public Works Operator
Temporary - Full-time
2025 Salary Range $46,363 – $57,824

The Township of Billings is accepting applications for the temporary full-time position of 
Public Works Operator.

The purpose of this position is to maintain the Township Roads, parks and buildings as 
directed by the Public Works Superintendent and to assist in the maintenance of Public 
Works and property as required by Council.

The ideal Public Works operator will possess extensive knowledge of equipment, 
maintenance of roads and facilities, good organizational skills, strong work ethic and 
communication skills, a valid driver’s licence (minimum class DZ, AZ is preferred) and the 
ability to operate all township equipment. Working knowledge of carpentry, welding, metal 
working, plumbing, electrical, automotive maintenance and repair, small engine maintenance 
and repair, hydraulics, concrete, etc. are considered an asset.

Salary is based on a 40-hour work week, some overtime and callouts during evening and 
weekend is required as part of the position. The ideal candidate must be able to attend the 
municipal garage within 30 minutes of being called in.

A detailed job description is available by visiting the careers page on our website at
https://www.billingstwp.ca/townhall/careers/
or by contacting the Township o�ce at (705) 282-2611 

Resumes will be accepted via e-mail or regular mail in confidence to Véronique Dion, CAO/
Clerk Township of Billings 15 Old Mill Road, Kagawong ON P0P 1J0 or cao@billingstwp.ca. 
We thank all candidates who submit an application; however, only those individuals identified 
for an interview will be contacted. This position needs immediate filling; therefore this 
posting will be available until the position is filled.

The Township of Billings is an equal opportunity employer that is committed to an inclusive, 
barrier-free recruitment and selection process. If contacted for an employment opportunity, 
please advise if you require accommodation.

Personal information contained in applications will be used for recruitment purposes and 
collected as per the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 
1990.

KINA Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services
Kina Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services (KGCFS) is a designated Child 
Welfare Service delivering Child Protection Services within seven member 
First Nations in the Districts of Sudbury and Manitoulin. KGCFS honours and 
supports our families’ and community’s inherent authority to care for their 
children based on unity, traditions, values, beliefs and customs.
Preference will be given to Anishinaabe Candidates,
please self-identify in your application. 

We are currently inviting applications for the following employment opportunities:

To apply, kindly send your application to our Human Resources department
at applications@kgcfs.org, ensuring to specify the position title in the subject line. 

For comprehensive job descriptions and to access the postings, please visit our website at:
www.kgcfs.org/employment-opportunities.

At KGCFS, we are steadfast in our dedication to fostering a work environment that is accessible to all, in 
accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code. Should you 
require any accommodations during the recruitment process, please do not hesitate to request them. We sincerely 
appreciate your interest in joining the team; however, only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.
As a condition of employment, the successful candidate will be required to provide the following documents: a 
Satisfactory Criminal Reference Check and/or Vulnerable Sector Check (dated within three months of the 
application date), Driver’s Abstract and Proof of Liability Insurance.

Thank you for considering a career opportunity with us.

Manitoulin Island:
• Child Well-Being Worker: Closes January 2, 2026

Sudbury:
• Legal Counsel (Open until filled)

Sudbury/Manitoulin Island:
• Volunteer Driver: Open Recruitment

• Finance Supervisor: Closes January 2, 2026

Director of Programs & Services
Full-Time

Job Summary: The Director of Programs and Services is a senior leadership role accountable for 
all programs and client service operations at Noojmowin Teg Health Centre (NTHC). Reporting 
to the Executive Director, this role ensures program managers and Team Leads are supported 
and accountable in delivering high-quality, culturally safe and community-driven services. The 
Director ensures e�ective operations across all NTHC locations, monitors performance data 
(KPIs) and drives continuous improvement. The role works closely with Human Resources (HR) 
and Finance to align resources and ensure compliance with policy, funding and accreditation. 
Guided by the Seven Grandfather Teachings, the Director of Program and Services promotes 
wholistic health and wellness rooted in Anishinabek culture, traditions and values.

About: Noojmowin Teg Health Centre is comprised of a multi-team of health care professions 
providing community-based services through the use of a wholistic approach that integrates 
both traditional and western healing practices. Our unique team includes: Traditional Health and 
Cultural Services, Primary Care, Health and Wellness and Mental Health and Addictions Services.  

Given the traditional practices of the Anishinabek, from time to time exposure to wood smoke 
and the burning of sacred medicines, including tobacco, sweet grass, sage and cedar may occur 
within the work setting.

Noojmowin Teg Health Centre is an inclusive employer. Accommodation is available in 
accordance with the Ontario Human Rights Code and the Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, 2005.

Qualifications: 
• Master’s degree in health administration, Public Health, Nursing, Social Work, or related 

field; or an equivalent combination of education and leadership experience.
• Minimum 7–10 years of progressive leadership in health, social services, or Anishinabek 

organizations, including direct supervision of managers and frontline sta�.
• Strong knowledge of Anishinabek health systems, federal/provincial funding structures and 

accreditation standards.
• Demonstrated ability to lead multi-disciplinary teams and manage complex programs across 

multiple sites.
• Proven strength in leadership, communication and problem-solving, with the ability to 

inspire and guide diverse teams.
• Experience in data analysis, program evaluation and reporting.
• Deep understanding of Anishinabek culture, values and traditions, with the ability to 

integrate these into service delivery.
• Valid driver’s licence and reliable transportation required.

Submission: Please submit a cover letter, resume, copy of registration and list three (3) 
work-related references at
https://noojmowinteg.applytojobs.ca/health+centre/43485 OR www.nthc.ca - Careers

Miigwetch/Thank you for your interest in Noojmowin Teg Health Centre;
 only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

This week was definitely a memorable 
one for the halls of MSS.

This Monday our Grade 11 and 12s 
headed out for another fun week tour-
ing Algoma University 
and the Sault Ste. Marie 
College. But for the first 
time I wasn’t jealous of 
them being away Mon-
day and Tuesday be-
cause Elliot Lake came 
down for a basketball 
tournament!

On Tuesday, our se-
nior and junior teams 
played hard in their games against El-
liot Lake. I didn’t hear much about the 
stats, but they put in great effort and 
made it to the next games.

Tuesday was also exciting for our 
business students, who were taking 
part in an Accounting Case Study Com-

petition in Sudbury. Where they had to 
solve a real-life business problem’s and 
share their ideas with the judges

Back to sports, Wednesday our junior 
and senior girls’ volley-
ball teams were on the 
road for their games. The 
junior girls had a strong 
day, coming home with 
two wins and two loss-
es. The senior girls also 
played hard throughout 
their matches, keeping 
up the energy and show-
ing great teamwork 

against some tough competition.
On Thursday, the boys’ basketball 

team were back on the courts for an-
other round of games against Espanola 
high school.

Another amazing week, Mustangs!
A hui hou, Sara-Marie. 

Saramarie
Wassegijig

Advertise your job openings on The 
Expositor job board—it’s that easy
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*Senior Discount 10%  * Off-Island rates may differ

Contact The Manitoulin Expositor today!
services@manitoulin.com • 705-368-2744 • manitoulin.com

Makes a great gift for friends, family or yourself!

Did you read 
that article in 

The Expositor?

Stay on the same page as your friends

51 issues per year $54.60*

FREE Digital Subscription included with paper subscription!

+ HST

Digital Subscription

Going paperless? Visit Manitoulin.com to subscribe to our weekly digital copy 
of The Manitoulin Expositor plus unlimited access to all that manitoulin.com has to offer!

Subscribe online today for as low as 95¢ a week!
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One of my favourite 
lines in the Christ-
mas story isn’t ac-

tually found in the tradi-
tional nativity scene at 
all—it’s in the beginning 
lines of John’s Gospel. 
Taking a different philo-
sophical and illustrative 
direction, John writes, 
“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it 
(John 1:5).” Those words 
feel especially relevant 
in our Manitoulin con-
text, where seasonal 
darkness is not just an 
idea but something we 

literally feel each winter. 
Days become shorter and 
nights become longer. 
We travel down long ru-
ral routes where the ab-
sence of street lights can 
feel dark and foreboding 
in the space between our 
towns. The cold Decem-
ber winds cut through 
the doors and windows of 
our homes, finding a way 
into bones that need no 
reminder that winter has 
begun. 

But John isn’t sim-
ply talking about the 
dark sky, rural roads, 
and harsh winds. He’s 

talking about the parts 
of life that feel heavy, 
uncertain, overwhelm-
ing, isolating, and fear-
ful—the darkness we all 
meet at different times. 
And his hopeful message 
is this: where there is 
light, darkness cannot 
overcome. Not because 
we are strong enough to 
fight it, but because light 
is stronger by nature.

I was reminded of this 
while watching ‘The 
Rings of Power.’ There’s 
a moment when Cele-
brimbor (the Elf ring 
maker who has been de-

ceived and tormented by 
the dark lord Sauron) 
says something quite 
profound to Galadriel as 
they wrestle with a grow-
ing internal and exter-
nal darkness they can’t 
seem to control. He says, 
echoing John’s words, 
“It is not strength that 
overcomes darkness, but 
light.” This is another 
similar suggestion that 
darkness is not altered 
by force, but rather, by 
the presence of light it-
self. It is also a reminder 
that some things in life 
(like darkness) are un-

changed, and possibly 
made worse, the harder 
we swing at them.

I think that’s why 
John’s introductory com-
ments—though void of 
familiar Christmas char-
acters—still captures the 
heart of the Christmas 
story. God doesn’t enter 
the world with armies, 
power, or might. The 
Light arrives as a child—
small, vulnerable, and 
unexpected—shining in 
the darkness.

We are fortunate to 
have homes with lights 
that eliminate darkness 

with little effort and a lot 
of convenience—well, ex-
cept when the power goes 
out. But even then, I was 
reminded during our 
last power outage how 
well the light from a few 
small candles suppressed 
the darkness. It was a 
good reminder of how 
Christmas hope is kept 
alive also—when small 
lights continue to shine 
in dark seasons. Not by 
force, but by their belief 
that light is greater than 
darkness. And so, this 
time of year, we look for 
small lights in the dark-
ness: for acts of kindness, 
self-sacrifice, generosity, 
courage, good cheer, and 
we look for ways to offer 
this back. These small 
lights matter. They add 
up. They push back more 
darkness than we real-
ize.

This Christmas, my 
prayer is that we hold 
onto the promise John 
gives us: the light still 
shines, and the dark-
ness has not overcome 
it. May this season bring 
you peace, hope, and just 
enough light to guide 
your way.

From our family to 
yours,

Have a very merry 
Christmas!

Pastor Joel Lock
Island Community 

Church  
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Fr� Brendan & staff of 

Fr� Lindsay, Lisa & staff ofFr� Lindsay, Lisa & staff of

6243 HWY 540, M’Chigeeng

Mayor MacNevin
and Council

would like to send warm 
wishes of prosperity and 
kindness to one and all 
this Christmas Season.

The light shines in the darkness 



Ihave a scandalous 
story! In the 1840s, a 
French Roman Catho-

lic church hired a known 
atheist, Placide Cappeau, 
to write a poem for their 
completed restorations. 
Cappeau wrote “Minuit, 
Chrétiens,” and had his 
Jewish friend Adolphe 
Adam set the poem to 
music, giving us the song 
“Cantique de Noël.” An 
opera singer preformed it 
for the first time on Christ-
mas Eve. The song was so 
beloved that everyone be-
gan to play it. It made its 
way to Québec in 1858 and 
became a staple for Noël—
even if banned by the 
Canadian Roman Catho-
lic Church in 1930 for its 
dubious origins. As what 
usually happens when 
something is banned, ev-
eryone wants to hear it. By 
the 1950s, you could hear 
“Midnight Christians” 
in many denominations 
(including Catholic) all 
over. In 1855, John Sul-
livan Dwight translated 
the song into English. He 
was against slavery, and 
an Unitarian Transcen-
dentalist (that means he 
rejected the idea of God be-
ing 3 in 1; and believes peo-
ple are inherently good). 
Therefore, he changed 
the lyrics to fit his theol-
ogy. Out were sin and the 
wrath of God, and in were 
universal love and “Night 
Divine.” This version 
spread too, with its own 
controversy of now being 
an atheist-Jewish-Unitar-

ian-Transcendentalist-ab-
olitionist-hymn. What a 
scandal!

Except... it’s not wholly 
true. Cappeau wasn’t athe-
ist. He was a fan of Vol-
taire and supported end-
ing monarchies. He also 
changed his lyrics when 
he stopped believing in 
original sin. Adam wasn’t 
Jewish; he just was later 
suspected of being Jew-
ish by Nazi sympathizers. 
Yes, the Roman Catholic 
Church banned the hymn, 
but also many other popu-
lar songs, so people could 
focus for awhile on reviv-
ing Gregorian Chant. It 

isn’t banned now. It is true 
Dwight changed the lyrics 
when translating; and is 
true the song was scandal-
ous at its creation, and at 
translation, for declaring 
Jesus doesn’t approve of 
slavery. 

The popular story is 
a mix of truth and half-
truths and falsehoods. The 
same is true of our Christ-
mases. Our crèches are 
a combination. Matthew 
says there are wisemen 
but nothing of a manger. 
Luke says there is a man-
ger but nothing of wise-
men. And in the first cen-
tury, people said Jesus was 

born in a cave! Mark and 
John don’t care about how 
Jesus was born, but rath-
er what it means: And the 
Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. And we 
saw the glory of it, as the 
glory of the only begotten 
Son of the Father, which 
Word was full of grace 
and truth (John 1:14). Now 
after John was arrested, 
Jesus came to Galilee pro-
claiming the good news 
of God and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe 
in the good news’ (Mark 

1:14-15). Nowhere are oxen 
or doves mentioned. But I 
like them in my nativity 
scene. I also have wisemen 
and shepherds at the same 
time. The meaning of the 
story is more important 
than the historical facts, 
just like with the origin of 
O Holy Night (which is my 
favourite hymn!).

Historically it is messy. 
But as a story, what is 
more Christ-like than 
the coming together of 
believers and non-believ-
ers, Jews and Christians, 
Trinitarians and Unitari-
ans, Roman Catholics and 

Protestants, free people 
and enslaved, all coming 
together to make beautiful 
music and affirm we have 
much more in common 
than different? This is a 
time of peace—a night di-
vine! 

May you be able to cross 
what divides you from oth-
ers, even if for just a short 
while, and share a holy 
night.
Rev. Whitney LP Bruno

 Little Current 
United Church 

Pastoral Charge
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Your
ONE STOP
shop for all 

things pets on 
Manitoulin 

Island
2222 HWY 551, Mindemoya

 Visit Manitoulin Pet Supplies on Facebook

YourYour
Happy

Holdiays

As we enter our 47th year, 
we realize this milestone 
was made possible by the 
support of clients, friends and 
associates like you.

We offer our thanks, and wish 
you much peace and great 
joy during this 
holiday season and 
throughout the
New Year.

Joe Santoro

4 Eleanor Street,
Gore Bay ON P0P 1H0
www.poulsonlaw.ca

P: 705-282-2710
F: 705-915-3397

9 1 3 0  H W Y 6 ,  L ITTL E  CU RRE N T 
7 0 5 - 3 6 8 - 2 0 9 0  |  V ISIT O N L IN E  A T RO N A . CA

H O L IDA Y H O U RS:
D E CE MB E R  2 4 :  7A M-1 2 P M
CLO S E D  D E CE MB E R  2 5-2 8
CLO S E D  J A N U A R Y  1

Wishing you a safe and joyful 
holiday season!

O Holy Night



Let us not take Christ 
out of Christmas. 
We might be pre-

occupied with shopping, 

decorating, cooking and 
other necessary prepara-
tory activities to such a 
degree that no time is left 

for reflection on the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
Let us not be deprived of 
the real joy of the event 
which is celebrated on 
December 25 (which can 
never be substituted for 
by the most sophisticat-
ed gifts provided by San-
ta Claus).

In the weeks preceding 
Christmas, we might im-
itate the pondering pos-
ture of Mary the Mother 
of Jesus. She did not un-
derstand how the good 
news about becoming 
the mother of the Mes-
siah would become a re-
ality, but she trusted in 
God’s Word, especially 
after being assured by 
the Archangel Gabriel 
that for God nothing is 
impossible. In Decem-
ber, in our thoughts, we 
walk together with Mary 
and Joseph. The blessed 
state of her pregnancy 
reminds us about the 
sanctity of life from the 
moment of conception. 
We are also grateful for 
Joseph’s faith and trust 
related to the extraordi-
nary way that Jesus was 
conceived. He indeed is 
a perfect source of inspi-
ration for husbands and 
fathers. Both Mary and 
Joseph can and should 
be spiritual reference 
points for couples experi-
encing any marital prob-
lems.

It is boggling to our 
minds that God, Creator 
of the whole universe, 

humbled Himself to be-
come one of us. However, 
for God, due to our cog-
nitive limitations, this 
was the best way to com-
municate with us and to 
reveal His true “face” as 
the fullness of Love. We 
might have to ask our-
selves why the birth of 
Christ happened so late 
in the history of human-
kind. Yet the incarna-
tion of Christ had to take 
place in the fullness of 
time. God had at His dis-
posal even more than ar-
tificial intelligence and 
had to take many factors 
into account before set-
tling on 0 AD as the year 
for it. St. Luke, in his 
Gospel, locates Jesus’ 
birth in a particular time 
and actual location. It 
was indeed a real histor-
ical event. Thus Christi-
anity is rooted deeply in 
reality.

We should set aside 
enough time for joyful 
pondering upon baby 
Jesus lying in the man-
ger. The presence of both 
shepherds and Magi vis-
iting the Holy Family 
there should not escape 
our attention. The first 
group received the great 
news from the angel 
about the birth of their 
Saviour. Let’s admire 
their belief in extraor-
dinary revelation. Their 
trip to Bethlehem was 
short, whereas the wise 
men from the East must 
have travelled a great 

distance. For some of us, 
Christmas is the time 
to deepen our faith, but 
for others it can be the 
beginning of a longer 
journey to discover or 
rediscover Christ who 
was born for everyone. It 
is our task to assist and 
support our brothers and 
sisters on their way to 
encountering the infinite 

love of God incarnated 
in tiny, helpless Jesus. 
We indeed need Christ 
during Christmas par ex-
cellence, and beyond as 
well.
Fr. Antoni Baranowski, 

S.J. 
Holy Cross Church, 

Wiikwemkoong
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT HOURS
TUES 12/23
WED 12/24
THURS 12/25
FRI 12/26
SAT 12/27
SUN 12/28
MON 12/29
TUE 12/30
WED 12/31
THUR 01/01

8AM-5PM
8AM-12PM
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
8AM-5PM
8AM-5PM
8AM-5PM
CLOSED

STORE HOURS
TUES 12/23
WED 12/24
THURS 12/25
FRI 12/26
SAT 12/27
SUN 12/28
MON 12/29
TUE 12/30
WED 12/31
THUR 01/01

8AM-6PM
8AM-5PM
CLOSED
9AM-5PM
9AM-5PM
9AM-5PM
8AM-6PM
8AM-6PM
8AM-5PM
CLOSED

(705) 869-3807 | www.canadiantire.ca
801 Centre St, Espanola, ON P5E 1N2

We wish you a 
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!

6187 HWY 542
MINDEMOYA

705-688-6328
www.manitoulin-meats.ca

Open daily from 9AM to 6PM
Fridays - 9AM to 8PM

Sundays - 11AM to 4PM
Closed early: 

December 24 & December 31 at 4PM
Closed:

December 25 & 26, 2025
January 1, 2026

Mike, Dawn and the team at
Manitowaning Freshmart wish everyone a

Merry Christmas &
Happy and Safe New Year!

HOLIDAY HOURS

Don’t let the preoccupations of the holidays take precedence

A Christmas Poem
(with reference to Isaiah 9)

“Unto us a child is born,”
Or will be born quite soon.
Our homes let us adorn,
And not be too forlorn,
But hum a joyful tune.

“To us is given a son,”
A gift to just receive,
Not deserved or won.
So there the shepherds run,
And risk their sheep to leave.

“His name shall be called”
Many things, good and bad.
As king he’d be installed, 
Before Pilate be hauled,
And leave his mother sad.

“There shall be endless peace,”
Hostility despite.
Even wars will cease,
On life there’s a new lease!
Not only on that night.

Fr. Paul Robson, S.J.
Holy Cross Church, Wiikwemkoong 



At this time of year, I enjoy looking at the colour-
ful lights and greenery, listening to the joyful 
music, tasting the delicious treats, and taking 

part in parties and gatherings. They are a feast for the 
senses, and a time to have fun just being together. Even 
more encouraging are the many ways in which people 
of all ages seek to be generous to their neighbours, par-
ticularly those in need of hope or practical help.

At the same time, I have learned to appreciate the si-
lence and darkness that seems to descend on us as the 
nights lengthen and the winter deepens. Our ways of 
celebrating this time of year, our holiday festivities, 
and the scriptures, prayers and carols in our Advent 
and Christmas services often point out the light shin-
ing in the darkness, Good coming down to us in order to 
bring wholeness and peace and salvation to the earth.  
But thinking about darkness and light, and good and 
evil, can be confusing.  We might begin to believe that 
good and evil are equal and opposite, fighting each oth-
er, a bit like the Jedi and the Sith Order are in the Star 
Wars stories. It is not so in the Christian faith. God’s 
goodness and grace are far greater than any evil.

Nevertheless, we are troubled and burdened by vari-

ous kinds of evil in the world, and by their effects on our-
selves and our neighbours. When I feel this heaviness 
and burden, I will often sing a hymn that reminds me of 
God’s goodness, truth, beauty and power. It is also good 
to read some scriptures aloud, especially in the Psalms. 
This is one example: “The one who dwells in the secret 
place of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 
Almighty. I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my for-
tress, my God, in whom I trust’ (Psalm 91:1-2). Another 
one I turn to is this one: ‘God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth gives way, though the mountains 
be moved into the heart of the sea (Psalm 46:1-2). I also 
sometimes imagine visiting the Holy Manger where the 
infant Jesus lay. We do not often think of a tiny Baby as 
being at the centre of a mighty divine purpose to rescue 
and renew the world.  This Baby grew up and taught his 
followers with wisdom: ‘I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world’ (John 16:33).

I extend my thanks to the people of this beautiful Is-
land for helping and encouraging me in many ways, as 

I live and minister here.  I wish you all a happy holiday 
season, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

 Rev. Catherine Hazlitt, Parish Priest 
Anglican Parish of  Manitoulin Island
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M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S 
&  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

 • Diagnostics • Tune-Ups
• Tires • Suspensions 

• Brakes • Exhaust • A/C 
• Batteries • Tire Storage

• Safety Inspections
• Wheel Alignments
• Self-Storage Units

Thank you to all our customers for their 
continuing patronage and support.

Joe & Kim Moor and staff

1428 Lakeshore Road
“On top of the hill” in Kagawong

705-282-CARS (2277)

Please remember: Don’t drive impaired.

On behalf of all the 
UCCM Anishnaabe Police Service,

may the spirit of the season 
surround you with peace and joy.

God is our refuge and our strength

Come to the stable again
“Behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 

will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10).”
So begins the angel’s startling proclamation to 

shepherds tending their flocks on the hills of Bethle-
hem… a proclamation that prompts an urgent search for 
a baby in a manger… a proclamation that announces the 
fulfillment of an ancient promise… a proclamation that 
fills the world with hope, peace, joy, and love, even today.

We know the Christmas story well, don’t we? It’s a sto-
ry we’ve heard – and we’ve told – for as long as we can 
remember. It’s a story of mystery and miracle, a story 
of star and stable, a story of love and life. It is a story of 
promise fulfilled and hope renewed, despite the most 
challenging of circumstances. And so we are drawn into 
the story, to touch – and to be touched by – God, all the 
while asking ourselves, “If God could be born in the mess-
iness of the stable, couldn’t God be born in the messiness 
of my life, too?”

Skeptics and critics may say that singing “Silent 
Night,” romanticizing the Holy Family with oohs and 
aahs, is nothing more than a sappy greeting card mo-
ment of escapism that ultimately makes no difference in 

the reality of our world. But the story of the angels sing-
ing and the shepherds telling and the magi searching is 
not a story of escapism. It is a story of survival. When we 
tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child, when we see 
God in human form lying in the manger, we’re hiding 
neither from the world’s pain nor from our own. Rather, 
we’re holding our present reality in one hand, and reach-
ing for new possibilities with the other… dreaming of a 
future filled with hope, peace, joy, and love. And from 
that dream we gather the wisdom and strength we need 
to compassionately and creatively work through today’s 
challenges.

So, as Christmas approaches, come to the stable again. 
Live into the story again. See the Christ Child again. And 
let your heart be warmed, encouraged, and transformed 
by the timeless hope-filled promise of His birth. 

On behalf of your friends and neighbours of the West-
ern Manitoulin Pastoral Charge, I wish you God’s peace 
and blessing this holiday season and beyond.

Rev. Janice Frame
Western Manitoulin Pa storal Charge

United Church of  Canada
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From all of us at...

4 Robinson Street, Little Current
705-368-2272 • www.cassondentistry.com

Visit us at any of our 3 locations:
in M’Chigeeng, Aundeck Omni Kaning,

or Wiikwemkoong

705-377-6244
Gift Certificates Available!

Wishing Everyone a
Safe and Happy Holiday Season

from all the staff!

Visit us at any of our 3 locations:
in M’Chigeeng, Aundeck Omni Kaning,

or Wiikwemkoong

705-377-6244
Gift Certificates Available!

Wishing Everyone a
Safe and Happy Holiday Season

from all the staff!

Visit us at any of our 3 locations:
in M’Chigeeng, Aundeck Omni Kaning,

or Wiikwemkoong

705-377-6244
Gift Certificates Available!

Wishing Everyone a
Safe and Happy Holiday Season

from all the staff!

Fake news vs. good news
“I’ve got good news and 

bad news, what would 
you like first?” I’m go-

ing to change that up 
slightly and say, I have 
fake news and good news 
– let’s start with the good! 

‘That night, in a field 
near Bethlehem, shep-
herds were watching over 
their flocks. Suddenly, an 
angel of the Lord appeared 
in radiant splendor before 
them, lighting up the field 
with the blazing glory of 
God, and the shepherds 
were terrified! But the 
angel reassured them, 

saying, “Don’t be afraid, 
for I have come to bring 
you good news, the most 
joyous news the world 
has ever heard! And it is 
for everyone everywhere! 
For today in Bethlehem a 
rescuer was born for you. 
He is the Lord Yahweh, 
the Messiah’ Luke 2:8-11. 

And now for the FAKE 
NEWS...

The fake news is the 
idea that Jesus – the Res-
cuer, the Messiah, the 
One announced in Luke 2 
as “good news of great joy 
for all people” — would 

ever harm innocent lives 
or stand on the side of 
cruelty. The fake news 
is the claim that the One 
who came to bind up the 
brokenhearted and set 
the captives free would 
somehow be interested 
in building empires, pro-
tecting wealth, or blessing 
systems that crush the 
vulnerable. The fake news 
suggests that Jesus would 
turn His face away from 
the poor, the refugee, the 
outsider, or the wound-
ed. It creates a Jesus who 
celebrates power instead 

of sacrifice, who chooses 
dominance over compas-
sion, who values comfort 
more than justice. 

It goes even further. 
The fake news tries to 
convince us that Je-
sus would justify mis-
treatment of people made 
in His very image. That 
He would support voices 
that demean, exclude, or 
silence. That He would 
applaud the strong while 
ignoring the weak. That 
He would silently ignore 
all the lies, racism and ha-
tred done in His name.

But deep down, 
most of us know 
this isn’t true. We know 
this is not the Jesus of the 
manger, the Jesus of the 
cross, or the Jesus of the 
resurrection. We know 
this is not the Jesus who 
touched lepers, wept with 

the grieving, fed the hun-
gry, and lifted the heads of 
those the world rejected. 
We know this is not the 
Jesus who said, “Come 
to me, all of you who are 
weary,” or the Jesus who 
laid down His life for His 
enemies.

The fake news tries to 
remake Jesus in our im-
age, to make Him look like 
us. The good news reveals 

Jesus as the One who 
came to help us look like 
Him... and that Jesus is 
still good news for all peo-
ple. The good news is that 
in our worst moments, in 
our pain or suffering, we 
are not alone – He is Em-
manuel – God with us. 

A very Merry Christ-
mas to you and yours! 

If this Christmas sea-
son, or any time of the 
year you need prayer 
support, don’t hesitate to 
call our 24/7 confidential 
prayer line (705-805-1715), 
where one of our prayer 
partners will be available 
to pray for you.

Rev. Ramona Jaggard,  
Manitoulin

Community Church, 
Tehkummah 

Simple gifts of kindness
Christmastime is filled with tradi-

tions. Although these traditions 
vary in scope and size based on 

family, culture and location, tradition 
brings us together as we unitedly cel-
ebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.

As we consider the eternal gifts that 
come from the Father and the Son, we 
may wonder how our own gifts we share 
this Christmas season can appropriate-
ly reflect our devotion and gratitude to 
Them. I declare that perhaps the most 
meaningful way to accomplish this wor-
thy endeavour is by giving simple gifts 

of kindness to those we love. As we fol-
low the Saviour’s example of kindness 
during this special season,  it can be done 
in many ways: service, charity, love, 
compassion and forgiveness. 

This Christmas mend a quarrel, write 
a letter, give a soft answer, apologize, 
forgive an enemy, be gentle, laugh a 
little more. Speak your love and then 
speak it again.

Enjoy this Season as we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

Edgar Sagle, Branch President
The Church of  Jesus Christ of  

Latter-Day Saints



Every December, the world slows down, if only 
for a moment, to remember a story that has been 
told for more than two thousand years. It’s a story 

filled with light, promise, and good news of great joy. Yet 
tucked within that familiar narrative are some unlikely 
figures whose courage, kindness, and obedience shaped 
the very first Christmas. This Advent season at Spring 
Bay Pentecostal Church, we’ve been exploring ‘The Un-
expected Heroes in the Christmas Story,’ and perhaps 
now more than ever, their stories speak to us.
   When we think of heroes, and we often picture the 
strong, the influential, or the powerful. But the Christ-
mas story flips that expectation on its head. Instead, God 
chooses ordinary people, individuals whose lives looked 
unremarkable from the outside, to play extraordinary 
roles in His plan.
   Take, for example, the innkeeper. He’s often portrayed 
as the one who didn’t make room, the man who turned 
Mary and Joseph away. But Scripture doesn’t paint him 
as harsh or unkind, only as someone who had no va-
cancy. Yet even in the fullness of his world, he offered 
what he could. Space in the stable. Sometimes being a 
hero simply means doing the best you can with what 
you have. His small act of hospitality became the setting 
where the Light of the World was born.
   Then there are the shepherds, the night-shift workers 
of the first century. They were among the lowest on the 
social ladder, not exactly the group you’d expect to re-
ceive an angelic choir. But God chose them first to hear 
the news that would change the world. They responded 
not with hesitation but with immediate joy, running to 
Bethlehem to witness the miracle. Their heroism wasn’t 
found in prestige but in their willingness to believe, to 
go, and to share what they had seen.
   We can’t forget Joseph, a quiet hero whose obedience 

protected and preserved the Holy Family. His bravery 
didn’t look like a battlefield, it looked like trust, trust in 
God, trust in the message delivered in a dream, trust in a 
future he couldn’t yet imagine. Mary, too, stands as one 
of the greatest unexpected heroes. A young woman from 
a small town, as she said yes to God with a faith that con-
tinues to inspire generations.
   The Christmas story reminds us that God does extraor-
dinary things through ordinary people. Heroes of faith 
rarely come with capes or titles. They come with open 
hearts and willing hands. And perhaps that’s the most 
hopeful part of the story. There is room for us, too.
This Christmas, maybe the challenge for each of us is 
to step into our own unexpected moments of heroism. 
Choosing generosity when the world feels stretched 
thin, choosing kindness when stress is high, choosing 
faith when the future feels uncertain, and choosing to 
make room for Christ in the chaos of our modern lives.

As we celebrate the season, may we be reminded that 
God still works through everyday people in everyday 
places. The same God who moved through a carpenter, 
a young woman, a group of shepherds, and a busy inn-
keeper continues to move through you.
   You’re invited to join us as we continue exploring these 
themes and celebrate the beauty of Christmas together. 
Spring Bay Pentecostal Church will hold its Christmas 
Eve Service on Wednesday, December 24 at 5 pm. It’s a 
warm, family-friendly gathering with carols, Scripture, 
and the story that continues to bring hope to our world.    
   We would love to welcome you. From our church fami-
ly to yours, may you experience peace, joy, and the won-
der of God’s presence this Christmas season.

Pastor Jamie Greenwood 
Spring Bay Pentecostal Church
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Wishing you 
and yours a 

Merry 
Christmas

From
Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation 

Chief, Council & sta�

If you love co�ee and tea, 
Loco Beanz is the place to be!

Little Current location: 7 Water Street East | 705-368-2261

The unexpected heroes of Christmas

The joy of Christmas 
opens our eyes

As Christmas Day approaches, St. Bernard’s Par-
ish, Little Current, and St. Gabriel Lalemant 
Parish, Birch Island, wish the whole communi-

ty of Manitoulin a season of joy and peace. 
On that night when the Son of God was born into 

the world, angels sang a glorious song to shepherds, a 
song of good news, that God the Creator of all has come 
to us, as one of us, to lead humanity out of our dark-
ness, and to make all things right. These shepherds 
were only a small few of the world’s oppressed peo-
ples, seemingly powerless in their poverty and weak-
ness. The good news of Christ’s birth was announced 
to these weary men, flooding their hearts with hope of 
God’s peace that had come. Such good news, that en-
tered the world in the birth of a baby! 

...continued on page 7
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Best wishes for a joyous Christmas
filled with love, happiness

and prosperity.
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Best wishes for the 
holiday season!

)rom tKe manaJement & staff oI

and a
Happy New Year

to All!

Merry Christmas

Best wishes �om
Sheshegwaning First Na�on 
Chief, Council and Sta�

...The joy of Christmas
Today, two millennia into the future, 

we still celebrate this wondrous coming 
of God-with-us, not as a distant memory, 
but as a thanksgiving, of the freedom, 
peace and justice the birth of this child 
has delivered, continues to bring forth, 
and promises to carry to completion. 
Our remembrance of the birth of Jesus 
continues to inspire hope within our 
own hearts, often weary from the sor-
rows, griefs, and fears of our lives. Don’t 
we know it? Yet even with the oppres-
sions that wear at us every day, Christ-
mas draws us out from the depths of our-
selves, drawing us to the manger, where 
we may gaze at the newborn child of 
God, pure love, pure light, with wonder, 
awe and heartfelt inspiration. The joy of 
Christmas opens our eyes and our hearts 
to the sorrows and needs of our human 
family all around us, those near and 

those far, here and now, and strengthens 
our faith and hope that we are not pow-
erless before the darkness. We can do 
something to stand up and act together 
as one, yet each in our own way, to bring 
more love into the world: love that is 
light in the darkness, love that ends war 
and hostility, love that feeds the hungry 
and heals the brokenhearted, love that 
brings true peace. Christmas joy is the 
faith and hope that God’s love is for all 
people across the whole world, and that 
freedom from fear and injustice is not 
just a possibility, but the promise of God 
our loving Creator. May our memories 
of Christmas past and our celebration of 
Christmas present evoke warm feelings 
of God’s love for each of us and inspire 
our faith in everyone’s innate Goodness 
as children of God. To each and all, we 
wish you a very Merry Christmas.

Father Gerry McDougall, SJ
St. Bernard’s Parish

...continued from page 7

All will be well
We often feel as 

though we live in 
a chaotic world 

of war, hunger, home-
lessness, corrupt power, 

unemployment. We feel 
all is not well. This is the 
world we live in as we 
approach the Advent/
Christmas season.  It is 

our tradition to light a 
candle each week of Ad-
vent as the days become 
shorter and darker in 
December to remind us a 

new light is about to ar-
rive once again that ALL 
WILL BE WELL.

We were assured that 
on the first week of Ad-
vent we could look for 
HOPE in our world. The 
prophet, Isaiah gave 
hope to the people of 
his day by sharing his 
vision of God’s realm. 
Where all nations turn 
their swords and spears 
into tools for growing 
foods that no one would 
be hungry again. Hear-
ing this offers us HOPE 
THAT ALL WILL BE 
WELL.

On the second week of 
Advent, we looked for-
ward to PEACE. True 
peace comes when we are 
in harmony with God, 
ourselves and our neigh-
bours. Jesus was called 
the Prince of Peace and 
came to show us how to 
live in this way of peace. 
We too dream of peace 
and harmony. We prayed 
for its coming in the gift 

of God’s son, Jesus this 
Christmas. We prayed 
for PEACE, THAT ALL 
WILL BE WELL.

The third week of Ad-
vent we emphasized 
JOY. It was a vision of 
justice. There will be 
no more fear or grief or 
sorrow. All creation will 
sing for Joy. We think of 
ourselves and many in 
our country who live in 
exile of unemployment, 
poverty, broken relation-
ships. As we journey to-
wards the gift of Christ-
mas, God shows us once 
again the road to healing 
and wholeness that JOY 
may flow throughout the 
world for all people. ALL 
IS WELL WHEN WE AC-
CEPT GOD’S GIFT OF 
JOY.

The fourth week of Ad-
vent we are reminded of 
the vision of SHALOM 
or LOVE. ‘God so loved 
the world that to us the 
Son was given.’ God 
came into the world in 

the gift of Jesus, God’s 
son. So too God comes to 
us in our lives if we are 
open to the Holy Spirit at 
work in us and the world. 
ALL IS WELL WITH THE 
GIFT OF GOD’S LOVE in 
the world.

The final stop is Beth-
lehem this Christmas. 
God’s Son has arrived. In 
joyous thanksgiving we 
acknowledge this divine 
gift of LOVE, this child 
so generously given to 
us that we might experi-
ence GOD WITH US. ALL 
WILL BE WELL IF WE 
ACCEPT THE GIFT OF 
GOD’S SON THAT GOD 
IS WITH US this Advent/
Christmas season and in 
the days ahead.

A d v e n t / C h r i s t m a s 
Blessings,

Rev Mary-Jo Tracy
Supervising Minister 

of  Lyons Memorial 
United Church, 

Gore Bay 



Dear reader,
Allow me to be-

gin with a note of 
thanks to the dedicated 
staff at The Expositor 
for their continued news 
coverage, as well as for 
the opportunity to share 
Christmas greetings on 
behalf of Freshwater 
Community Church. I 
continue to be impressed 
by the space offered by 
The Expositor’s editorial 
team for local ministers 
to share Christmas mes-
sages with their reader-
ship. Perhaps you find 
yourself wondering if 
this is merely a practice 
from a largely bygone 
era? A lingering tradi-
tion, but one that is tied 
to broader trends that 
are ultimately in decline? 
Or, could it be, that this 
is about the message that 
will forever stand at the 
heart of it all?

The Christmas story 
itself is about the re-
porting of good news. 
Luke the physician—af-
ter having done his own 
careful journalist work 
(cf. Luke 1:1–4)—records 
those fateful events in 
the opening pages of 
his Gospel. He reports 
the angel’s announce-
ment to the shepherds in 
Luke 2:10–11: “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause 
great joy for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been 

born to you; He is the 
Messiah, the Lord.”

While over two mil-
lennia have passed since 
that announcement, 
this Son of David is in 
the news again! Earlier 
this fall CTV news ran a 
morning segment enti-
tled “Why Gen Z is Lead-
ing a Religious Resur-
gence,” which you can 
view on YouTube. This 
segment reports that af-
ter decades of decline, 
the rate of religious at-
tendance in Canada has 
now leveled off. This de-
veloping trend has been 
led by Gen Z, those born 
between the years 1997 
and 2012, and dubbed 
by sociologist Jonathan 
Haidt as “the anxious 
generation.” It appears 

this generation is feeling 
most acutely the weight 
of the modern world that 
we all feel, and that this 
weight is driving them 
to search for deeper an-
swers. Is there more to 
life than this? Does God 
exist? And is there a pur-
pose for my life? 

We have witnessed 
seeds of this resurgence 
here on Manitoulin Is-
land, and I am delighted 
to share some good news 
with you. On Wednes-
day afternoons we have 
been running a youth 
after school program in 
partnership with Island 
Community Church 
(Kagawong) as well as 
Grace Bible Church 
(Little Current). Youth 
arrive as they are able 

after school, and spend 
the first two hours play-
ing volleyball, hanging 
out, or even catching up 
on some homework. We 
then share a meal togeth-
er and afterwards devote 
an hour to a time of learn-
ing and discussion. The 
openness to faith which 
our team is witnessing 
among this earlier gen-
eration is remarkable. 
The group is asking great 
questions, grappling se-
riously with Jesus Christ 
and His teachings, and 
supporting one another 

as a community. If you 
or someone you know is 
in Grades 6–12, you are 
warmly invited to join 
us. The group has paused 
for the Christmas break 
but will be starting up on 
Wednesday, January 7 
here at Freshwater Com-
munity Church. 

Of course, the good 
news of Christmas is not 
just for Generation Z! If 
you are interested in ex-
ploring the message of 
Christ, we’d love to have 
you join us for our elev-
en-week Alpha journey 

where we explore life’s 
biggest questions from 
a Christian perspec-
tive. Alpha begins on 
Thursday, February 5  at 
5:30pm and is open to all 
ages. Supper and child-
care will be provided. 

Wherever you find 
yourself this Christmas, 
may the good news of Je-
sus Christ be made more 
real to you this year.

Pastor Josh Wilhelm
Freshwater 

Community Church, 
Mindemoya 
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M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  t o  y o u  a n d  y o u r s  a n d  a l l  t h e  b e s t  i n  2 0 2 6 !
F r o m  t h e  Li t t l e  C u r r e n t  Li o n s  C l u b

The Little Current Lions Club would like to thank the community
for its continued support in our fundraising endeavours, 

including Catch the Ace.
We wish you all a safe and happy holiday and can’t wait to see you again.

TH A NK  Y OU
LI T T LE  CU R R E N T

CATCH 
theACE

Season’s Greetings
from Andrew and the Team

Regular Hours
Sunday to Saturday

8 am to 8 pm

Special Holiday Hours
Please plan your shopping accordingly for 

the upcoming holidays.
Date Hours

Christmas Eve 8 am - 5 pm
Christmas Day Closed
Boxing Day 9 am - 5 pm
New Year’s Eve 8 am - 5 pm
New Year’s Day Closed

11 Yonge St, Mindemoya

Christ is in the news again
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705-368-1799

Post Office • LCBO • 705-377-5734

From Rick, Wendy and Staff
Breakfast & lunch take-out available.

Merry Chistmas and 
Happy New Year!

WINTER HOURS:
MON-FRI: 7:30AM - 6PM
SAT: 8AM - 6PM
SUN: 10AM - 4PM

CLOSED:
DECEMBER 25, 26, 2025
AND JANUARY 1, 2026

(Starting Jaunary 4, Buie’s will be closed on 
Sundays until further notice)

Hwy 542, in Spring Bay

Wishing you a safe and 
happy holiday from the 

Wikwemikong Tribal 
Police Service

Opportunities abound at Christmas
As the days grow shorter, many of 

us find ourselves asking, ‘where 
has the year gone?’ It feels like 

time has rushed past, leaving little space 
to pause and appreciate the moments. 
The bright promise of spring and the 
warmth of summer have faded, and now 
we find ourselves in the darkest season 
of the year. For some, that darkness 
feels heavy—almost as if joy has been 
locked away.

But today, we stand on the threshold 
of Christmas. The Advent season calls 
us to prepare, to reflect, and to redis-
cover hope. Children open Advent cal-
endars with excitement, finding small 
surprises behind each door. New adult 
advent calendars have become avail-
able with soaps, charms or Lego. Their 
joy comes from anticipation. What if we 
approached each day the same way—ex-
pecting light, even in the midst of dark-

ness?
This season invites us to pause in-

tentionally. The opportunities are all 
around each of us. Whether it’s during 
a carol, a holiday movie, recital or 
while crossing something off our to-do 
list, each moment can be a doorway to 
light. And as we open those doors, the 
light grows—until it reveals the great-
est gift of all: the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the source of peace and hope for a weary 
world.

May this Christmas be a time when we 
choose to seek that light, share it with 
others, and let it fill our hearts with 
joy. The Providence Bay Community of 
Christ congregation wishes everyone a 
peaceful and joyous season. 

Elder Dawn Dawson
Providence Bay 

Community of  Christ

Letters to Santa
Dear Santa,
My name is Ben Maheux I am 5 years 

old. I have been good. I want a yellow 
fury toy please.

I love you Santa
Love,
Ben

Dear Santa,
How is the North Pole? I would like a 

toy BBQ and a unicorn stuffy and pre-
tend food. Can you bring my baby broth-
er some baby food to make him smile? 

Love,
Ella, Age 4
Mindemoya

Dear Santa, 
My name is Patience Debassige and I 

am 6 years old. I have been a very good 
girl this year for both my mom and dad.

And I have been a really good student 
at Lakeview School; I’m in grade 1 this 
year. I hope you and the reindeers, and 
the elves are doing good this year Santa.

For Christmas this year I am asking 
you for a Bowie Character Smitten kit-
ten, a pink Kenetic Sand set that smells 
like fruit. I was also wondering if you 
can get me my own kitty. Perfable a 
white one. I have been practicing my 
mommy skills and taking care of my 

...continued on next page



cats at dad’s place, and I think I’m ready 
for a real kitty.

And also a stuffie of a star with a smile, 
also I would like a pack of Yum Yum toys. 
A K Pop Demon Hunter Plushie (Room-
ie) and maybe a couple other characters 
if you are able to.

Also one La Boo Boo Mystery Surprise 
please. A superslide and a Slime Kit.

Thank you.
We will make sure we leave you milk 

and cookies and leave carrots for the 
reindeer.

Love Patience
M’Chigeeng

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs. Claus? I hope 

the reindeer and elves are doing well.
I am very excited for Christmas. Mom-

my and I have our Christmas tree up. 
It’s my kitty Mac’s first Christmas so we 
have to keep him out of the tree. Could 
you please bring him a little something?

For Christmas this year I would like a 
real oven so I can make yummy things.

Thank you for the presents last year. I 
wish you safe travels this Christmas!

I will leave you some milk and cookies.
With love,
Julia McCutcheon-Case
Sheguiandah
Age 4

Dear Santa,
This year is my firs Christmas! I am 6 

½ months old. I really like Bluey. This 
year I would really like some new toys. 
I just experienced snow today for the 
first time, and I really liked it, maybe a 
sleigh too for going for walks with my 
dog Doug.

Sincerely,
Aria
Little Current

Dear Santa,
I want a watch and a morcre
To: Santa 
From Scarlett
Little Current

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I want a deer stuffie 

and a Santa stuffie.  I’d also like a con-
trol car, pretend phone. I would also like 
new onsies a bluey market spiderman 
PJs, airplane toy a bending pen, an eden 
wig. I would also like anything saharina 
carpenter and a rumi wig and costume a 
wallet, pencil crayons and I would also 
like a fish.

Greyson
Little Current

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year I would like a 

laseh sword, a skeleton ring claw xx spot 
insanity blaster, toy nepins toy tevolvet

Sincerely,
From Barid

Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas I would like a 

camo fishing rod, some tackle and may-
be a tackle box. I can’t wait to go fishing 
with my Daddy.

Merry Christmas!

Love Maxwell Bowerman
Tehkummah

Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas I would like 

my own flower garden toy and some oth-
er building games. You should see my 
tall towers. 

Merry Christmas!
Love Lyla Bowerman
Tehkummah

Dear Santa,
My name is Aliyah, I’m 6 years old. My 

brother Ryan is 4 years old. We’ve been 
really good.

 I would like furleys and legos. Ryan 
wants legos and a car like Grannie Wau-

nita so we can go to Manitoulin and visit 
relatives. He will settle for Hot Wheels 
till hes older.

Please bring something special for 
Mom and Dad.

Remember our grandparents too.
We will leave out some treats for you 

and your reindeer.
Thanks Santa
Love,
Aliyah, Ryan Kelly
Sarnia, Ontario

Dear Santa,
My name is Jay. I’m 5 years old. My 

brothers and I have been really good. I 
would like a slime kit. Brother Nash is 

SANTA CLAUS BOOK 2025 • PAGE 11

We would like to thank our hardworking sta� and our dedicated 
customers for another wonderful year!

For the first time in two years, we were able to re-open seven days 
a week, with just enough employees to get by. They sacrificed their 

guaranteed time o� and worked extensively to allow us to open our doors 
two more days of the week. 

With that, we will be closed for the month of January. Our sta� deserves time 
o� to reset, take a vacation, spend time with family and rest.

Small family-owned and operated businesses are becoming smaller and 
fewer, we are so fortunate to have such a devoted team and customer base. 
We love what we do and we hope everyone continues to prioritize local 
businesses that are sustained through community.

 We look forward to coming back in the New Year well-rested and ready 
to start  2026 at The Anchor with a bang! Thank you for your continued 
support, we could not do this without our loyal customers.

 We look forward to coming back in the New Year well-rested and ready 
to start  2026 at The Anchor with a bang! Thank you for your continued 

Happy Holidays!
 From Denise, Chris & the 

Anchor team!

CHRISTMAS  SHOPPING 
BARGAINS

(705)669-9208 | 9685 Highway 6 Little Current 

throughout our giant store

COME ‘SHEG’ A DEAL!

FALL/WINTER HOURS:
Wednesday to Saturday: 10AM-4PM

Letters to Santa
...continued from previous page

...continued on page 14



John-Ren also describes 
his homeland’s Christmas 
traditions as a vibrant mix 
of faith, family and festiv-
ity, kicking off as early as 
September with the “ber” 
months. One of his favou-
rite Christmas gifts as a 
child was receiving one of 
the iconic star-shaped lan-
terns called Parols, along 
with festive carolling, the 
aforementioned elaborate 
Noche Buena feasts with 
foods like bibingka, but 
also honouring godpar-
ents (ninongs/ninangs) 
and the exchanging gifts 
through Monito Monita (a 
Filipino version of Secret 
Santa).

John-Ren also looked 
forward to receiving a 
special moon-themed 
decoration each year. 
“I’m getting my favorite 
Christmas house deco-
ration because I love the 
moon so something, so I 
look forward to receiv-
ing something connected 
with the moon.”

John-Ren’s Christmas 
message to Manitoulin 
Island is that “whatever 
you are, wherever you 

are, or the things that you 
are experiencing right 
now, be kind to people, 
because you never know 
what they are experienc-
ing,” he said. “So, just be 
kind and give a smile to 
everybody, that can make 
a difference to the people 
you meet.”

“Spread kindness,” said 
Christopher, whose mes-
sage to the Island com-

munity is almost word-
for-word the same as that 
of John-Ren. “That is 
the most important. You 
don’t know what the per-
son is going through in 
life.” “Kindness and gen-
erosity,” agreed Sophia. 
“In the Filipino commu-
nity we do that a lot. So, 
whenever someone is new 
here, so someone is rec-
ommending something, if 

we’re helping find them 
somewhere to stay for 
accommodation or some-
thing and/or we can stay 
by them, because some-
times, coming here alone, 
they need company.”

“Someone to guide 
you; it’s important,” said 
Christopher.

Perhaps the most recogniz-
able Filipino Christmas food 
is bibingka. If you’re looking 
for Christmas breakfast ideas, 
this is a great dish to try be-
cause the sweet treat is often 
enjoyed for breakfast instead of 
as a dessert.

Batter:
1 cup rice flour
¼ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup sugar
¾ cup fresh milk
¼ cup water
2 teaspoons baking powder
¼ teaspoon salt
4 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 egg

Toppings:
grated cheese
grated coconut
1 salted egg - cut into 8 to 12 

thin slices
butter - melted at room tem-

perature for brushing

Cut circles from the banana 
leaves for lining the pans. It 
should be double the size in di-
ameter of the pans/molds or 
enough to cover the bottom and 
sides with a bit of excess as they 
tend to shrink when heated. Cut 
another batch of banana leaves 
for the top cover. Rinse and 

pat dry the banana leaves. Run 
each leaf quickly over the fire to 
make them limb and pliable.

Line the pans/molds with 
banana leaves and brush them 
with butter. Set aside.

Combine all the ingredients 
for the batter in a bowl and mix 
well with a spoon or whisk until 
mixture becomes smooth. The 
batter should normally be run-
ny.

Divide the mixture into the 
pans/molds. Be sure not to fill 
more than half of each pan/
mold with the mixture as it 
will rise while baking. Add 
2-3 slices of salted egg on each. 
Arrange them on the baking 
sheet and bake at 200°C/390°F 
in the middle rack for 10 min-
utes. Remove the sheet from the 
oven. Place prepared banana 
sheets brushed with butter on 
top of each pan/mold with the 
buttered part facing down. Put 
them back in the oven but this 
time on the top rack. If using a 
gas oven, turn on the top heat 
(grill/broil function). Bake for 
another 5 minutes or until nice-
ly charred.

Once done, remove from oven 
and brush each Bibingka with 
butter. Then top them with grat-
ed cheese and grated coconut. 
Serve while warm!

by Michael Erskine
MANITOULIN—For sev-
eral years the Canadian 
economy has been the 
beneficiary of many tem-
porary foreign workers 
who have filled positions 
that have been difficult 
to fill, especially in the 
hospitality and helping 
industries. Many of these 
workers have come from 
the Philippines and, with 
the Christmas season fast 
upon us, The Expositor 
dropped in on a few of 
these remarkable people 
to learn more about the 
Christmas traditions in 
their homeland.

We began our journey 
of cultural discovery at 
the Tim Hortons outlet 
in Little Current, where 
we sat down with Sophia, 
Christopher and Ben.

“All the families are 
there,” said Sophie, “We 
celebrate with our extend-
ed families. It’s like a re-
union every Christmas.”

“In all our culture, 
we celebrate Christ-
mas, very early,” 
shared Christopher. 
“Like, in September.”
“We decorate and then 
we play Christmas music 
at that time starting in 
September,” said Sophia, 
“while we decorate all our 
houses.”

“We noticed that here 
in Canada you celebrate 
after Remembrance Day,” 
noted Christopher. 

Many of the cultural 
Christmas practices cen-
tre on the religious as-
pects of Christmas, noted 
each of the people The 
Expositor interviewed. 
Particularly striking is 
the tradition of Simbang 
Gabi (or more playfully, 
Misa de Gallo, aka Roost-
er’s Mass), where many 
Filipinos attend a series 
of nine masses in the ear-
ly morning hours leading 
up to Christmas, with the 
masses taking part well 

before the sun comes up. 
The main language in the 
Philippines is Tagalog—
although there are a host 
of other languages and 
dialects throughout the 
country.

Roman Catholicism is 
the dominant religion in 
the Philippines, with over 
80 percent identifying as 
Catholic and some nine 
percent other denomina-
tions—making the Philip-
pines the only country in 
Asia where Christianity 
reigns, the closest second, 
at around 10 percent are 
Muslims.

“We have the dawn 
masses,” said Sophia, “it 
starts on December 16, 
and it ends on the eve 
of December 25, so it’s 
like, a Novena mass for 
Roman Catholics,” said 
Sophia. “So, we do it ear-
ly at around four o’clock 

in the morning.” “Yeah, 
before the sun comes up, 
yes,” agreed Christopher. 

There is a special motive 
for the early morning de-
votions, however.

“If you attend all of 
them, you get a special 
wish,” noted Ben. “Be-
cause you did a Novena, 
you did a sacrifice or 
something, your wish 
comes true.”

Food, like in most cul-
tures, plays a central role 
in Philippine Christmas 
traditions—with a bit of a 
surprising twist. 

“We usually prepare 
spaghetti,” said Chris-
topher (sweet Filipino 
spaghetti is a big favou-
rite with many people). 
“Sweets, a lot of sweet 
rice cakes (bibingka and 
puto bumbong), salads, 
fruit salads and all,” said 
Sophia. But Christopher’s 
favourite is the roast 
beef.”

“I like the sweet ones, 
like coconut salad,” said 

Sophia, “Oh yeah, yeah, 
coconut is really good,” 
agrees Christopher.

Bibingka and puto bum-
bong can usually be found 
at street vendor stalls 
throughout the nine-day 
Noche Buena feast days 
Noche Buena.

Much like Quebecois 
traditions (and most 
Francophone Canadians) 

Filipinos tend to do their 
gift exchange and main 
Christmas dinner on 
Christmas Eve.

Sophia, Christopher 
and Ben have been in 
Canada for four years 
now. The past year has 
been challenging for Ben, 
as his wife and children 
were with him in Canada 
for the first three years. 
Then the temporary for-
eign worker program 
rules changed about a 
year ago and his family 
had to return to the Phil-
ippines. He is hoping his 
new application will en-
able them to come to Can-
ada once more.

Among the strictures 
with the program are also 
that the workers on per-
mit must stay working at 
the same employer. “So, 

we have to work only one 
to one employer,” noted 
Christopher.

Manitoulin Centennial 
Manor personal support 
worker John-Ren has 
been in Canada for around 
two years. He does have 
family here, “cousins and 
an uncle in Edmonton, Al-
berta,” he said. More than 
a bit of a jaunt to go visit.

Filipino temporary workers Sophia and Christopher at Tim Hortons in Little Current, where they 
work.

photos by Michael Erskine
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Ben takes a moment out from serving customers at the Little 
Current Tim Hortons outlet to chat about Christmas traditions.

Bibingka is a favourite Christmas recipe from the Philippines

Island Filipino temporary workers share their favourite Christmas traditions from home

This delicious traditional Filipino dish is a must for any Philippine Christmas celebration.
Shutterstock

Street vendors sell special Christmas treats throughout the nine 
days of Noche Buena feast days.

Shutterstock

You cannot make bibingka without 
making another iconic Filipino Christ-
mas food called puto bumbong. This 
dessert is easily recognizable thanks 
to its bright purple colour.

More traditional versions of this des-
sert are made with pirurutong (black 
rice), but the purple version has be-
come the most common variety. This 
sweet treat features sticky rice cake 
that has been stuffed into bamboo 
tubes and steamed.

Once cooked, it’s usually topped 
with melted butter, sugar and grated 
coconut. This is another of the Filipino 
desserts that may also be topped with 
grated cheese.

For the puto bumbong:
1 cup glutinous rice flour
6 tablespoons water
¼ teaspoon violet liquid food colour 
or ube flavouring
Aluminum foil cut into small 
rectangular shapes (approx. 
4 inches long).

For the Toppings:
Butter or margarine for brushing
½ cup freshly grated coconut or 
desiccated coconut
3 tablespoons brown or 
muscovado sugar
Grated cheese (optional)

Instructions:
Prepare the mixture: In a bowl, com-

bine the glutinous rice flour, water, 
and food colouring. Mix well with a 
spoon, then use your hands to break up 
any clumps until the mixture resem-
bles a sandy or coarse grain texture.

Shape the foil molds: Brush the in-
side of your cut aluminum foil pieces 
generously with butter or margarine. 
Shape each piece of foil into a long, 
thin log or container.

Fill and seal: Fill each shaped foil 
container with the rice mixture. Gen-
tly press down the mixture to form a 
log shape, but do not compress it too 
tightly, as steam needs to pass through.

Steam: Heat your steamer until the 
water is boiling rapidly. Place the 
wrapped puto bumbong logs into the 
steamer.

Cook: Steam for approximately 10 to 
15 minutes, or until cooked through 
and firm.

Unwrap and top: Turn off the heat 
and let the logs cool slightly. Careful-
ly unwrap the puto bumbong from the 
foil and arrange on a plate or banana 
leaf.

Finish and serve: Brush the top and 
sides of each puto bumbong with more 
butter or margarine. Top with the grat-
ed coconut, brown sugar, and grated 
cheese if desired.

Serve immediately and enjoy this 
traditional Filipino treat!

Manitoulin Centennial Manor personal support worker John-Ren is over the moon when he 
receives a “moon-themed” decoration at Christmas.

photo by Michael Erskine

Filipino Catholic devotees dance and perform in the Annual Feast of the Child Jjesus or Sinulog Santo Nino Parade in Cebu City, Philippines. The Philippines is a very 
religious country, with nearly 80 percent being Roman Catholic and nearly another 10 percent other Christian denominations.

Shutterstock

A young Filipino mom prepares sweet speggetti forone of her 
IDPLO\·V�&KULVWPDV�IHDVWV�

Shutterstock

Parols are a popular Christmas 
decoration.

The perfect complement for bibingka is puto bumbong

Puto bumbong can be recognized by its distinctive bright purple colour. A sweet treat, these delectible 
Christmas munchies can also be made more traditionally with black rice.

Shutterstock
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Har-Cor
G r e e n h o u s e

Come visit our greenhouses in the spring!
Green Bay, ON   705-368-1168

Greetings from Dave, Cheryl, Jonathan, 
Megan, Rachael and Logan

Santa called us up to say, 
his entourage is on the way.

Led by heartfelt thanks 
and best wishes, too, 

from all of us, to all of you!

Letters to SantaFrom all of us at Manitoulin Family Resources

May your Christmas be

Wishing you peace and happiness this holiday season

4 years old and wants a transformer, 
brother Hudson is 2 years old and wants 
playdough, brother Brooks is 1 years old 
and wants a truck like Grandpa Robert. 
He will settle for a toy one for now.

Please bring something special for our 
Mom and Dad. Don’t forget our grand-
parents too.

We will leave some treats out for you 
and your reindeer.

Thanks Santa
Love
Jay, Nash, Hudson, Brooks 
Lamontagne
Espanola, Ontario

Dear Santa,
My name is Katie, I am 8 years old. 

This year I have been, I tried my best. 
For Christmas I would like a puppy, 
puppy food, a cute lamp and it wil be a 
Dream palz.

Merry Christmas
Katie
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Elise. I am 8 years old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-
mas I would like Barbie stuff, art sup-
plies, slime, 5x of fake nails miny brand.

Thank you Santa!
From Elise 
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Lillian Bucknell. I love 

you Santa for bring us presents last 
year! And this year. I am 8 years old. I 
live in A.O.K. This year I have been nice 
(but kinda Naughty.

Thank you for the presents you brough 
me last Year!

This year I would like to have: nail set, 
Robux card, mini hockey stick, Labubu, 
Water botel, Dundy’s world plushies, 
Dundy’s world poster, cousins neakless, 
Tablet, Iphone pro max, Dandy’s world 
coloring book, Hair set, coloring set, sck-
etch book, millian dollars.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend, 
Lillian Buscknell
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Hazel. I am 8 years old. I 

live in A.O.K.A. This year I have been 
nice.

Thank you for the presents you 
brought me lst year! I love you for pres-
ents and worm hugs. This year I would 
like to have Labubu, cousins bracelets, 2 
moth squishy, curling book.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend,
Hazel Inny
AOK

Dear Santa,
How are you? I like to paint. Do you? 

For Christmas, I would like a dolly.
Love, Sophie Harfield
Sheguiandah
Age 2.5

Dear Santa,
I hope you’re having fun at the North 

Pole! I would really like an orange ball 
for Christmas. Could I also please have a 
candy cane and a big bear that talks and 
beeps?

Love, Henry Harfield
Sheguiandah
Age 4

Dear Santa,
My name is Chelsea, I am 9 years old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-
mas I would like a hamster, hamster 
cage, hamster pool, hamster toys, ham-
ster balls.

Thank you, Santa, 
Chelsea
AOK

...continued from page 11

...continued on next page



Dear Santa,
My name is Sydney Esquimamaux, I 

am 10 years old. This year I have been 
nice. For Christmas I would like a miffy, 
Halo kitty, jewelery, hygiene stuff, pjs, 
candle, a blanckiyt lip bom, and tackies 
pies.

Thank you Santa!
Sydney.E ty
AOK
Dear Santa,
My name is Blossom I am 10 years old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-
mas I would like a blanket, candle, lip 
gloss, phone case, big stuffy.

Thank you Santa!
From Blossom
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Jill Secord. I am 11 years 

old. This year I have been nice. For 
Christmas I would like slime, O.M.G. 
Doll, art supplies, air dry clay, new 
markers.

Thank you Santa!
From Jill Secord
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Kaylan. I am 12 years old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-
mas I would like new xbox controller, 
new headsets, xbox gift controls, new 
hockey pucks, reces peanut butter cups.

Thank ou Santa!
From Kaylan
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Gabby and I am 11 years 

old. This year I have been very good. For 
Christmas, please bring me LOL dolls, 
stray kid stuff, dolls, stray kids blanket

Thank you so much
Gabby, AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Robin. I am 28 years old. 

This year I have been naughty (I can ex-
plain!) For Christmas I would like case 
of Busch Ice Nintendo Switch 2, Mango 
Vape, La Melodie Perfume and $20. 

Thank you Santa!
From Robin
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Carrie AKA career. I am 38 

years old. This year I have been naughty 
(I can explain) and nice. For Chritmas I 
would like World peace, no more drug, 
no more alcohole, love and a puppy.

Thank you Santa!
From Carrie
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Taylor Goodfellow. I am 

17 years old. This year I have been nice. 
For Christmas I would like money, Fer-
rero Rocher Chocolate, hair accessories, 
makeup brushes, jewelry.

Thank you Santa!
From Taylor Goodfellow
AOK

Dear Santa, 
My name is Nyaeli Abotossaway. I am 

18 years old. IThis year I have been nice. 
For Christmas I would like money, Fer-
rero Rocher Chocolate, hair accessories, 
make up brushes, jewelry.

Thank you Santa!
From Nyaeli, AOK

Dear Santa
My name is Mandy M. Madahbee. I am 

15 years old. This year I have been good, 
I tried my best, naughty. For Christmas I 
would like a pretty glass doll.

Merry Christmas
Mandy
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Ava. I am 12 year old. I live 

in A.O.K. This year I been nice. Thank 
you for the presents you brought me last 
year! This year I would like to have ugg’s 
(any kinds) new perfume, Addidas shoes, 
Nike Sweaters, more joggers.

Merry Christmas!
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Happy Holidays
From your neighbourhood grocer!

December 24, Christmas Eve
• 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

December 25, Christmas Day
• Closed

December 26, Boxing Day
• Closed

December 31, New Year’s Eve
• 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

January 1, New Year’s Day
• Closed

HOLIDAY HOURS40 Meredith St,
Little Current

May you enjoy a glad and 
glorious Yuletide season.

We have truly valued 
your kind support this year.

Thank you from all of us.

Letters to Santa
...continued from previous page

...continued on next page



Love from your friend Ava
AOK

Dear Santa, 
I’ve been trying really hard to be 

good this year. There have been lots of 
changes and I’m still learning to adjust. 
I try my best to help my mom, be a good 
friend, and take care of my puppy.

For Christmas, could I please have 
a clock rug so I can do stretches like 
Loonette on Big Comfy Couch?

Boop your reindeer on the nose for me.
Your good friend, 
Casey-Jo
Gore Bay
Age 4

Dear Santa,
My name is Anthony M. I am 13 years 

old. This year I have been nice. For 
Christmas I would like DVD the bad 
guys 2, Lilo and stich 2025 DVD. Caroon 
network.

Thank you Santa!
From Anthony M. Madahee
AOK

Dear Santa, 
My name is Tashina I am 38 years old. 

This year I have been good, I tried my 
best and naughty. For Christmas I would 
like everyone to get what they want/de-
serve. A friend for my monkey, my baby 
girl to be a happy, happiness, peace, ev-
eryone to get along, a white Christmas 

and a beautiful 2026!
Tashina
AOK

Dear Santa, 
My name is Fran and I am 55 years old. 

This year I have been not so good at time. 
For Christmas, please bring me some 
new markers and coloured pens.

Thank you so much
Fran
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Meadow, I am 5 years old. 

This year I have good. For Christmas I 
would like LOL Dolls Biig dollhouse and 
furniture bunkbed Dreamhouse Barbie 
lunch box backpack Polly Pockets LOL 
Mermaid dolls LOL camper and barbie 
Barbies Playdoh set Gabby Dollyhouse 
people.

Merry Christmas
Meadow, AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Gemma I am 5 years old. 

This year I have good and I tried my best. 
For Christmas I would like LOL Dolls 
Mermaid Miss Sel Polly Pocket, Barbies, 
New lunch kit, backpack Barbie Camper 
Gabby dollhouse stuff New water Bottle.

Merry Christmas
Gemma
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Charlie Wright I am 5 

years old. This year I have been good. 
For Christmas I would like anything Mi-
necraft anything super marie mincraft 
magnetic blocks kpop toys lego toys

Merry Christmas
Charlie
AOK

Sear Santa!
My name is Parker Wright. I am 7 

years old. I live in Aundeck OmniKning. 
This year I been nice. Thank you for the 
presents you brought me last year! This 
year I would like to have anything Clif-
ford the Big Red Dog. Toys that link, con-
nect together and sensory toys.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend Parker
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Tori McGraw. I am 5 years 

old. I live in Little Current. This year I 
have nice. Thank you for the presents 
you brought me last year! This year I 
would like to have a Baby Shark toy Pet-
shop and ball Baby dolls.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend, 
Tori
Little Current
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Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year

From Moore’s Towing
Wishing you all the best in the new year!

Moore’s 24HR 
Towing & Recovery
Ron Vanraes - Owner/Operator

Best rates on the Island!

705-282-4701

Serving all of Manitoulin

PDG

Serving all of Manitoulin

THE FISH STORE  
54 Vankoughnet St E, Little Current 705-368-3755

Happy Holidays! 
Wishing you a 

wonderful 
New Year!

Merry 
Christmas

and 

Happy
New Year

from
Bertha Leeson &

Elliot Lake Monuments
Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas and
Peaceful 2026.

Thank you, chi-miigwetch, 
for your generous patronage.

leesonbertha@gmail.com • (705)822-7706

Letters to Santa
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Dear Santa,
My name is Lerorne and I am 6 years 

old. This year I have been very good 
and not so good at times. For Christmas 
please bring me toes.

Thank you so much
Lerorne
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Hudson Gibson. I am 6 

years old. I live in AOK. This year I have 
been nice. Thank you for the presents 
you brought me last year! This year I 
would like to have monster trucks. Nin-
tendo switch. Lego. Motorbike I can ride 
on.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend, Hudson
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Roane and I am 6 years 

old. This year I have been very good. For 
Christms please bring me transformer 
figure, 6/7 plushie and a shark plushie. 
My brother Kaiden wants a bus,

Thanks so much, Roane
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Kayliana. I am 1 years old. 

This year I have been mostly naughty. 
For Christmas I would like Baby Doll 
and stroller shape sorter, anything that 
lights up and plays music, laugh and 
learn DJ table, bath toys.

Thank you Santa!
From Kayliana
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Haysen. I am 1 years old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-
mas I would like Paw Patrol cars, Nikes, 
stuffies, candy.

Thank you Santa!
From Haysen
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Simon I am 3 years old. 

This year I have been naughty and nice. 
For Christmas I would like Paw Patrol 
toys trucks hot wheels

Thank you Santa!
From Simon
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Danice. I am 12 years old. 

I live in 90 Virgina cressent. This year I 
have been nice. Thank you for the pres-
ents you brought me last year! This year 
I would like to have a brand-new speak-
er.

Merry Christmas!
Love from your friend Danice
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Ophelia I am 5 year old. 

This year I have been nice. For Christ-

mas I would like Mooshroom (Minecra-
dt) Penguin Stuffie with hat a cookie 
Flowmoo (cow with flowers on their 
back) Lego’s (big) purple set Unicorn 
keychain. Thank you Santa!

From Ophelia Witter
AOK

Dear Santa,
My name is Freya, and I am 8 years old. 

This year I have been very good and not 
so good at times. For Christmas please 
bring me airi puppy/ or fufu squishy/ 
animal a adopt me stuffy/ a cute dog 
doll/ a doll house, a faba squishy/ a mag-
ic mixya/adopt me fingerling a my sugar 
fiend/busciy a robot vacuum/ a cute doll 
like a kimmon.

Thank you so much, Freya 
AOK

Dear Santa my name is John Esquim-
aux,

I am 43 years old. This year I have been 
trying my best For Christmas I would 
like, My kids to be happy, healthy food, 
new location, a safe family, my mom to 
be cancer free, chief and counsel to be 
happy, live healthy. 

Love Mandy Rocks

Dear Santa, 
My name is Skyanna, I am 11 years old. 

This year I have been naughty and nice. 
For Christmas I would like, blue bear, 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
May your Ch�stmas be safe , ha�y and fu� of g	d wi�.

On behalf of Council, 
we would like to take 

this opportunity to wish 
Manitoulin Island a 

happy holiday season 
and we thank you for 
the compassion and 
community spirit you 
have shown in 2025.

TOWNSHIP OF ASSIGINACK

Letters to Santa
...continued from previous page
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blanket, sentinalls hoodie, jolly ranch-
ers.

Thank you, 
Skyanna Behm
AOK

My name is Parker, I am 6 years old. 
My favorite color is green. My favorite 
food is pizza. My favorite pet is cats & 
dogs.

For Christmas I would like, tools, 
markers, hula hoops.

With love, Parker

Dear Santa, my name is Kaideh, I am 9 
years old. My favorite color is green. My 
favorite food is waffles. My favorite pet 
is a budgie.

For Christmas I would like a tracer, 
etch a sketch, camera and fidget toys, 

With love, Kaideh

Dear Santa,
It’s me Hunter! I’m almost 4, thank you 

for having breakfast with me at church 
that was very special to me. Shark the elf 
says I’m being a very good boy and he is 
very happy to watch me grow each day! 
All I want for Christmas this year is my 
cousin Brantley to have a sleepover with 
me and some Mario toys to play with! 
Mommy and daddy said we are going to 

bake you some cookies so I hope you like 
them.

Love you always, Hunter 
Age 3, Little Current

Dear Santa,
My name is Vienna. This is my very 

first Christmas. I don’t quite under-
stand it yet, but I enjoy seeing all the 
lights and decorations. People keep 
asking my parents what I want for 
Christmas from Santa, but all I know 
is that I like to chew on everything. 
I’m experiencing what they call “teeth-
ing.” I have a lot of stuff to chew on and 
a lot of clothes and toys to play with. 
If there’s one thing I could have for 
Christmas, Santa, it’s that my legs will 
help me crawl. You see, I have these two 
big, fluffy dogs that roam around my 
house, and I just want to see who can ac-
tually move faster. I’m pretty sure that 
I would beat them in a race, you should 
see how good I am at kicking and jump-
ing. Anyway, I know there’s a song about 
wanting your two front teeth for Christ-
mas, but don’t worry, Santa, I already got 
that covered. Merry Christmas, Santa.

Dear Santa,
I have bin good ol year.
1. Mini vrsien of my dads truck
2. toy servie truck
3. Bean Bag chair
I would like these for presents
From,
Brian Egan, Age 7

Dear Santa,
My name is Ayda. I am 5 years old. 

This year I have been nice.
For Christmas I would like: a dol, mir-

ror, new bedding, walkie talkie and elf 
ears.

Thank you Santa!
From Ayda, Sheguiandah

Dear Santa,
My name is Everlee. I am 3 years old. 

This year I have been nice.
For Christmas I would like: presents, 

baby doll, brap brap (snowmachine), 
Gabby Dollhouse toys, craft stuff.

Thank you Santa!
From, Everlee

Dear Santa,
My name is Maurika and I’m 9 years 

old and can I have all the bubble skin 
care and can I have iPhone 17 with a 
phone case and some hed phones and a 
ice cream shop that is woodin and a Le-
mieux pony with all the accessories that 
I wanted and the pelcon.

Thank you,
Maurika

Dear Santa,
Good morning. I’ve been struggling 

with the lack of nail polish and remover. 
I’ve been adding nail polish to my cur-
rent painted naiks as I don’t have remov-
er. When it’s nail painting day it’s a diffi-
cult time getting it off so what I’m asking 
for is nail polish ex. light pink, beige, 
light baby blue and nail polish remover.

Thank you Santa,
Joyce Martens
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa,
Merry Christmas to you. I don’t have 

Christmas spirit this year, but nothing 
would be better than getting homemade 
cookies.

Edna Wright
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay
PS: Gingerbread cookies

Dear Santa,
I love Christmas. My favourite is hav-

ing turkey dinner. I enjoy receiving new 
clothes for Christmas. I love seeing the 
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SEASONS GREETINGS
FROM THE TEAM AT

HOME HEATING/FURNACE OIL 

DIESEL FUEL 

GASOLINE

AUTO/INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS

If you have any questions, or would like to arrange delivery, 
PLEASE CALL 705-368-2640 OR 1-800-361-0015

Our service is second to none!

Let our dedicated New North team 
look after all your fuel needs. 

We offer automatic delivery
and seniors’ discounts!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
From Your Independent Grocer in Gore Bay

Date Hours
Christmas Eve 8 - 5 pm
Christmas Day Closed
Boxing Day Closed
New Year’s Eve 8 - 6 pm
New Year’s Day 8 - 6 pm

Regular Hours
Mon to Sat: 830am to 6pm
Sunday: 11am to 5pm

40 Meredith St, Gore Bay

Letters to Santa
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Christmas lights.
Ruth Low
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa,
I’m Denise. I would really like a watch 

for Christmas this year. Can I please have 
an answering machine? I’m currently 
sick. Please help this go away.

Denise
PS. Please share your milk and cookies.
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa,
I’m glad you’re back this year and 

brought gifts for everyone a the home, 
which we greatly appreciate! I thank you 

very much for past years. I love you very 
much and I hope you’re full of goodies 
again. Thank you again for your kindness 
and your generosity.

Love,
Myrtle
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa,
I’m grateful to be surrounded by friends 

at my home for Christmas. I’m grateful 
for the staff who take care of me daily. 
Without my friends and staff I’d be alone 
for Christmas.

From, 
Mamie
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa,
All I want for Christmas is everyone 

here, staff and residents, to have the best 
Christmas ever!

Roy Lumley
St. Jospeh’s Lodge, Gore Bay

Dear Santa, 
My name is Jace and I am 10 years old, 

I’ve been a pretty good boy this year, or at 
least I think so haha. This year for Christ-
mas I’d like a survival kit and a remote 
control truck! I will leave you a yummy 
treat, thanks for everything.

Jace Middaugh

Hey Santa,
My name is Brinley and I am 7, This 

year I’m obsessed with lilo and stitch, so 

I’d love anything Stitch. I’ve tried hard to 
be good. I will leave you milk and cookies( 
f my daddy doesn’t eat them) love you! 

Brinley Middaugh

Hey Santa! 
Ho Ho.
My name is Nixon and I am 1.5 years 

old. I’ve been a really good boy this year. I 
love monster trucks, dinky cars and play-
ing outside. I’d love more monster trucks 
for my collection. I love cookies and milk 
too but I will try and share with you!  

Merry Christmas,
Nixon Middaugh
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We’re saving our best smile for you!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

73 Centre St. 
Espanola, P5E 1S4

705-869-4544

58 Worthington St.
Little Current, P0P 1K0

705-368-0723

from all of us at
Manitoulin Denture Clinic
Leanne Bentley Hon. B.Sc., DD

386 Highway 551 | uccmcastle.com
PHONE: (705) 377-5111  | FAX: (705) 377-5113 

VISIT US IN-STORE FOR MORE SALES!

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 8AM-5PM
STARTING JANUARY UNTIL MARCH 31

We wish you a 
merry christmas 

and a joyful new year!

HOLIDAY HOURS:
DECEMBER 24: 8AM-12PM
CLOSED DECEMBER 25-27
DECEMBER 31: 8AM-12PM
CLOSED JANUARY 1

Letters to Santa
...continued from previous page

Warmest wishes 
for a Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year!

Maurice, Carole,
Elyse & Eric

Manitoulin Financial



SANTA CLAUS BOOK 2025 • PAGE 20

At D.A. Williamson and Sons 
‘�e Hardware Store’  - Mindemoya

705-377-5748

At D.A. Williamson and Sons 
‘�e Hardware Store’  - Mindemoya

SHOP

BEST WISHES FOR 2026!

At D.A. Williamson and Sons 

www.uptopsports.com

From all of us at the
Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 177

As we reflect on the past year,
we extend our heartfelt gratitude

to our veterans, members
and the wonderful community

of  Little Current.

We Welcome You!
Stop by for a festive visit or to 
learn about becoming a member 
in 2026.
Location: 15 Vankoughnet St., E.
Phone: 705-368-2661

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New 
Year

Winter Hours:
Open Wednesday to 

Saturday from 
3:30PM until closing.



Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season 

from the Town of Gore Bay Council & Staff.
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Letters to Santa!
<RXQJVWHUV�IURP�$XQGHFN�2PQL�.DQLQJ�GURSSHG�WKHLU� OHWWHUV�RII�WR�7KH�([SRVLWRU�2IÀ�FH�LQ�
December and can be read in these pages!



Happy Holidays
from the

May your holiday season be filled with joy, warmth
and the simple beauty of Christmas.

55 Water Street, Little Current, ON
705-368-9966 | manitoulinhotel.ca
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What do 
snowmen call 
their kids? 
Chill-dren

Jokes That Sleigh!

How much
does Santa pay to 
park his sleigh?
Nothing, it’s on the house! 

What kind of currency 
do they spend in the 
North Pole?
Jingle bills

Where does Santa 
keep his money? 
The snowbank

What did the 
elf use when he 
sprained his ankle?
A candy cane

What do you call 
a reindeer with 
bad manners?
Rude-olph



Makes 24 Servings

For the cookies:
2 1⁄2  cups almond flour
11⁄4  cups powdered sugar
2  teaspoons ground cinnamon
1⁄4  teaspoon salt
2  large egg whites
1  teaspoon vanilla extract

For the icing:
1  cup powdered sugar
3  tablespoons milk, more if needed
1⁄2  teaspoon vanilla extract

For the cookies:
1. In a large bowl, whisk together almond 

flour, powdered sugar, cinnamon, and salt. Add 
the egg whites and vanilla and mix until a soft 
dough forms. 

2. Wrap dough in plastic wrap and refrigerate 
for 30 minutes.

3. Preheat oven to 300 F. Line a cookie sheet 
with parchment paper. 

4. On a surface dusted with powdered sugar, 
roll the dough to 1⁄3-inch 
thickness. Cut out stars us-
ing a 3-inch star cookie cut-
ter and transfer to the pre-
pared cookie sheet.

5. Bake for 12 to 15 min-
utes until edges are lightly 
golden. Let cool on baking 
sheets for 5 minutes, then 
transfer to wire racks.

For the icing:
1. Using a fork, combine 

the powdered sugar, milk, 
and vanilla. Use a whisk to 
continue to stir the icing, adding more milk, in 
teaspoon increments if needed, to reach desired 
consistency.

2. Once cookies are completely cooled, spoon 
the icing on top of each star and spread with the 
back of the spoon or a toothpick. You also can 
use a squeeze bottle or piping bag. Enjoy cookies 
immediately or let icing set at room temperature 
6 to 8 hours.  
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RANDY NOBLE TRUCKING LTD.
Little Current         705-368-3565Little Current         705-368-3565 Gore Bay      705-282-2496Gore Bay      705-282-2496
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Iced Cinnamon 
Star Cookies



MCQUARRIE MOTOR PRODUCTS
WWW.MCQUARRIEMOTORPRODUCTS.CA

ESPANOLA 705-869-1351
GORE BAY 705-282-2400

MANITOWANING MILL 
HOME BUILDING CENTRE

705-859-3105
FAX 705-859-2006

EMAIL: SALES.MANMIL@EASTLINK.CA

We just couldn’t wait one more minute to deliver 
our best wishes to all the kind folk who have 

helped make this past year a merry and bright one 
for us. — Thank you!

CERTIFIED SERVICE

Your Family of

Pharmacies

Little Current
41 MEREDITH ST. E.

705-368-2530
Mindemoya
11 YONGE ST.
705-377-5411

Manitowaning
147 ARTHUR ST.

705-859-2323
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