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TEAMWORK IS THE KEY! Members of the Island’s volunteer firefighting departments train in the Northeastern
Manitoulin and the Islands Recreation Centre parking lot. The portable training facility allowed firefighters to gain vital
certifications as well as learning key safety techniques. The team pictured above were training to battle propane tank

fires.

photo by Michael Erskine

Island municipal fire services
embrace new provincial regulations
but feel timeline should be longer

by Ed Prudhomme with
files from Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—A new provin-
cial regulation has set Ontar-
io’s fire services on a collision
course with the clock. By July
1, 2026, every firefighter in the

province, including those serv-
ing in volunteer departments,
must be fully certified to the
National Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA) Level 1 and
Level 2 standards or risk being
unable to perform their duties.

Dr. Deborah McGregor takes
Canada Excellence Chair at Calgary U.
with $8 million towards research

by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre,
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
CANADA — There are few
scholars whose work bridges
the worlds of science, ceremo-
ny, and law as seamlessly as Dr.
Deborah McGregor — Anishi-
naabe scholar from Whitefish
River First Nation, whose life’s
work has been to remind Cana-
da that the Earth itself is alive
and that justice must extend to
all that lives.

This fall, the University of
Calgary announced that Dr. Mc-
Gregor has been awarded one
of Canada’s most prestigious
research positions: the Cana-
da Excellence Research Chair
in Indigenous Ways of Climate
and Water Sustainability for
Planetary Health and Well-be-
ing, a program funded at $1
million per year for eight years.
The Chair will advance Indige-
nous-led approaches to climate
justice and planetary health, in
ongoing efforts to place Indige-
nous knowledge at the heart of
efforts to understand and repair

our relationship with the Earth.

The program’s vision is bold
and urgent: to help humanity
reconcile with the planet that
sustains all life. It asks a ques-
tion that is both academic and
spiritual — what does it mean to

...continued on page 11

The mandate carries with it
the risk of both Ministry of La-
bour and Insurance liabilities
if services fail to comply with
the regulation.

The requirement stems
from  Ontario Regulation
343/22: Firefighter Certifica-
tion, brought forward under
the Fire Protection and Pre-
vention Act, 1997. It took ef-
fect in July 2022, establishing
standardized, province-wide
minimum qualifications for
firefighters across all munici-
palities. The objective, accord-
ing to the Office of the Fire
Marshal (OFM), is to ensure
that every firefighter in On-
tario, whether in Toronto or
Tehkummah, meets consistent

...continued on page 16

Municipal, First Nations
clients of Espanola’s
Dodge landfill relieved

province cancels closure

by Tom Sasvari
ESPANOLA—It appears the is-
sue involving H. Dodge Haulage
Ltd. and the Ministry of the En-
vironment, Conservation and
Parks (MECP) that could have
potentially closed the landfill
used by 10 municipalities and
six First Nations communities,
including several on Manitou-
lin Island, has been resolved.

“It would have been a disaster
for us (Gore Bay) and other mu-
nicipalities if it happened and
the landfill had closed,” stated
Gore Bay Mayor Ron Lane. “It’s
a good business with a captive
audience. Dodge is one of the
few places around that takes
garbage from other municipal-
ities.”

“The response (from MECP)
was swift to the concerns we
raised,” stated Ernest Dodge,
owner of H. Dodge Haulage Ltd.,
last week. “Things are some-
what resolved. We are not clos-

ing anything down yet.”

“They are not going to stop
using the non-residential con-
struction price index (NR-CPI)
process, and we are still in nego-
tiations,” said Mr. Dodge. How-
ever, MECP has decreased the
rate it was originally propos-
ing, which means Mr. Dodge’s
landfill financial assurance
obligation has been reduced.
“Our MPP Bill Rosenberg gave
my letter to the MECP minister.
The manager, who I talked to,
is a great guy and our (price in-
dex) increase will be 2.51 which
is lower than it was three years
ago and lower than what they
had been proposing 5.8.”

Mr. Dodge had been looking
at an increase of 70 percent for
the landfill financial assurance
obligation-money set aside for
future closure of the landfill.
However, “the ministry still
seems to lack knowledge that

...continued on page 11

Inquest into Wiikwemkoong
man’s death at Sudbury Jail
reveals system failures and
calls for 24-hour medical care

by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre,

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
SUDBURY—When correctional
officers found 44-year-old Justin
Alexander Trudeau in his Sud-
bury Jail cell on February 13,
2021, he was already gone—his
body cold, blue and locked in
rigor mortis. He had been dead

Okay -- Blue Jays -- Let’s! Play! Ball!

A trip down Islanders’ memory lanes to past Jays triumphs

by Tom Sasvari
MANITOULIN—While Toron-
to Blue Jays fans attending, or
watching the 2025 World Series
games are garnering their own
memories of what the Blue Jays
are doing, a group of friends, who
attended the clinching game in
1993, when Joe Carter hit a walk-
off homerun, can still recall the
events of October 23, 1993.

“We were blessed. The whole

Blue Jays fans,” stated Al Trib-
inevicius, who along with seven
friends, who all lived on Manitou-
lin at the time, attended the sixth
and final game of the 1993 World
Series between the Toronto Blue
Jays and the Philadelphia Phil-
lies.

“Mark Olacke, Bruce Wiggins,
Al Tribinevicius and I, Wayne
Murdock, four teachers at Cen-
tral Manitoulin Public School (in

experience was something else. Expositor editor Tom Sasvari with Mindemoya) had got a call from
It was a memory that I will nev- his 1993 game 6 World Series ticket Steve Shaffer asking if we wanted

er forget. It was the ultimate for

stub and other memorabilia from 32
years ago this fall.

...continued on page 14

for hours.

A father of five and a mem-
ber of Wiikwemkoong Unceded
Territory, Mr. Trudeau had en-
tered the Sudbury District Jail
just five days earlier to serve a
30-day sentence. By the time he
was found, a severe and drug-re-
sistant bacterial infection had
filled his lungs with pus and flu-
id, cutting off oxygen and over-
whelming his organs. He died
of acute methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)

...continued on page 9
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Don’t forget!

Clocks back one hour
at bedtime this Saturday!
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN!—The Gore Bay community hall was packed last Friday evening as the Gore Bay community
spirit and events group presented a ‘family Halloween dance.” The many youngsters, and adults, dressed up in their
favourite Halloween costumes. There were prizes handed out for best spot dancers and best-costumed family.

Rainbow Board passes motion
supporting role of school trustees

by Tom Sasvari
SUDBURY—The Rainbow Dis-
trict School Board (RDSB) will
be indicating its support for the
important role school board
trustees play in the education
system, and request a process
be established for members
of the public and trustee in-
put into any consideration for
changes in the role.

“I will be voting in sup-
port of the motion,” stated
RDSB trustee Doreen Dewar
at a school board meeting last

week. “I believe very strongly
in the importance of trustees
and boards. I’ve been a trustee
for many years and have seen
many changes. It is worthwhile
to voice our concerns and for
input to be provided by school
boards, members of the public,
students, and staff.”

“The minister of education
(Paul Calandra) has spoken
about governance changes com-
ing by the end of the year, in-
cluding bringing up the issue of
getting rid of elected trustees,”

Illinois takes further steps to protect

Great Lakes from invasive carp
ILLINOIS—Another step has been taken to keep invasive carp out

of the Great Lakes.

The Chicago-Sun Times reported recently that the state of Illi-
nois has acquired the land needed to be able to move forward with
a $1.15 billion barricade aimed at keeping Asian carp from enter-
ing the channel that connects the Mississippi River Basin with the

Great Lakes.

As has been reported previously, the Brandon Road Interba-
sin Project is an underwater defense system long hailed as the
solution to the carp problem. The system, which was designed
by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), is to be
constructed in the Des Plaines River, which connects the Illinois
River to Chicago’s shipping canal near suburban Joliet, Illinois.
The billion-dollar lock and dam upgrade will deploy a bubble wall,
acoustic blasts, an electric barrier and a flushing mechanism to
keep the carp from passing through.

The Chicago Sun-Times reported that two weeks ago Illinois

...continued on page 12

said trustee Judy Kosmerly,
who brought forward the mo-
tion for the board to consider at
its meeting.

Trustee Kosmerly, who rep-
resents RDSB on the Ontario
Public School Boards Associa-
tion (OPSBA) said, “the minis-
ter has raised the issue of pro-
posed changes, and legislation
is sitting. The voice and role of
elected school board trustees is
at the forefront.” She brought
forward a motion which reads,
“that the Rainbow District
School Board write a letter to
the Minister of Education in-
dicating our support in the
important role trustees play in
school board and request a pro-
cess be established for public
and trustee input into any con-
sideration for changes in the
role.”

“As a representative on OPS-
BA I have my finger on Bill 33
and the number of comments the
minister has made that changes
are going to take place,” said
Trustee Kosmerly. “OPSBA has
written letters, and a letter from
the Halton school board stick-
ing up for trustees was recently
supported.”

“English school board trust-
ees are one of those in the sight
of the minister,” said Trustee

...continued on page 10

As is tradition, Northeast Town
official declaration to open Poppy

Week on October 27. He is seen
with  Royal

chairs Ariana Bowerman and Kari

Poppy Week declared
Mayor Al MacNevin signed the

Canadian Legion
Branch President Leslie Moore,
left, and Poppy Campaign co-

Bourque (pinning a poppy on the
mayor).

photo by Roy Eaton

Third arrested in murder of
eight-year-old JahVai Roy

TORONTO—Toronto Police
Service (TPS) announced that
a third arrest has been made
in the homicide of JahVai Roy,
eight, of Toronto, whose mother
and relatives are from the Wiik-
wemkoong Unceded Territory.

The third accused was lo-
cated and arrested on Sunday,
October 19 in Oshawa by the
Durham Regional Police Ser-
vice in connection with a sep-
arate investigation. TPS has
charged the accused with first
degree murder, two counts of
fail to comply with undertaking
and breach of probation.

On Saturday, August 16, at
approximately 12:27 am, police
responded to a call for the sound
of gunshots in the Martha Ea-
ton Way and Tretheway Drive
area in Toronto. It is alleged
that officers arrived on scene
and located an 8-year-old boy
in his residence who had been
shot by a stray bullet. Lifesav-
ing measures were commenced,
and the victim was transported
to hospital via emergency run.
The victim was pronounced
deceased in hospital. The sus-
pect(s) fled the scene prior to
police arrival.

The victim was identified as
JahVai Roy, eight, of Toronto.

Investigators were able to
identify the three suspects and
previously announced the ar-
rest of two suspects.

A second suspect was taken
into custody on September 26
after a search warrant was ex-
ecuted in London, Ontario. The
accused, who was 17 years old
at the time of the incident but
has since turned 18, has been
charged with first-degree mur-
der.

The third suspect, a 17-year-
old boy, was located and arrest-
ed on October 19 in Oshawa by
Durham Regional Police Ser-
vice in connection to a separate
investigation for drug traffick-
ing and possession of a loaded
firearm.

He has been charged with one
count each of first-degree mur-
der and breach of probation as
well as two counts of fail to com-
ply with undertaking in connec-
tion with the murder of JahVai
Roy.

None of the charges have
been tested in court and the in-
vestigation is continuing.

PomeGran launches rural
internet services brand NIVO

TORONTO—PomeGran Inc.
celebrated its recognition in the
Globe and Mail’s 2025 Report on
Business ranking of Canada’s
top growing companies with
an event at Toronto’s Fairmont
Royal York Hotel on October 16.
At the celebration, the compa-
ny officially launched its new
internet service provider (ISP)
brand, NIVO, created to better
serve rural and underserved
communities across Canada,
including Manitoulin Island.

The event brought together
more than 120 guests, including
government dignitaries, Indig-
enous leaders, partners, inves-
tors and members of the tele-
communications industry. The
Honourable Doug Ford premier
of Ontario, the Honourable Sam
Oosterhoff, associate minister
of energy, intensive industries
and Ogimaa Tim Ominika of
Wiikwemkoong Unceded Terri-
tory delivered remarks that un-
derscored the importance of ru-
ral connectivity in Canada. The
program also recognized key
partnerships and culminated
in the launch of NIVO, a brand
created to better serve commu-
nities with reliable, high-speed
fibre connectivity.

“High-speed connectivity
is no longer a luxury. It is a
necessity for economic devel-
opment, education and inno-
vation,” said Stephen Lecce,
Ontario minister of energy and
mines. Expanding access to re-
liable internet for all families
and communities marks a ma-
jor step forward in closing the
connectivity gap across rural
and remote regions. By bring-
ing reliable fibre connectivity
to underserved communities,
PomeGran is delivering on the
promise of a more connected
province. This is how we build,
grow and protect Ontario for
the next generation.”

PomeGran ranked 62nd over-
all out of 400 companies across
Canada and among the top 20
in technology and telecom.
The company was also recog-
nized as the fastest-growing

telecom service provider in
the country, with a three-year
growth rate of 557 percent.
“Being recognized on a nation-
al stage is an honour that be-
longs to our entire team and
the communities we serve. This
achievement reflects the ded-
ication of our employees, the
trust of our partners, and our
shared belief that connectivity
is the foundation for growth,”
said Dr. Kalai S. Kalaichelvan,
chairman and chief executive
officer of PmeGran.

The launch of NIVO marks
the next chapter in PomeGran’s
mission to connect underserved
regions. NIVO is PomeGran’s
new ISP brand, created to de-
liver reliable, high-speed fi-
bre connectivity directly to

...continued on page 10

Tom’s Big Buck
Roundup back
for another year

by Tom Sasvari

MANITOULIN—Again this
year we want deer hunters to
send in pictures of deer har-
vested on Manitoulin Island
as Tom’s Expositor Big Buck
Roundup is back!

“Because of last year’s nu-
merous inquiries, not only are
we taking photo entries of hunt-
ers deer harvested during the
deer gun hunt, but we are also
taking photo entries for the bow
hunt season as well,” said Tom
Sasvari. “We have already had
a couple of entries (from the
bow hunt).”

“We had a total of 16 entries
last year, and we are hoping to
at least double that this year,”
said Mr. Sasvari.

If you harvest a buck, your
first deer, or have an unusual
picture to share during the an-
nual Manitoulin hunt, then we
encourage you to send them in.

...continued on page 10
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opinion

editorial

The saga of the Trump tariffs continues to astound and amaze

It has been another topsy turvy week on the international trade
front, particularly with our friends (?) and neighbours to the south.
It was just mere days ago that word filtered down from on high that
a deal was nigh—set to be announced within days, if not hours.

Enter The Ford—Doug Ford, that is, the populist premier of On-
tario and self-appointed guardian of our nation’s pocketbooks who
took it upon himself to launch a $75 million taxpayer-funded se-
ries of ads on American television aimed at influencing American
views on The Donald’s “big, beautiful tariffs.”

As the POTUS has set his sights on hauling his country back into
the 1890s, it would not take a genius to understand that attempting
to thwart his plans in any way shape or form would invite swift re-
taliation. And so it came to pass that the negotiated trade deal was,
at least for now, scuppered. More tariffs to come.

It is an oft-cited truism that you have to stand up to bullies—it’s
the only way they say. (We all know a “They” or two). Yeah, try
tweaking the nose of a rampaging gorilla 10 times your size and see
how that works out for you. There is standing up, and then there
is standing up.

Tariffs were all the rage back in the 19th Century and the result-
ing “Nullification Crisis” was even an early instigator of threats to
succession from the United States by South Carolina. Tariff popu-
larity saw a great resurgence during the start of the Great Depres-
sion—Ileading to what has been generously described as “one of the
most disastrous trade policies in US history.” Between 1929 and
1932 US exports plummeted by a whopping two thirds.

Somehow, these descents into economic madness led to America
being “great.”

Former US President Ronald Reagan tried to make this point to
his country when he addressed the nation on the subject, and it was
his words, bizarrely and pointlessly rearranged, that provided the
grist for The Ford’s sortie into international economics.

The current Canadian government approach has been cautious,
you know, the way you might approach that rampaging simian.
Since counter-tariffs would invariably hurt Canadian consum-
ers—not to mention the tweaking yet again—Prime Minister Mark
Carney’s government decided to not go that route. Canadians are
suffering enough economic turmoil, thank you kindly.

Instead, the national government, you know, the one in charge of
international trade negotiations and treaties, decided to negotiate

letters

quietly, carefully and avoiding provoking unhinged retaliation. It
was, by all accounts, working.

It is easy to forget that, despite our national angst and the con-
stant litany of doomsaying pundits on the six o’clock news, that our
nation enjoys the most favourable trade terms with the US of any
nation on the globe.

Our premier’s populist approach to politics has been great for
getting his government re-elected, but when it comes to strategiz-
in’ in a trade war with an economy that dwarves our own being
overseen by the aforementioned gorilla, it kind of falls short of the
mark. Kneejerk retaliation might bring temporary joy to the mass-
es and provide great 30-second news cycle bits, but it runs the risk
of that, again aforementioned, nose tweaking.

A less than charitable read would be that the leader of the Pro-
gressive Conservative Party of Ontario knew exactly what he was
doing and set out to scupper the deal.

The timing of the ads certainly provides some grist to that partic-
ular conspiracy theory.

With our current prime minister leading a minority govern-
ment, and a budget that will take saner minds than those currently
ascendant in the opposition benches to get passed through Parlia-
ment, a less than uncharitable mind might suggest those Ontarian
jobs being lost thanks to his ill-considered foray into the world of
advertising have been sacrificed on the altar of realpolitik.

Another national election anyone? It’s all win-win for The Big
Blue Ford. If the current leader of His Majesty’s Loyal (?) Opposi-
tion in Ottawa fails to make it big should such an election come to
pass, who do you think might just be waiting in the wings should
the long knives appear?

Time will tell.

In the meantime, Premier Ford has been forced to yet again dial
back his anti-American vitriol (anyone remember the electricity
gambit?), attempting some face-saving by running his ads during
the first two World Series games.

For the sake of those Ontarians, indeed all Canadians, facing un-
certain futures thanks to the current trade war with the US, could
Premier Ford please focus on getting us a new bridge (and other
economy building projects of course) and stop trying to bully a bul-
ly—that never really ends well.

A note of thanks to your friendly neighbourhood newspaper

To the Expositor:

Dear Expositor staff,

Thank you for the seniors’ discount.
Thank you to everyone who works so hard

Sharing the love

each day and night to get the weekly pa-
per ready for us. We truly appreciate you.
We love our paper.

Sincerely,
Sharon and Lyle Dewar
Providence Bay

Another perspective on any proposed Sandhill crane hunt
The hunt will indeed harm the birds otherwise what would be the purpose?

To the Expositor:

I read with interest the story about the
United States report that says establishing
a Sandhill crane hunt will not harm the
bird’s population (‘US report shows that
establishing Sandhill crane hunt will not
harm population numbers,” October 22,
Page 1).

But the hunt will indeed harm the birds
and what would be the purpose of such a
barbaric hunt?

I understand farmers are frustrated with
the birds’ arrival during the spring and fall
migrations and they have to protect their
livelihood. What damage do the birds actu-
ally create?

I have been photographing these birds for
years now and what I see is they fly in after
crops have been harvested in the fall and

before crops are planted in the spring.

Where is the crop degradation that would
justify this hunt?

Just because the population of a species
is plentiful does that mean they should be
hunted?

If over 6,000 Sandhill cranes could be
hunted down in Northeastern Ontario,
without impacting the over population of
the birds, what would be the purpose of said
hunt?

Would all the birds be used for food?

Because the buffalo is regaining its popu-
lation would we then open a hunt on them?
How about the trumpeter swan populations
that are finally being stabilized in Ontario
and which were hunted to near extinction
for their feathers that were sold to Europe-
an fashion houses.

Because Sandhill cranes have slow re-
productive rates they are vulnerable to
over-harvesting.

The idea of a hunt lacks an ecological jus-
tification. Surely there are many non-lethal
ways for preventing crop damage, the main
reason for hunting these beautiful, wild
birds.

A great deal of work has been done in this
province to protect and promote wetlands
and thankfully bird populations are being
stabilized due to that advocacy.

How can this hunt be acceptable? Are hu-
mans losing their humanity?

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Nielsen
Cobalt, Ontario

Municipal association pans provincial policing changes

ONTARIO—Changes being
proposed by the province on
policing costs will not provide

preliminary analysis suggests
that very few municipalities
will benefit from lower thresh-

calendar year and lowering
the threshold for qualifying for
calls for service and overtime

Minister Michael S. Kerzner as
part of this review. Recently,
the ministry announced regu-

a long-term solution to the
cost pressures municipalities
across the province are facing,
the Association of Municipali-
ties of Ontario (AMO) says.
“Unfortunately, these
changes do not provide a long-
term solution to the growing
policing cost pressures mu-
nicipalities across Ontario are
facing,” AMO said in a state-
ment October 3. “In addition,

old levels. AMO is reviewing
the amendments closely to de-
termine their impact on mu-
nicipalities and will continue
to update our members as we
prepare a response to the gov-
ernment.”

“The Ministry of the Solici-
tor General has committed to
an 11 percent cap on the in-
crease in policing costs owed
by municipalities for the 2026

discounts to lower costs for
municipalities three or more
standard deviations above the
average. This new threshold
will apply to the 2026 billing
year and future years.”
“Earlier this spring, the Min-
istry of the Solicitor General
conducted a review of the On-
tario Provincial Police (OPP)
cost recovery model. AMO
provided feedback in a letter to

latory amendments to Ontar-
io Regulation 413/23: Amount
Payable by Municipalities for
Policing from OPP under the
Community Safety and Polic-
ing Act, 2019. The amendments
are now in effect and will in-
form the 2026 annual billing
statements, which are expect-
ed in November,” AMO added.
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Owners Lavish and Simran Dhir celebrate grocery store’s one year anniversary

by Michael Erskine

LITTLE CURRENT—It has been quite
a year for Lavish Dhir, who is celebrat-
ing his first anniversary as the owner
of Lavish Your Independent Grocer in
Little Current. He arrived on the Island
after spending a couple of years in Tim-
mins, where he was an assistant man-
ager. Since then, Mr. Dhir has spent the
past 12 months getting a handle on oper-
ations in Little Current’s only grocery
store and learning more about the Island
community, and now he is welcoming
his new bride to Manitoulin as well.

Mr. Dhir recently married his wife
Simran who has now joined him from
Winnipeg. He met his future wife while
they were both attending a tutorial
school in India about eight years ago.
“We met back in India,” said Mr. Dhir.
“I saw her at a tuition centre, she was
getting tuition after school, and I was
getting tuition there as well. So, that’s
where I saw her and I liked her.”

But despite being immediately smit-
ten, it wasn’t an immediate fairytale
connection for Mr. Dhir. “At that time,
I kind of approached her, but as you
know, usually girls are always going to
say no,” he smiled. But if there is one
quality that strikes one upon getting to
know Mr. Dhir is that he is not one to be
daunted by a bit of hard work.

So, “I'm here and she is here today,”
he grins.

When he was younger, back in India,
Mr. Dhir had never considered going
abroad to seek his fortune. It was his fa-
ther who first broached the idea.

“There is no such thing that I want to
go to Canada,” he said. “My dad asked
me, ‘what do you think about, you know,
studying outside, so you will get some
experience. It will be great for you. What
do you think about it?’ So, I was, like,
‘yeah, I can give it a thought,” so I give it
a thought. And then, it’s, like you know
what? Let’s try it. At that moment, there
was no such plan. There was just a plan
to study.”

His initial introduction to the Great
White North was not entirely auspicious.

“When I landed, I was in Toronto for
three days or four days, it was in Decem-
ber,” he recalled. Quite a difference from
his native India where December marks
the beginning of winter with daytime
temperatures ranging around 24°C.

A friend gave him a lift to Sudbury
where Mr. Dhir began his career in the
grocery business. Sudbury was anoth-
er big shock. Toronto was a large city,
with plenty of concrete, something he
was well used to. In Sudbury, it was very
different (along with being significantly
colder).

“I was like, ‘where the heck am I?’” he
recalled. “This looks like a town, like it’s
a small town compared to Toronto and

Lavish Dhir and his wife Simran chat all things grocery with The Expositor in the store owner’s
office on the anniversary of his acquisition of the store in Little Current.

compared to the big cities. It was so cold,
it was literally a huge pile of snow.”

“But it didn't discourage me,” he
laughs. “It was like, you know that’s
what the destination is, so everyone
has their destination and it’s already
been chosen by God, so I trust the plan
of it. And then, you know what? This is
something better. If I’ve been in Toron-
to, there might not be any Independent
stores in Toronto, so I would never have
gained the experience of them.”

Things soon started to look up. “I start-
ed my career in Sudbury, and it was go-
ing great,” he recalled. “I had great lead-
ers on my way who helped me to build. I
started just as a regular clerk there.”

From there he was moved from depart-
ment to department. “I was started as a
cashier, and then I go to different depart-
ments. So, in the bakery for some time,
and then I helped in dairy, then helping
grocery. So, basically working all the de-
partments there, which, I think, my lead-
ers noticed and when there was a role of
management that came up in that store I
got promoted to a department manager.”

His work ethic obviously did not go un-
noticed and when the store owner, who
also had a store in Timmins said he had
an opening for an assistant manager,
Mr. Dhir was recommended for the job.
“It was easier for him because he knew
my skills,” he said. For the next couple
of years he settled in Timmins learning
store upper management skills.

“One day my owner asked me , ‘Lav-
ish, what do you want to do in your life?’
So, I was just being straightforward, ‘I
want to open Lavish’s Independent.’”

“I’'m passionate about business,” said

photo by Michael Erskine

Mr. Dhir. “So, today, here I am.”

Many new Canadians settle in larger
centres like Toronto, where they can
find comfort and familiarity in the al-
ready settled diaspora from their home-
lands.

“I remember when I came to Sud-
bury, there was not a lot of that much
(familiar) culture, not a lot of cultur-
al activities going at that time, but
now it’s huge,” he said. “It’s unbeliev-
able.” He referenced the recent Di-
wali Festival celebration in Sudbury
and the availability of new foods.
“Diwali is just like a Christmas for the
South Asian community,” he explains.
“It’s a big festival, and there are a cou-
ple places we call to get some sweets and
they are like, sorry, we are sold out.”

One big positive in running a store in
arural region like Manitoulin is that the
street drug culture is much less evident
here.

“I believe there is a lot of drug addicts
you need to deal with in a city like Sud-
bury and other places,” he said, “but
here that’s not it’s not that much—it’s
not as bad.”

“When I was in Timmins, the cashiers
were scared,” he said, “because the drug
addicts would come in and try to steal,
and if you tried to stop them, people
would create so much conflict. They will
yell and scream threats.”

Of course, it isn’t like there were not
challenges here on the Island as well,
especially when it comes to hiring staff.
There simply were not enough appli-
cants to fill all the roles needed in the
store—and its wasn’t simple to hire from
outside either.

Finding housing for staff who don’t al-
ready live here on Manitoulin has been a
big challenge.

“It was definitely difficult, a little bit
of a challenging time,” he said. “We were
looking for a staff and there was no-
body’s applying.”

Mr. Dhir asked around and discovered
it wasn’t just his store facing those chal-
lenges.

“People wonder why we won’t em-
ploy people from the Island—there are
no issues,” he said. “It’s hard to find the
staff.” He noted that the Manitoulin Ho-
tel and Conference Centre has to supply
some of its staff with accomodations.

“The problem is not so much finding
the people, the problem is the housing,”
explained Mr. Dhir. “If you have hous-
ing, people will come.”

Thankfully, he notes, most people un-
derstand that. “People here are smart,”
he said. “They can see what has been go-
ing on in the economy.”

In the meantime, with things now set-
tling in well with the store, Mr. Dhir and
his wife are settling into the community.
They do not yet have children—that’s a
work in progress, the couple smiles.

Lavish Your Independent Grocer has
been supporting local charities like the
Good Food Box Program, Manitoulin
Health Centre, contributing to Manito-
ulin Family Resources Food Bank, the
Royal Canadian Legion and just enjoy-
ing community events like Halloween.
“We're having a plan that we posted
on Facebook,” he said. “If kids come in
dressed up like, let’s say like hot sauce,
they will get a hot sauce. They dress up
like a taco—they’ll get a taco. It’s just
like a fun activity,” he said.

Yes, we know what you are thinking,
T'll dress up like a steak. Nice try. There’s
roughly an eight dollar or so limit.

But however they choose to dress up,
“All the kids who dress up will get a treat
for sure,” said Mr. Dhir. “Doesn’t matter
what they dress up as.”

Mr. Dhir’s message to the Manitou-
lin community is “Thank you so much
for their support and thanks for being
open-minded.” Oh, and if you are looking
for work, there is always an open door at
Lavish Your Independent Grocer. “We
will get more done when we have more
staff,” he said. “And on top of it, we’ll try
to help.”

“It’s all about giving back to the com-
munity, and we would love to support
community events,” he said. Currently,
the store is raising funds at the cashier
for PC Children’s Charity.

The Dhir family express their grati-
tude for the warm welcome they have
received and are looking forward to
meeting more people in the community
socially.

Redrum Spirit Chapter donates proceeds of Colour Run to Good Food Box

by Michael Erskine

LITTLE CURRENT—Members of the
Redrum Motorcycle Club found a great
way to not only spend the money they
raised during their annual Labour Day
Colour Run but to help out with a very
worthy cause. This past week, members
of the club gathered in the early morning
hours of Tuesday, October 21 at the Little
Current United Church Hall to hand over
the cash and to lend a hand in sorting and
filling the Good Food Box cartons.

“We managed to raise $2,100 during our
Labour Day Weekend Colour Run and we
decided to donate that money to the Good
Food Box Program,” said Dean, vice-pres-
ident of the Redrum MC Spirit Island
Chapter. “We also thought we would help
out while we were here.” Club members
could be seen packing boxes. “We like to
help out where we can,” he said.

The Good Food Box Program is a
non-profit community initiative helping
individuals and families in need of assis-
tance to put fresh produce on the table
by offering a variety of nutritious fresh
fruit and vegetables at wholesale prices.
The food boxes are packed by volunteers
in the Little Current United Church Hall
and delivered to communities across
Manitoulin on the third Tuesday of each
month.

A number of local grocery stores make
efforts to provide produce for the boxes at
attractive prices as well. During the fall
months the food is purchased from local
farmers and included in the boxes along
with the grocery store purchased items.
The donations from organizations and

Members of the Redrum Motorcycle Club Spirit Island Chapter join Good Food Box volunteers for
a donation photo. The proceeds from the club’s Fall Colour Run brought $2,100 for the Kitty.

photo by Michael Erskine

Members of the Redrum Motorcycle Club Spirit Island chapter assist with packing the boxes.

individuals such as the Redrum MC are
very important to the project.

“It’s very important, we have people
who sponsors who pay for the boxes for
those who cannot afford them themselves
and are isolated, we just sponsor those
boxes,” said Margot Bickell.

“The Good Food Box doesn’t make any
money at all,” confirms Good Food Box
Program chair Richard Lathwell. “Any
money that we have goes to buy the food.”

Local representatives are available in
communities across Manitoulin, notes
Mr. Lathwell. Anybody who wants to get
involved can volunteer, sponsor a box
and/or make a donation. Contact cards
are available at many locations across the
Island providing information about the
program or those interested can contact
Ms. Bickell at bickellm@icloud.com or by
phone 705-989-4209, or at info@localfood-
manitoulin.com or calling 705-968-0073.
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Driver suffers serious life-threatening injuries in

ATYV collision

One person sustained life-threatening injuries in an
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) collision.

On Saturday, October 18 at approximately 6 pm,
the Manitoulin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), with
assistance from the Sudbury-Manitoulin Paramedic
Services and the NEMI fire department, responded to
a report of a single vehicle collision involving an ATV.
The driver was transported to hospital with serious
life-threatening injuries.

The investigation is ongoing with assistance from
the OPP’s traffic incident management enforcement
(TIME) team and technical collision investigators
(TCI).

Updates will be provided as additional information
becomes available.

Manitoulin OPP seize $26,700 in suspected drugs at

RIDE check on Bidwell Road

Two people are facing charges after police seized sus-
pected drugs during a reduce impaired driving every-
where (RIDE) check.

On Sunday, September 21, at approximately 5 pm,
officers with the Manitoulin OPP were conducting a
RIDE check on Bidwell Road in the town of Northeast-
ern Manitoulin and the Islands (NEMI). A vehicle came
through the RIDE check, and police detected an odor
of cannabis emanating from the vehicle. As a result of
further investigation, the driver and passenger were
arrested.

Additionally, police seized an amount of suspected
cocaine with an estimated street value of $20,000, an

Law & Order|

amount of suspected crack cocaine with an estimated
street value of $700, and an amount of suspected fentan-
yl with an estimated street value of $6,000.

The driver, Ashley Alford, 40 years old from Assig-
inack, was charged with possession of property ob-
tained by crime over $5,000, possession of a schedule 1
substance for the purpose of trafficking cocaine, pos-
session of a schedule one substance for the purpose of
trafficking opioid, driving while under suspension, fail
to have insurance card, and drive vehicle with canna-
bis readily available.

The passenger, Jadin Boby, 18 years old from Burl-
ington, was charged with possession of property ob-
tained by crime over $5,000, possession of a schedule
one substance for the purpose of trafficking cocaine,
possession of a schedule one substance for the purpose
of trafficking opioid, and person under 19 years possess
cannabis.

Both accused are scheduled to appear before the On-
tario Court of Justice in Gore Bay on November 18.

Highway 6 closed for weapons investigation after

person located injured
An injured person was located on Highway 6, result-
ing in a road closure while police conducted an inves-
tigation.
On Thursday, September 28, at approximately 1:15
am, the Manitoulin OPP received a call reporting that
a person was located on Highway 6 in Assiginack town-

ship with an injury caused by an edged weapon. The in-
jured person was transported to hospital with serious
but non-life-threatening injuries.

Highway 6 was closed for a period of time as police
conducted an investigation. As a result, the incident
has been determined to be non-suspicious, and the in-
vestigation is complete.

Missing person located deceased following

search efforts

The Manitoulin OPP located a person deceased fol-
lowing a missing person investigation.

On Thursday October 9, at approximately 8:30 pm,
members of the Manitoulin OPP responded to a report
of a missing 41-year-old person in the Sables-Spanish
Rivers township area.

Extensive search efforts were conducted with assis-
tance from the OPP Emergency Response Team, OPP
Canine Unit, Anishinabek Police Service, and a civil-
ian search party. On October 10, the missing person
was located deceased.

The investigation was conducted with assistance
from the OPP Forensic Identification Services and the
Office of the Chief Coroner for Ontario and Ontario Fo-
rensic Pathology Service. No foul play is suspected, and
the investigation is complete.

One person charged after youth injured

by a weapon
One person has been charged after a youth was in-
jured by a weapon during a community event.

...continued on page 21

Friends and Neighbours

Providence Bay

Alexic H

lexia here with your friendly

World Series Boo fly! I don’t know
what it is about this time of year and
why everything gives crossfire hurri-
cane intensity-perhaps because we are
saying baa ma pii (see you later) to the
sun, leaves, flowers, friends, family and
saying farewell to old ways, to things
that no longer serve our path and pur-
pose, to the wins and the losses, to the
version of ourselves we once were and
the version of ourselves we have yet to
know and nurture. This is a time of great
reflection and reverence. The last brush-
stroke in what could be a masterpiece
or an epic failure. But do we ever really
fail? Life’s beauty and our own evolution
spawned from imperfection and chaos.
Embrace the wonder, the surprise, the
eureka moments of self-discovery and of
the natural world. All our triumphs and
all the good things come in due time. The
field of dreams mantra “if you build it,
they will come” holds true always. Keep
creating, building and learning. Give
yourself and others the grace, patience
and gentle reassurance that this too
shall pass, one day you will look back on
all of it and know that you are the bet-
ter and best version of yourself because
of it. Stars do not hide from darkness,
roses do not hide from thorns, diamonds
do not hide from pressure. Shine on you
crazy diamonds, keep on strong and go
forward with courage, love and peace in
your heart.

Here’s what’s happening:

Providence Bay Arena and Fair-
grounds: The Providence Bay Fall Ven-
dor Market on Saturday, October 18 was
a tremendous success! Looking forward
to the start of the skating and hockey
season - stay tuned for updates and puck
drops!

Providence Bay Hall:

Manitoulin recreational events calen-
dar with class schedules for Providence
Bay Hall visit: centralmanitoulin.ca or
contact Alison Sloss at asloss@central-
manitoulin.ca or by phone at 705-377-
5726. Exercise Classes continue Fridays
at9am.

Providence Bay Community of Christ
Church: Joys and community updates
are Sundays at 10:30 am; service is Sun-
days at 11 am.

Check the Providence Bay Communi-
ty of Christ Facebook page for announce-
ments and updates!

Providence Bay Curling Club: Every-
one is welcome at the Providence Bay
Curling Club! Junior Curling is back Sat-
urdays starting Saturday, November 8
until the end of March. Ages SK to Grade
8 - equipment provided, $25 per curler.
For more information go to provcurling.
ca/junior.

The Lions bottle drive continues next
to the arena; this program is open to the
public and we encourage everyone to
drop off their used bottles and cans. Your
empties help fund great local initiatives.
Are you interested in becoming a Lions
Club member? Contact the Providence
Bay/Spring Bay Lions club Facebook
page for details on how you too can give
back to your community!

The Heavens: Manitoulin Island is a
dark sky reserve so find a dark sky spot,
bring your telescope and enjoy the won-
ders of the cosmos. Whether you're a sea-
soned skywatcher or just love watching
shooting stars and auroras, October is
packed with celestial beauty.

November 5 Full Moon (Freezing
Moon or Baashkaakodin Giizis) or Bea-
ver Moon.

The Friends: Happy Birthday to all of
you late October Hallowe’en babies!

Happy Hallowe’en to all!

Keep trying. Stay humble, Trust your
instincts. Most importantly, act. When
you come to a fork in the road, take it.

Yogi Berra

our friendly neighbourhood Ferg-

meijers have been looking forward
to Hallowe’en all year and it’s finally
here! Now, given that there are three
sanctioned candy holidays, we would
like to propose that we leave hallowe’en
alone (obviously), but we make Valen-
tine’s Day a cheese holiday and Easter
can shift to be a potato holiday.

At time of writing, the Blue Jays are
undefeated in the World Series! Though
to be fair, this column is due before game
1. But our statement still stands. Let’s go
Blue Jays!

Don’t be a scaredy-cat, bring the little
ghouls and goblins out to the Kagawong
Park Centre on October 31 from 5 to 8:30
pm!

Happy birthday wishes go out to Diane
N who turned 29 recently. And because
there is no cure for the common birth-
day, to Meranda V we say, ‘Cheers to
another year!’ as she celebrates another
trip around the sun. Not quite her 29th,
but getting closer...

The library is hosting a fall puzzle
swap this Saturday (November 1). Fresh-
en up your collection just in time for the
snow to fly. Stop in between 10 am and 1
pm to trade your used puzzles for new-
to-you jigsaws. No puzzles? No problem.
They have plenty to go around!

Do you know a volunteer who deserves
recognition? The township is calling for
nominations of community volunteers
in several categories (arts and culture,
outstanding community group, senior
volunteer, youth volunteer, historical

pillar of the community and Mayor’s vol-
unteer service). Drop off the name of the
deserving person or group, along with
the category and a short explanation of
why you feel they should be recognized
to the town office or send via email (dep-
utyclerk@billingstwp.ca) by November
11.

Did you know Dr. Seuss’ mother was
a massage therapist. A Ma Seuss, if you
will.

The Seniors Active Living Program is
planning a potluck lunch on Saturday,
November 8 at 11:30 am at the Kagawong
Park Centre. Reserve a seat by contact-
ing Mary at 705-348-2285 or seniors@
billingstwp.ca!

Remember that time the Kagawong
Gobble Brigade took over the road to
Maple Ridge? Or the time the township
celebrated that special event? Catch up
on old times with the complete archive
of Team Fergmeijer columns, all the way
back to 2015! Check out http://teamferg-
meijer.blogspot.com to get your fill of
puns and haiku.

A gentle reminder, that if you suck
at playing the trumpet, that’s probably
why. Have a great week!

Barrie Island

Enid Runnalls

t’s been a week of rain here on Barrie

Island and the cooler temperatures
are taking hold. The farmers have been
waiting it out, working on repairs and
small projects that are close to home.

Quite a few driveway gates were dec-
orated in Gordon and Barrie Island this
past week for the Annual Decorate your
Gate contest. As of press time the win-
ners are unknown, but there was plenty
of unique whimsy in our municipality.

The Municipalities of Gordon and Bar-
rie Island and Burpee Mills are hosting
a Town Hall meeting on Thursday, Octo-
ber 30 at 7 pm in the Gordon Hall at 29
Noble Side Road. The discussion will be
regarding road safety and slow-moving
vehicles.

Scott and Enid Runnalls travelled to
Toronto last Saturday to be spectators
at the Toronto Waterfront Marathon.
Katie Runnalls was among thousands of
participants and was able to achieve her
time goal. Larry Lewis (son of Evelyn
Runnalls Lewis and Grant Lewis) was a
pacer during the run and recognized Ka-
tie’s bib number - the cousins had a brief
running visit at around 21 km during
the race. Katie was part of a team that
included her cousin’s cousin Bridget
Miller Nunn and her uncle Matt Byrnes.
It was a very exciting day for all!

Lance and Lil Greenman hosted their
Thanksgiving at home on the long week-
end, enjoying turkey, all the fixings and
an apple crumble that Lil baked using

Ashton’s apples. It was reportedly deli-
cious!

Micah Runnalls has decided to be a
spooky clown for Hallowe’en. He will be
trick-or-treating in Gore Bay but plans
to knock on a few Barrie Island doors
too, so get ready for this spooky little
character! There are at least four more
trick-or-treaters on Barrie Island and we
hope to see them, as well!

Have a spooky and fun Hallowe’en!

Silver Water

Karen Noble

riday, we went to euchre in
Meldrum Bay. There were 11 play-
ers.

Murray Duncanson, his son Craig
Duncanson and brother-in-law Oliver
Coburn left to go moose hunting last
week.

Saturday morning, Albert and I got
ready for a market in our yard. The rain
was so heavy at 10 am we closed the ga-
rage doors and gave up.

Sunday morning, we packed up our
yard sale tables and the leftover items
will be donated to charities in Sudbury.

Monday evening the Local Roads
Board held their annual meeting at the
Silver Water Community Hall at 6:30 pm.
The board that was elected is Eric Thies-
sen, Colin Frame and Lori Mastelko.
Congratulations to them.

Monday, I took Myra and Ken Duncan-
son to euchre at the Burpee and Mills
Complex.

Tuesday morning, I went with Gladys
Duncanson to her appointment and to
help with errands.

Also on Tuesday morning, Albert went
to Meldrum Bay for the last session of
kits and quilts for the season. Several
of the volunteers will work at home all
winter long to get ready for the start up
again in the spring.

Tuesday afternoon there was yoga at
the hall.

Tuesday evening was fire practice at
the fire hall.

Every day we have been working on
setting up the tables in the garage for the
Christmas market.

Thursday, there was euchre at the Sil-
ver Water Community Hall.

Lee and Ed Alexander arrived at their
cottage on Thursday.

Condolences to the family of Vic No-
ble.

Condolences to the family of Mercedes
Hughes.

Condolences to the family of Chris
Thibault.
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Mustangs host
NOSSA Tennis

After two postpone-
ments due to rain, NOS-
SA Tennis finally hap-
pened at MSS this past
week. It was a damp and
cold morning, but spirits
were high as nine schools
from across north-eastern
Ontario met to compete,
including three different
exchange students from
Europe! Several athletes
from North Bay took
home first place finishes,
but Ava Corbiere and
Emery Watson placed
second in girls’ doubles,
qualifying them for the
OFSAA finals in Toronto
in early November.

Emery was also the
main driver behind the

of the entire team. Way
to go Mustangs, and good
luck to Ava and Emery at
OFSAA!

OUA Rowing!

The Ontario University
Athletics rowing cham-
pionships were held at
the Royal Canadian Hen-
ley Rowing Course in St.
Catharines over the week-
end. Brooke Gibeault
in just her second year
of rowing for Western
had a tremendous regat-
ta winning the junior
varsity double class with
her teammate, Charlotte
DaPonte. Their scull was
in a tight battle to make
the A final. They led at
1000m but finished fourth,
but the time still stood

Memphis (Pontiac), Alex and Arlo (Charles C. McLean) were the

Grade 5-6 Boys Champs.

In the Grade 7/8 girls’ race it was Emma (Charles C. McLean)
Bridget (La Renaissance) then Daisy (Pontiac).

school fundraiser around
the event for Breast Can-
cer Research and many
athletes and MSS students
wore pink for the day. Fi-
nal fundraising numbers
are still to come.

Finishing in third place
were Ludo Costa in girls’
singles, Anders Watson
and Jonah Balfe in boys’
doubles, Rylan Pennie
and Amy Smith in mixed
doubles. Fourth place fin-
ishes were also locked in
by Dylan Kuntsi in boys’
singles and Nova Debas-
sige and Isaac Lock in
mixed doubles.

Overall, these com-
bined finishes gave Man-
itoulin S.S. enough team
points to win the NOSSA
team banner for the fall of
2015. Coach Chris Thei-
jsmeijer is super proud

up as fourth fastest. The
pair changed some tactics
for the final and led from
start to finish!

Zoey Redmond and her
doubles partner Angeli-
que Obrecht won the B
finals and came 6th over-
all with time! Congratu-
lations as well to fellow
Islanders Morgan Green
and Xavi Mara who were
also competing.

Bobcat Runs!
The annual Bobcats
Invitational cross-coun-
try meet took place last
Thursday. Hosted by the
Shawanosowe elementary
school in Birch Island at-
tracted Island and North
Shore schools.
The following are the
first names of the age-
group, medal winners.

ues to grow and improve
with every game a clear
sign they’re moving in the
right direction.

The U13 Panther squad
faced tough competition

Grade 5-6 Girls champs were Danika (Pontiac), Summer then
Grace both of Charles C. McLean.

In the Grade 1-2 race,
it was a Biidaabin school
sweep with Rayna, Cassi-
dy and Tiana, 1, 2, 3.

In the Grade 34 girls’
race Rosie (Charles C.
McLean) - 1st, Harper
(La Renaissance) — 2nd,
Elena (Charles C. Mc-
Lean) - 3rd. For the boys,
Charles C. McLean’s Arie
and Laken were the top
two followed by Shawano-
sowe’s Waylon.

The Grade 5/6 girls’
class was ruled by Dan-
ika  (Pontiac), Sum-
mer then Grace both of
Charles C. McLean. In the

and worked hard at the

same tournament but
came up short in round
robin play.

The Ul5 Panthers had
an impressive showing
at the Ice Breaker, finish-
ing round robin play with
a strong 3-1 record. The
Panthers rolled through
early competition with
wins over the Northshore
Thundercats (7-3), Hearst
HLK (9-0), and Cochrane
Chargers (15-3), before
falling 4-1 to the PMHA
Jr. Gold Kings in their fi-
nal round robin matchup.

The Grade 7/8 Boys Champs were Bray (Lakeview), Devon (La
Renaissance) and Rowan (Charles C. McLean)!.

boys’ event- Memphis
(Pontiac), Alex and Arlo
(Charles C. McLean).

In the Grade 7/8 girls’
race it was Emma
(Charles C. McLean) Brid-
get (La Renaissance) then
Daisy (Pontiac). For the
boys’: Bray (Lakeview),
Devon (La Renaissance)
and Rowan (Charles C.
McLean)!

That is a wrap for the
elementary cross-country
season. Congratulations
to all those who trained
and raced the tough-
est sport! Coming up on
Thursday this week is
the annual Flag Football
Championship in Mani-
towaning.

Panther Points!

The Ull Manitoulin
Panthers played their
hearts out at their first
tournament outing, the
Porcupine Ice Breaker in
Timmins, making it all
the way to semi-finals on
Sunday in a hard-fought
battle. This team contin-

A good sport is good for sports
chipstoquips@gmail.com

Their efforts earned
them a second-place fin-
ish in their division and
a spot in the semifinals,
where they faced the
Thundercats once again.
In a hard-fought back and
forth battle, the Panthers
came up just short, falling
6-5 in a nail-biter.

Our U18 Lady Panthers
were in Kapuskasing for
the first Superweekend
of the 25/26 NOWHL sea-
son. The ladies proved

themselves to be a power-
ful force as they swept all
four games in this series.
The Manitoulin Lady
Panthers beat the Nipi-
gon Elks, the host team
Kapuskasing Jaguars, the
Almaguin Gazelles and
the North Bay Jr. Lakers.
The future looks bright
for all the Panthers! Keep
up the hard work, all.

MANITOULIN

OFF-GRID SYSTEMS

WIDE SELECTION OF SOLAR PANELS, MOUNTING SYSTEMS,

INVERTERS, CONTROLLERS, BATTERY BANKS & CABLES,

GENERATORS & LITHIUM ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS

705-859-2933

Off-6rid Solutions since 1999

Belisle Law

Jessica Belisle Professional Corporation

Providing services in
criminal defence, exclusively.

You have the right to speak to a lawyer.
For rights to counsel, call: 705-987-0262
For intakes, call: 705-759-9688

www.saultdefencelaw.ca

EINNI HOTEL

Dining  Bar * Catering - Rooms

Downtown Little Current « 705-368-2023

ANANASIANSIINNANNAINNNNNNN

RESTAURANT HOURS:
SUNDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM
MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 9 AM - 8 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 9 AM - 9 PM

BAR HOURS:
SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 4 PM - 9 PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 4 PM - 10 PM
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Very scary stuff!
The Mindemoya Pioneer Museum grounds were transformed into a terrifying walking trail!
The event was presented by the Central Manitoulin Lions club with all proceeds raised from
the event going to the Central Manitoulin Historical Society.
photo by Tom Sasvari

A hall packed with ghosts ‘n goblins!

The Gore Bay community hall was packed last Friday evening as the Gore Bay community
spirit and events group presented a ‘family Halloween dance.” The many youngsters, and
adults, dressed up in their favourite Halloween costumes. There were prizes handed out
for best spot dancers and best costumed family.

photo by Tom Sasvari

Ensure all costumes are flame resistant.
Facial masks should be breathable and
have strong visibility.

To avoid tripping hazards, don’t let
costumes drag on the ground.
Costumes should have reflective
markings or have your child carry a
flashlight to be seen.

Use non-toxic face paint rather than
masks with low visibility.

Create a buddy system! An adult should

accompany young children.

Do not enter cars or homes - only
accept treats on the doorstep.

Keep children on the sidewalk or path,
and don'’t let them run across the street
or to the next house alone. Always walk

Ensure an adult examines the candy
before being eaten, and avoid eating
candy that was already opened.

day.

The healing power of music

Anthony Barr of Sacred Sevens plays one of his many flutes during this past week’s Holistic
Fair at the Manitoulin Hotel and Conference Centre. The fair was packed throughout the

photo by Michael Erskine

Billings to celebrate volunteers

by Tom Sasvari
KAGAWONG—The Town-
ship of Billings will honour

those who make a differ-
ence in the community.

The volunteer appreci-
ation committee has re-
ceived support from coun-
cil.

“This is a very good
thing to develop. We have
so many good volunteers
in the community,” said
Councillor Michael Hunt.

The community volun-
teer appreciation commit-
tee had put forward a re-
quest to council to allocate
$2,000 towards a volunteer
recognition ceremony.

Mayor Bryan Barker
explained, “the township
has a new volunteer recog-
nition committee, and the
committee terms of refer-
ence were adopted by coun-
cil at their October 7 coun-
cil meeting. The committee
has since started meeting
and has an initial proposal
for council to consider.”

“The committee is look-
ing to host a recognition
event in mid-December,”
continued Mayor Barker.
“Preliminary planning in-
cludes a wine and cheese
type event for approx-
imately 100 attendees.
Along with the volunteer
recognition event would be
the firefighter and employ-
ee service recognition.”

Veronique Dion, CAO/
clerk of Billings pointed
out the committee request
of $2,000 is for preparation
of the event, the prepara-
tion of a plaque and recog-
nition items for the volun-
teer award recipients.

The volunteer recogni-
tion categories include:
arts and culture. Awarded
for their valuable contri-
bution to the development,
support, preservation or
promotion of culture, mu-
sic, visual, performing or
literary art; outstanding
community group award
for their outstanding vol-
untary contribution to the

well-being of the communi-
ty; senior volunteer-award-
ed to individuals over the
age of 60 who demonstrate
a true commitment to the
community and their vol-
unteer work; youth volun-
teer-awarded to an indi-
vidual 21 years of age and
under who demonstrates
a true commitment to the
community and their vol-
unteer work; historical
pillar of the communi-
ty-for an individual who
has supported, and has
brought recognition of the
community through their
efforts over the course of
a lifetime; mayor’s volun-
teer service-awarded for
exemplary behaviour, and
contributions to enhance
or improve the community
and the lives of residents
within it.

Ms. Dion explained the
committee chose the seven
volunteer recognition cate-
gories this year and will be
advertising in The Manito-
ulin Expositor for nomina-
tions from members of the
public. She pointed out the
committee will next meet
on November 12 to con-
sider all the nominations
and are tentatively look-
ing at December 12 for the
awards recognition event
to take place.

Council approved the re-
quest from the committee.

In a social media post
the township wrote, “if you
know someone from Bill-
ings that merits formal rec-
ognition for their volunteer
work in any of these cate-
gories, please send in their
name and a short outline of
why you feel they deserve
the award. Nominations
will be accepted until No-
vember 11, and can be sent
to the Township at deputy-
clerk@billingstwp.ca or in
person or by mail at 15 Old
Mill Road, Kagawong, On-
tario POP IJO.
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..Inquest into Wiikwemkoong man’s death at Sudbury Jail reveals system failures

...continued from page 3

pneumonia and septicemia—a catastrophic blood infec-
tion.

The ongoing coroner’s inquest, which concluded its
testimony October 23, is not about blame, but about pre-
vention. Over five days of evidence, jurors heard from
nurses, doctors, correctional staff and experts in infec-
tious disease. What emerged was a portrait of a system
strained to breaking—short-staffed, digitally outdated
and medically unprepared for the complexities of ill-
ness in custody.

Dr. Martin Queen, the Sudbury-based forensic pa-
thologist who performed the autopsy, told the jury that
Mr. Trudeau’s lungs were “three to four times the nor-
mal weight,” heavy with infection. “Normally lungs
are light and airy,” he said. “These were dense and
firm, filled with pus and fluid.” He found no evidence
of trauma or rib injuries, despite Mr. Trudeau’s earli-
er complaint of rib pain—pain Dr. Queen now suspects
came from the pneumonia already “brewing” when he
entered the jail.

Dr. Queen described MRSA as a “smart bacteria,”
one that has evolved to resist common antibiotics. “It’s
found on the skin or in the nose of about one in three
people,” he said. “Most never know it’s there. But in
crowded, unhygienic conditions like jails, it can turn
deadly.”

According to Dr. Queen, Mr. Trudeau’s infection like-
ly developed over five to seven days before his death—
meaning he was already ill when he was admitted on
February 8, 2021. Because of pandemic restrictions,
new inmates were placed in 14-day isolation. No nurse
was available for intake that day, so Mr. Trudeau was
examined the next morning. He reported rib pain and
methadone use for opioid addiction, and had a mild fe-
ver.

A nurse later noted a wound on his hand and swabbed
it for bacteria. Test results returned positive for Group
A streptococcus, and an on-call physician—working
virtually—prescribed an antibiotic known to treat
drug-resistant strains. But the infection spreading
through Mr. Trudeau’s body was far worse.

By February 12, his temperature had dropped into
hypothermic range—a red flag for sepsis. Dr. Dominik
Mertz, an infectious disease specialist from Hamilton,
told the jury that this reading should have triggered
immediate reassessment. “A low temperature can be
a sign of severe sepsis,” he said. “If repeated and con-
firmed, it’s a medical emergency.” Instead, there was
no follow-up.

When asked how Mr. Trudeau’s pneumonia could
have been detected, Dr. Queen said simply, “A stetho-
scope.” Listening to the chest, or a routine blood test,

might have revealed the infection early enough to in-
tervene.

Every medical witness who testified—including nurs-
es Meaghan Kallio, Chantal Shambrook and Tammy
French—called for the same reforms: 24-hour on-site
nursing care and digital medical records that follow in-
mates between institutions. Ms. Shambrook described
pandemic restrictions as “crippling,” limiting nurses’
ability to move between units and assess patients.

Ms. French, now the jail’s health care manager, told
jurors that the complexity of inmates’ medical needs
has risen sharply in recent years. “Patient acuity is
about 200 times greater than when I started,” she said.
“We have far more anxiety, depression, concurrent dis-
orders, addictions, mental health.”

For Indigenous peoples, those realities are magnified.
Despite making up roughly five percent of Canada’s

...continued on page 11
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...Rainbow Board passes motion supporting role of school trustees

...continued from page 3

Kosmerly. “It is import-
ant people stand up for
democracy.” She said par-
ents in other areas of the
province are speaking out

about what is being pro-
posed, but not all areas,
including smaller com-
munities may not under-
stand the implications of

“I will be opposing the

motion,” said Trustee
Anita Gibson. “I under-
stand the intent, but find
it is premature and under-
mine our position. At this
stage no formal process
has been brought forward
by the ministry. Trustees
do not have enough infor-
mation as to what is being
looked at, to respond.”
Trustee Judy Hunda
said that she would be
supporting the motion.
“I believe that the mem-

~.PomeGran

...continued from page 3

households, businesses
and communities. While
PomeGran remains the
corporate entity driving
investment, partnerships,
and national strategy
NIVO is the customer-fac-
ing brand dedicated to
serving families, small
businesses, seasonal res-
idents and Indigenous
communities across rural
Canada.

NIVO represents more
than technology. The
brand reflects values of

bers of the public don’t
necessarily know what
is being proposed. To see
that legislation could hap-
pen without consultation
is not proper. I am also a
long-time trustee. My pri-
ority is looking after the
students, teachers/staff,
parents.” She said the
board should not wait un-
til legislation comes down
from the province before
taking action. “I definite-
ly approve sending the let-

ter to let the government
know we are not in favour
with the changes being
proposed, that trustees
are important and that
they help make a differ-
ence in education.”

“The (OPSBA) north-
ern conference was a re-
ally good meeting,” said
Trustee Hunda. “The
majority of trustees from
other boards feel the same
as we do. I want to thank
OPSBA for bringing this

forward.”

It was pointed out by
RDSB chair David Far-
row that for the motion
brought forward to be
approved it would need
two-third majority of the
board

The motion to send the
letter was favoured by the
board, although Trustee
Gibson was opposed.

launches rural internet services brand

ties, while its name and
tagline, “Life is looking
up,” signal optimism and
progress. With NIVO,
PomeGran is making fi-
bre connectivity acces-
sible in a way that feels
local, human and lasting.

“With NIVO, we are
introducing a brand that
is confident, modern and
rooted in rural Canada.
Our promise is simple,
to empower communi-
ties with the connectivity
they need to thrive,” stat-
ed Joe Hickey, president
of PomeGran.

“Access to reliable
high-speed internet is not
a luxury; it is essential
infrastructure for every
community In Canade. I
have seen firsthand how
connectivity opens doors
for education, healthcare,
and economic develop-
ment in rural and Indig-
enous communities. The
launch of NIVO is an im-
portant step forward, en-
suring that more families
and businesses can fully
participate in Canada’s
digital future,” said the
Honourable Gudie Hutch-

ings, former minister of
rural economic develop-
ment, government of Can-
ada.

Ogimaa Tim Ominika
said, “Wiikwemkoong Un-
ceded Territory, through
our community-owned
provider FirstTel, is
proud to partner with
PomeGran to strengthen
broadband across North-
ern Ontario. Together,
we are advancing con-
nectivity that empowers
Indigenous communities
and supports long-term
growth.”

trust, trgnsparer_lcy, and .
community, designed to __ Bjg Buck Roundup back for another year
resonate with the people

and regions it serves. Its ...continued from page 3

visual identity draws in- ) ) By entering the contest, you could be
spiration from Canada’s Email photos of you with your deer by  eligible for $100 gift certificate from Up

landscapes and the resil- the deadline of 5 pm on Sunday, Novem- Top Sport Shop in Mindemoya, with
ience of rural communi- ber 23. Along with your photo, please gecond prize being a $50 gift certificate,
include your name and address, where again from Up Top Sports.

you harvested the deer and the season in Send photos and information to tom@
which it was harvested, how big the deer manitoulin.com

is, including its weight and the number

of points.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

The Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands-is now offering hybrid
meetings. Come and jain us in the Council Chamberslocated at
14 Water Street.or join us via Zoom by using thefollowing:

Meeting # 489 313 1974 or call 1-587-328-1099

Our Council meetings are held on the first and third
Tuesday and Thursday of the month. For a full copy of the agenda,
please visit our website at: www.townofnemi.on.ca

Rylan Carrick of Mindemoya
was last year’s big winner in
Tom’s Big Buck Roundup.

NEMI Rec Centre Activities

Talk and Tea Series
Nov 18th — Pros and Cons of Reverse Mortgages
Nov 25th — Downsizing and Decluttering
At 1:00 pm upstairs at the NEMI Rec Centre

All workshops in this series are free and include refreshments.
Email lhallaert@townofnemi.on.ca to register

Winter Parking Reminder

Please be reminded that, as per our Traffic Control By-law, parking on all
municipal roadways is prohibited effective November st of each year until
March 31st of the following year between the hours of 2:00 am and 7:00 am.
PARKING TICKETS WILL BE ISSUED

NEMI RECREATION CENTRE
The ice is in and we are ready for your ice rentals.
Please contact the arena at
rtaylor@townofnemi.on.ca to book your time.

AP A SR

Christmas Market at the Centennial Museum

November 28th and 29th
Still a couple spots available!
Email: lhallaert®@townofnemi.on.ca

el

: 200G

Save the date!
Start getting your floats ready...
Santa Claus Parade is on December 6th.

Employment Opportunity
The Town is looking for a community-minded individual for the position.of
SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD
Please call Pam for more information: 705-368-3500, ext. 228

Happy Halloween!
From:Mayor MacNeviniand Council.
Keep our children safe..
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...Dr. Deborah McGregor takes Canada Excellence Chair at Calgary U.

...continued from page 1

live well with the Earth in
an age of climate and eco-
logical crisis? Dr. McGre-
gor will explore answers
that honour both scien-
tific and Anishinaabe
knowledge working to-
ward a model of planetary
well-being rooted in jus-
tice for all life.

“l hold a Canada Ex-
cellence Research Chair
at the University of Cal-

Dr. Deborah McGregor

gary, which allows me to
dedicate most of my time
to research,” she says.
“My focus is what I call
planetary well-being — it
brings together every-
thing I’ve worked on over
the years: climate justice,
biodiversity, and water
governance.

I use the term plane-
tary well-being instead
of ‘planetary health’ be-
cause that field often sep-
arates people from the

natural world. Indigenous
knowledge doesn’t do that
— it understands that our
well-being and the plan-
et’s well-being are inter-
connected.”

Before her appointment
in Calgary, Dr. McGre-
gor served as the Canada
Research Chair in Indig-
enous Environmental
Justice at York Univer-
sity, cross-appointed to
Osgoode Hall Law School
and the Faculty of Envi-

...clients of Espanola’s Dodge landfill relieved

...continued from page 1

what we have here is not
collecting garbage from
industrial, condomini-
ums, but earthworks.”

“I was told write a
heartfelt letter on how
this process would affect
our business,” said Mr.
Dodge. “The manager

said the law on this, but
they can help me. Noth-
ing is carved in stone yet,
but we are close. They are
looking at our logics.”

Mr. Dodge had previ-
ously explained his land-
fill financial assurance
obligation, money set
aside for future closure of
the landfill, was recently

increased by 70 percent
by MECP. This hike is
based not on-site condi-
tions, but on MECP’s use
of the non-residential
construction price index
(NR-CPI) which reflects
costs of urban building
projects like condomini-
ums, plumbing, electrical
trades, steel and concrete,

..Inquest into Wiikkwemkoong man’s death

...continued from page 9

population, Indigenous people account
for over 30 per cent of those incarcerat-
ed in provincial and federal institutions.
The proportion is even higher for Indige-
nous women. Centuries of displacement,
residential schools, and state-sanctioned
child removal have left deep intergener-
ational trauma—trauma now often crim-
inalized instead of cared for.

Many of those who enter jail, like Mr.
Trudeau, carry untreated mental health
conditions, addictions and histories of
violence or poverty—symptoms of sys-
temic neglect that the justice system is
ill-equipped to heal. In Northern jails
especially, where staffing shortages are
chronic and health care is patchwork,
the line between illness and punishment
blurs into something that can be seen as
more cruel.

Mr. Trudeau’s death, therefore, could
be not just the failure of antibiotics, but
of infrastructure—an echo of policies
that continue to fail Indigenous people
both inside and outside the walls.

The inquest closed with ceremony. El-
der Dorothy Fox of Wiikwemkoong Un-
ceded Territory opened and closed the
proceedings with Anishinaabe prayer,
grounding the process in respect and
accountability—a reminder that justice,
too, can be ceremony when institutions
have forgotten their humanity.

The jury will reconvene next week to
deliberate its recommendations—rec-
ommendations that, for Trudeau’s fam-
ily and community, may be the only jus-
tice left to find.

The inquest continues until October
29.

none of which are part of
landfill closure.

“Our site shouldn’t be
included in this, all we
have on our site is earth
works,” said Mr. Dodge.
He pointed out everything
is in place at the Espanola
site for expansion.

“MECP reviewers
locked in a once in a cen-
tury COVID era spike as
though it were the new
normal. They applied To-
ronto and Ottawa high-
rise construction costs
to a small-town landfill
in Espanola. That’s not
environmental protec-
tion, that’s bureaucratic
box-ticking. A landfill
isn’t a condo tower, and
MECP should know the
difference,” he had said.

He also explained previ-
ously, “We already have
a landfill financial assur-
ance obligation of $1.2
million, but this being
increased by 70 percent
with this change.”

ronmental Studies and
Urban Change. Over the
past decade, she has be-
come one of the country’s
most respected voices in
Indigenous environmen-
tal governance, co-editing
Indigenous Peoples and
Autonomy: Insights for

a Global Age and the An-
ishinaabewin conference
proceedings, while men-
toring dozens of students
and community based re-
searchers.

When asked about the

...continued on page 12

Remembrance Day
Service

Tuesday, November 11, 2025
at 11:00 AM
Kagawong Park Centre

Theme: 80th Anniversary of
the Ending of the Second World War

Silver Collection

Potluck lunch (finger foods)
following service

Sponsored by the Kagawong Cenotaph Board

ATTENTION

assistance regarding:

Awards

Anyone who has served in the military
(including WWII, Korea, SDA, Militia/Reserve
Forces, RCMP, still serving and dependants),
Royal Canadian Legion Service Bureau Officer
Sherry Culling
will be visiting branches in your area during the
week of

November 3rd, 2025

Anyone looking for information, advice or
» Veterans Affairs Canada Disability Pensions/

e Treatment for entitled Veterans
» Application For Poppy/Benevolent Funds

For appeals against unfavourable VAC decisions
to widows, it is recommended you contact the
Branch Service Officer at your Local Branch:
#177, Little Current, 705-368-2661. Ask for Kari.
A free service offered by the Legion.
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...Dr. Deborah McGregor takes Canada Excellence Chair

...continued from page 11

work being done around the person-
hood of water, efforts to grant water
personhood in Canada have primar-
ily involved Indigenous communi-
ties and environmental groups, Dr.
McGregor had this to say:

“A lot of this work began in New
Zealand, where rivers were grant-
ed legal personhood within British
common law systems,” Dr. McGre-
gor explains. “That kind of recogni-
tion changes how people see water
— not as property or a commodity,
but as a living being with its own
spirit and rights. It shifts us from a
mindset of ownership to one of rela-
tionship.”

“In Canada, we’re beginning
to see that same shift take root,”
she continues. “The Magpie River
in Quebec became the first in the
country to be granted legal person-
hood in 2021 — a landmark moment
for both the global rights of nature
movement and the Innu of Ekuanit-
shit First Nation. The river was rec-
ognized as having nine legal rights,
including the right to flow, to be
free from pollution, and even the
right to take legal action to defend
itself. These kinds of initiatives —
now extending to other waterways
like the Gatineau River — show
that change is possible when law

begins to reflect Indigenous world-
views that see water as a relative,
not a resource.”

For Dr. McGregor, that relation-
ship is ancient.

“For Indigenous people who’ve
lived around the Great Lakes for
thousands of years, the idea that
water has its own spirit, its own
personality, isn’t new. Our laws
and governance have always sup-
ported that understanding. Ceremo-
nies, songs, and teachings have long
recognized water as a being in rela-
tionship with us — it never needed
validation from common law.”

But in a country where Indige-
nous law remains largely unrecog-
nized, that understanding faces dai-
ly challenges.

“You see local efforts, like where
a municipality declared a river as
having rights. But without recog-
nition by the Canadian state, those
rights don’t hold up legally. Devel-
opment still goes ahead,” she says.
“In Canada, people are trying to
bring Indigenous and common law
into conversation — what some
call a deliberative lawmaking pro-
cess. It’s humans debating, creating
something new together. But spir-
itual law, the law of the land and
water, that’s not something we in-
vent — it’s something we respect,re-
member and act upon.”

Her new Chair builds directly on
that philosophy — that reconcili-
ation must extend beyond human
politics into ecological and spiritual
realms. Her work stands at the con-
fluence of Indigenous law and cli-
mate science, bringing Indigenous
perspectives into spaces where they
have long been sidelined.

“I work at the national level as
part of Canada’s climate assessment
process —as one of the lead authors
of the For our Future: Indigenous
Resilience Report, which is the
only standalone Indigenous climate
assessment in Canada,” she says.
“What I've learned through that
work is that the biggest challenges
we face — like climate change —
can’t be solved without Indigenous
knowledge. That knowledge has al-
ways existed, but it’s often excluded
from these conversations because it
doesn’t fit into the science dominat-
ed assessment frameworks.”

Dr. McGregor describes her re-
search not as the pursuit ofanswers,
but as a shared journey of question-
ing and learning collectively.

“As a researcher, I don’t assume
I have the answers. My job is to ask
questions and work with communi-
ties to figure things out together —
to document those voices to become

...continued on page 13

...Jllinois takes further steps to protect Great Lakes

...continued from page 3

state officials announced they had reached a deal on
September 30 for the two small upland parcels totaling
2.75 acres required for the project. The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources confirmed that state offi-
cials are developing a plan to investigate the site and
are reviewing whether any additional land is needed.

Earlier this month Illinois Governor JB Pritzker
joined six other Great Lakes governors in submitting
a letter to Congress, calling the project a “national pri-
ority” and urging lawmakers to provide full federal fi-
nancing, reported the Sun-Times.

The invasive carp, a family of fish which also includes

\_

iy

TRAGTORS

the bighead carp, black carp and grass carp, were first
confirmed in the Mississippi River about 50 years ago
and their populations have grown to the extent that if
they get into the Great Lakes experts fear that it could
wipe out the billion-dollar fishery.

For decades local, state-province and US and Canada
federal governments have worried the carp could by-
pass Chicago and breach the Great Lakes, potentially
reducing populations of native species that locals like
to fish. The feared spread could wreak havoc on the
world’s largest freshwater ecosystem and the multibil-
lion-dollar tourism, boating and fishing industries that
rely on it. Carp can out-eat and outgrow native fish.

i DEAL OF THE WEEK

_J

post hole digger

2016 KUBOTA B2650 WITH FRONT SNOWBLOWER

e Case International 685 $19900 « 2018 Kubota U55-4Gl $69,900
e John Deere X728 $19.995 « 2018 Kubota KX033 Series

« John Deere 4400 $39900  4GAX $69,995
o Kubota BI700 $10,900 « 2019 Kubota M7-2

o Kubota LX2610 $48900 Series M7-152P-KVT $129,000
e Kubota M5700 $49900 « 2021 )ohn Deere 5E Series 5055E

e Kubota MX5100 TLB $29,000 loader included $59,000
o Kubota M5-11 $§72,900 « 2021 )ohn Deere 1025R $31,900
o Kubota L3800 HST $33.995 « 2021 Kubota BX80

e 1979 John Deere 1020 $4.995 Series BX230 $29,995
o 2008 Case loader backhoe Call For Quote « 2023 Morton NC Trailer DT320

+ 2002 Kubota KX3300 $69,000 (power-tilt 300 range) $54,900
e 2013 John Deere 12" o 2023 John Deere 1 Series 1025R $36,900

Call For Quote
2014 Land Pride AFM 4211

. $6,995

2015 Honda TRS 425 Rancher ~ $2,795 @

e 2015 Kubota L6060HSTCC $62,895

o 2016 Kubota B2650 w/ front n
snowblower $49995

« 2016 Kubota SVL-90-2 $69,000 Btk

« 2018 Kubota KX080-4S $99.900 | ¥

e 2018 Vermeer 664 Rancher $25,600 1975 - 2025

e 2018 Kubota KX080-4S $110,000

2024 Kubota K Series KX030-4 $65,000

Family owned and operated
business, focused on providing
high quality products and

exceptional customer service. We
are celebrating our 40th
anniversary in business.

30 CALABOGIE ROAD, ECHO BAY, ON POS 1C0
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Happy 60th wedding
anniversary!

Many family and friends helped Hugh
and Mollyanne McLaughlin celebrate
their 60th anniversary at the Waters Edge
Restaurant in Gore Bay on Saturday,
October 18. “It was a wonderful event,
well organized and it was great to see
so many friends and family,” said Mr.
McLaughlin. After a come and go tea
held in the afternoon, about 50 members
of the family and friends were served an
excellent dinner, followed by the cutting
of the anniversary cake, a traditional
dance for the couple and everyone
taking part in a dance later that evening.

...Dr. Deborah McGregor, Canada Excellence Chair

...continued from page 12

part of the broader conversations that
seek solutions. Indigenous peoples al-
ready know how to survive destruction;
our stories and laws hold that memory.”

She pauses when speaking of those
stories — the ones that survived every-
thing.

“Every time the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) or the
Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversi-
ty and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) re-
leases a global assessment, the message
is the same — we’re at a tipping point,
we need transformation to change the
direction we are going not just tweaks to
the status quo or business as usual,” she
says. “In my work, I always return to our
creation stories. That’s where our laws
and assumptions about your relation-
ship with the natural world come from,
and those stories always hold hope, even
in the darkest times. There’s always a
way through — usually with help from
the natural world.”

Hope, in her view, is not naiveté — it’s
responsibility.

“Our stories remind us that humans

don’t have all the answers. That’s a con-
troversial thing to say in scientific cir-
cles — people get uncomfortable when
you suggest that the natural world itself
carries knowledge. But that’s exactly
what our stories teach. The animals, the
birds, the waters — they’ve always been
our teachers. The solutions have never
been just human ones.”

Through her teaching, publications,
and community-based collaborations,
Dr. McGregor continues to build the in-
tellectual and spiritual groundwork for
a future where climate science and In-
digenous knowledge and law meet — not
as competing systems, but in relation to
each other.

Her appointment marks a turning
point not just for academia, but for the
country: a recognition that survival in
the climate era requires more than inno-
vation — it requires humility, relation-
ship, and remembering.

The work of Dr. Deborah McGregor
moves steadily like the river for which
her community is named, toward that
remembering — toward a time when
law, science, and spirit once again speak
the same language.
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A trip down Islanders’ memory lanes to past Jays triumphs

...continued from page 1

to attend the World Series
Game six on Saturday,
October 23, 1993,” said Mr.
Murdock. “We jumped
at the chance. The eight
of us, which also includ-
ed Tom Sasvari, the late
Werner Dittmar and Matt
Whalen (who now lives
off-Island) headed out to
Toronto Friday afternoon
for the Saturday evening
game.”

“One thing I can re-
member is how the other
staff at the school were
so good to us,” stated Mr.
Tribinevicius. “Fern Pat-
terson, the school prin-
cipal and the rest of the

teaching staff let us out of
school a few hours early
totravel to Toronto. Other
teachers filled in for us.”

The whole crew got into
a van and headed to To-
ronto. Tickets had been
arranged by Mr. Shaffer,
who had a contact at a bus
travel agency in Sudbury.
Each member of the crew,
had paid $150 in total for
the bus trip (which they
didn’t take), the ticket to
the game and accommo-
dations at a hotel.

“Before the game, six of
us went down to the field
level as the Phillies were
warming up,” said Mr.
Wiggins. “I remember Al

was like a little kid when
they see something new
and exciting. His eyes
were as big as saucers.
We were watching the
Phillies warmup and one
of their relief pitchers,
(Mitch) ‘Wild Thing’ (Wil-
liams) was close by and Al
started yelling and calling
him over to sign an auto-
graph, and he (Williams)
did.”

“I don't remember
all of that, but I'm pret-
ty sure I got his (Wild
Thing) autograph,” said
Mr. Tribinevicius. “But
I don’t know where I put
the program he signed. I
still have it somewhere,

and I also have a pennant
too from the game. They
are probably in one of the
boxes in my basement
along with some other
souvenirs from a game
my daughter took me to
on Father’s Day about 15
years ago.”

As for the game, the
Blue Jays scored three
runs in the first inning,
and when Paul Molitor
hit a solo home run in
the bottom of the fifth in-
ning the Blue Jays had a
four-run lead, 5-1, and the
52,195 fans in a delirious
SkyDome (now the Rogers
Centre) were certain the
Jays would coast to a win
and their second straight
World Series champion-
ship.

However, the Phillies
had other ideas, scoring
five runs in the seventh
inning. Lenny ‘Nails’
Dykstra hit a three-run
homerun to cut the Jays
lead to one, and Phila-
delphia scored two more
runs to take the lead 6-5.

The Blue Jays couldn’t
score in the seventh or
the eighth inning, al-
though they had the bases
loaded at one point in the
eighth inning.

“It wasn’t looking
good,” said Mr. Shaffer. “I
remember we were all sit-
ting there talking about
if, and how, we were go-
ing to get tickets for game
seven (which would have
taken place the next eve-
ning).”

“The four of us teach-
ers were telling Mark he
would have to call Fern
(Patterson) and tell her
we may be late for school
on Monday, because it
looked like we might have
to find tickets and go to
the game Sunday night,”
said Mr. Wiggins.

Great Blue Jays memories!

This group of Manitoulin Island

friends, from left Mark Olacke (who now lives in southern
Ontario), the late Werner Dittmar, Bruce Wiggins, Wayne
Murdock and Steve Shaffer attended game six of the 1993
World Series, which the Blue Jays won, marking the last time
they won the championships. Missing from photo is Tom Sasvari

and Matt Whalen.

The tickets for Games 1 and 6 which cost a whopping $58 each.

“Everyone in the stadi-
um went from being de-
spondent when the Jays
got behind... then Joe
Carter’s homerun and it
was all over,” stated Mr.
Tribinevicius.

Rickey Henderson led
off the ninth inning with a
walk by ‘Wild Thing’ Wil-

liams. Paul Molitor (who
would go on to win the
World Series Most Valu-
able Player award) sin-
gled, moving Henderson
to second. The tying run
was now in scoring posi-
tion and the World Series

...continued on page 13
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winning run was at first
as Joe Carter came to the
plate.

Williams fell behind in
the count 2-and-0, only to
even the count at 2-and-2.
It was at that point that
Joe Carter took the next
pitch down and in and hit
it over the left field fence,
a walk-off homerun and
World Series win for the
Blue Jays.

“It looked like Williams
tried to throw the pitch
so hard, he threw himself
onto the ground,” said Mr.
Wiggins.

“I remember not know-
ing at first if it cleared
the fence,” said Mr. Shaf-
fer. “It was a line drive, it
got out quickly, and from
where we were sitting
(section 533 seats) I didn’t
see it go out at first.”

For Halloween in 1992,
Expositor  publisher Alicia
McCutcheon, with the help of
mom Julia, dreamed up this
autographed World Series
Jays baseball costume, which
garnered her a first-place at
the LCPS Halloween parade.

“The noise in the sta-
dium was unreal when
Carter hit the homer,”
said Mr. Sasvari, who
had also attended the first
game of the series with
Mr. Shaffer and Grant
Cory. “I have never heard
anything that loud, it was
like two people screaming
in your ears at the same
time. And the celebration
seemed to go on forever
inside and outside the sta-
dium. It was awesome.”

“We all stayed in the
stadium for quite awhile
afterward,” said Mr. Wig-
gins. “When we got out-
side the stadium there
was a guy on drums, play-
ing the song ‘Wild Thing.’
People were throwing
five- and 10 dollar bills at
him hand over fist.”

All eight Islanders start-
ed out making the long
walk back to the hotel
which was several blocks
away, even walking past
one street, where the To-
ronto Star reported the
next day there may have
been one million people
in that one area, said Mr.

Wiggins.
“People were hanging
from streetlights, and

there were cops on horses
all over the place,” said
Mr. Wiggins.

“I remember the crowd
on Yonge Street—it was
packed and everyone was
so happy,” said Mr. Shaf-
fer.

Mr. Wiggins pointed
out along with people on
lamps and streetlights,
all the streetcars were
stopped on streets and
people could even be seen
on top of them. “It was

just an amazing scene.”
“Before 1 sat down to
write this story, I watched
a video of Joe hitting that
homer,” said Mr. Sasvari.
“I get goosebumps every
time I see it. It was some-
thing that I'm sure none
of us will ever forget. It

was unbelievable.”

“The 1993 team seemed
very similar to the 2025
Blue Jays in that they all
made contributions at the
right time to make essen-
tial plays: and the play-
ers really supported each
other,” said Mr. Murdock.

“Along with most fans, I
remember how the crowd
erupted when Joe Carter
hit his home run to win
the series.”

“Looking at the ticket
I have, I can’t believe the
price for attending game
six ofthe World Series was

only 58 bucks Canadian,”
said Mr. Murdock. “We
were lucky tickets were
affordable back then for
once in a lifetime events.
Times have changed.”
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...Island municipal fire services embrace new provincial regulations

...continued from page 1

national benchmarks for
training, knowledge and
safety. It’s a move that
many in the fire service
agree is long overdue,
though the path toward
compliance is proving
much steeper and chal-
lenging for rural and
northern departments
that rely heavily on vol-
unteers.

For Assiginack Town-
ship Fire Chief and
Councillor Dwayne EI-
liot, the issue isn’t about
whether certification is
necessary, it’s about how
small, volunteer-based

departments are ex-
pected to meet the same
standards as large, full-
time services with vastly
greaterresources. “Ifully
support certification be-
cause it keeps everyone
safe,” Fire Chief Elliot
told The Expositor. “The
motion provided a means
and resources to help
track training across the
province,” Fire Chief El-
liot said. “But some of
the stipulations aren’t
fully understood.” Fire
Chief Elliot, who also
sits on township council,
says the regulation has
prompted heated discus-
sions locally. “At coun-

Christmas market
in M’Chigeeng ; =

Saturday, November 8 a

10 am -

<

3 pm

M’Chigeeng Complex, Hwy 551

See ‘Island Summer Market’ on Facebook for details

cil, it was suggested that
we ought to go against
this requirement man-
date,” he said, noting
the township received
a resolution from the
Township of Brudnell,
Lyndoch and Raglan,
opposing the mandato-
ry firefighter -certifica-
tion requirements. “But
I didn’t, and still don’t
think that’s a good thing.
I fully support the proper
certification of our guys.
It ensures that everyone
is safe, and that extends
to the people we serve.”
At an Assiginack town-
ship council meeting
last week, where council
looked at the resolution
from the Township of
Brudnell, Lyndoch and
Raglan, council passed
a resolution to support
the implementation of
the mandatory firefight-
er certification, under-
standing that there will
be additional expendi-
tures for training and
related costs; and fur-
thermore that the coun-
cil respectfully requests
that the legislation be

What we do:

or business

Visit us!

Inquiries?

Dandelion Furniture Studio

Reclaiming, Restoring and Re-imagining Furniture of All Kinds.

* Repair/restore/refinish furniture from your home, cottage

» Utilize earth-friendly practices
+ Work with wood, laminates, veneer and more

* Purchase and customization from my curated studio inventory
« Kitchen cabinet painting (initial consult required)

» Dining chair reupholstery (coming November 2025)

* Serving Manitoulin, Espanola and the Greater Sudbury Area!

@dandelionfurniturestudio

Call at (249) 997-1030,
or email dandelionfurnitureco@gmail.com

amended to provide a
two-year extension, from
July 1, 2026 until July 1,
2028, for the certification
requirements. The coun-
cil also requests that the
current two-year peri-
od for full certification
from the date of hire be
removed to better ac-
commodate the realities
faced by volunteer fire-
fighters.

Councillor Elliott said,
“There were some mu-
nicipalities looking for
support to not implement
the regulations at all. I
don’t agree with that,”
he said, indicating he is
in support of a two-year
extension.

“I think it is fair to pro-
vide for a two-year exten-
sion (on the regulations

implementation) side,”
said Councillor Janice
Bowerman.

A letter and resolu-
tion from the Township
of Larder Lake request-
ing an extension of cer-
tification deadlines of
two years also appeared
before Billings council
last week. Crystal Lab-
be, CAO/Clerk-treasurer
for Larder Lake wrote in
part, “training programs
for many of these service
specific certifications
are still not available or
are only in pilot while
there remains a large de-
mand for these programs.
The province cannot rea-
sonably expect volun-
teer firefighters, many
of whom work full-time
jobs, to independently
develop training pro-
grams that meet the stan-
dards required to pass
certification exams. This
places an undue burden
on small municipalities
and risks compromising
the intent of the regula-
tion. We have enclosed a
formal resolution passed
by our council, which
outlines our concerns
and respectfully requests
that the province extend
the certification dead-
line to a minimum of two

years beyond the final re-
lease date.”

“Veronique (Dion)
(township CAO/clerk)
had a conversation with
our fire chief (Martin
Connell) on this,” said
Billings Mayor Bryan
Barker.

“Our fire chief is in fa-
vour of the extension of
the regulations for two
years because there is
not enough testing offi-
cers in place to perform
all the (training) require-
ments,” said Ms. Dion.
Billings passed a reso-
lution supporting the
Larder Lake motion to
request an extension of
the regulation period for
two years.

Safety, however, isn’t
the only consideration
in this process. Meeting
the province’s training
and testing require-
ments within the coming
months is a logistical
and financial challenge,
which Fire Chief Elliot
says is compounded by
the limited availabili-
ty of training centres in
Northern Ontario. “It’s
been very challenging
to get assistance and ac-
cess to training resourc-
es, such as the centre in
Azilda,” he explained.
“Sudbury wants to en-
sure that they can get
all of their men done on
time as well, which lim-
its our access. Thank-
fully, the OFN is willing
to send their trailer and
extra hands to help get
this done. But as you can
imagine, those services
are in high demand as ev-
eryone is scrambling to
get this done on time and
there are only so many
of them.” (The trailer, in
fact, was on-site in Lit-
tle Current last week for
training.)

Without enough re-
gional training capac-
ity, many small-town
departments are caught
in a tight squeeze. “If we
were to try and get our
everyone done in-house,

it would easily take two
years to get them educat-
ed and trained enough
to challenge the certifi-
cations for both Levels 1
and 2,” he added. “This
kind of timeline makes
it really hard for small-
er stations in Northern
Ontario because we sim-
ply don’t have access to a
lot of the resources that
others in the province
have.”

At present, Fire Chief
Elliot has four certified
firefighters on his ros-
ter, but nine more who
still need to complete
the programing. Send-
ing volunteers away for
multi-week courses isn’t
always realistic. “We
could potentially send
people to facilities north
of Sault Ste. Marie or to
North Bay,” he said, “but
the time constraints as
well as the costs of doing
this are pretty prohibi-
tive.”

Across Manitoulin Is-
land, the story is much
the same. In Gore Bay,
Fire Chief and Commu-
nity Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator Mike
Addison says his depart-
ment got an early start
but still faces systemic
challenges. “We’re doing
pretty well with this,”
Fire Chief Addison said.
“We were onboard early.
We have several people
who could potentially
get certified by March or
April. Right now, we’re
trying to get something
going for Island-wide
training to help get ev-
eryone up to par on
what’s being asked.”

Fire Chief Addison
says that coordination
among Island depart-
ments could help close
the gap, but only if they
can secure access to of-
ficial evaluators. “The
issue remains that we
don’t have any region-
al training to help,” he
explained. “Myself and

...continued on page 18
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...continued from page 16

a few of the other fire chiefs have been around long
enough that we can probably train guys to Levels 1
and 2, but we’re not allowed to fully certify our own
firemen. They need to be tested by an outside evalua-
tor to prevent any conflicts of interest.”

That rule, while intended to preserve impartiality,
has created a province-wide bottleneck which many
services are lamenting. There are simply not enough
certified evaluators to go around. “Previously, there
was something called The Northern Program which
really helped to get people certified in the north, and
the cost was relatively cheap,” Fire Chief Addison re-
called. “But that has since been closed, and there are
no talks by the college to try and start something like
that again any time soon.”

The curriculum, based on the NFPA 1001 standards
used across North America, also adds complexity.
“The curriculum that they’re wanting taught isn’t
from Ontario, but from the United States,” Fire Chief
Addison said. “There’s nothing wrong with that, only
that it makes it harder to get training information

and resources here.”

Still, Fire Chief Addison doesn’t believe abandon-
ing the certification plan is the answer. “There have
been some places which have asked to have this cer-
tification push dropped,” he said, referring to munic-
ipalities lobbying the province for relief. “But I don’t
feel that’s the right call. We need people to be proper-
ly trained, and people deserve to be safe.”

His concern lies in the financial strain the regula-
tion places on small communities. “People can and
should have their internal and external certifica-
tions, which would satisfy these requirements,” he
said. “But the issue becomes one of time and finan-
cial costs, plus the lack of resources to get that kind
of thing done on time. If we have to send people out
of town to get the training, the costs could easily get
out of hand. Well over $3,500, and probably more like
$6,500 per firefighter. Most townships simply can’t af-
ford that kind of cost.”

Fire Chief Addison says Gore Bay currently has
two in-house trainers, and there are a few others scat-
tered across the Island. “If we can coordinate things
and get everyone on board, we can potentially make

2nd
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER e Day 1
Asha Frost (she/her) is an Indigenous Medicine Woman,
Entrepreneur and a member of the Chippewas of
Nawash First Nation. She is the best-selling author of
You are the Medicine, and has guided thousands of
people through profound and lasting transformation. As
a highly sought-after speaker, Asha leads from her Clan
teachings of the Crane — holding space from vision and
heart. Asha has blended her life experience in her work
as a homeopath, energy healer and mentor, with her
innate gifts and the wisdom of her Ancestors.
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ents—departing from Wikwemikong Arena.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER e Day 2
Angela Grier/Piioshksoopanskii (Comes Over Singing)
(Piikani/Blackfoot), is a registered Provisional Psychologist
residing in her traditional territory. Mohkinstsis (Calgary),
the Indigenous Initiative Lead for the CCPA National
Office, and a board member for the Parkland Institute. For
over 25 years, Angela has been working and supporting
First Nation/Indigenous peoples and communities
through direct and systematic experience, including
Indigenous psychology and counseling, Indigenous
and child/youth rights advocacy.

it work,” he said. “But we need to get some outside
people to certify everyone after we get them trained
and with this push, you can imagine that everyone
wants those guys to come, but there are only so many
of them to go around.”

The worst-case scenario, Fire Chief Addison warns,
is that if smaller departments can’t meet the dead-
lines, they could be forced to suspend operations.
“Perhaps if stations have to start closing, it will add
political pressure to extend the deadline,” he said
grimly. “But that’s a worst-case scenario which could
put communities at risk.”

Despite these concerns, Fire Chief Addison stress-
es that the new rules stem from a good place. “It’s
easy to see this thing as bad because of the time-
lines,” he said. “But the reality is that firemen were
getting hurt and some errors were made. That’s what
prompted this thing to go ahead, and I'm always for
the proper training of workers. It’s important that
people don’t lose sight of that and work with the sys-
tem to find a solution that will work for everyone and
keep people safe.”

In Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
(NEMI), Fire Chief Duane Deschamps is taking a pro-
active approach. “We're doing pretty good with this
so far,” Fire Chief Deschamps said. “Both myself and
my deputy are fully certified, and we can help train
people. Right now, the focus is on getting the rest of
the service certified as they need to be.”

NEMTI’s training program has long been rigorous,
Fire Chief Deschamps says, but the new regulation
formalizes it. “We have always had a good training
program here, and that hasn’t changed,” he said.
“But now, it has to be official, though our curriculum
already matches what is being asked. The only thing
which is outstanding is the Ontario Fire College’s
practical portions, which need to be signed off by an
official.”

To help other Island services, NEMI plans to host
a major training session this fall. “We’ll be hosting
an extensive fire training program at the end of No-
vember,” Fire Chief Deschamps said. “It ought to
be enough to get people their Level 1 and 2 certifi-
cations. It’s open to everyone on the Island and will
also extend to neighbouring services if they want to
participate.”

Fire Chief Deschamps notes that the grandfather-
ing process, which allowed experienced firefighters
to gain certification based on prior service, has now
ended leaving some behind. “That’s prevented some
people from being able to get certified because they
missed that window,” he said. “And also, what’s hap-
pened is that some of the older members are starting
to question if they will simply retire rather than hav-
ing to go through all of the testing and certification
process.”

The bigger concern, Fire Chief Deschamps says, is
the scope of the issue. “The real challenge here is that
the province consists of approximately 80 percent of
volunteer fire services,” he said. “It’s easy for people
to think that this is the minority of cases, but it’s eas-
ily the majority. So, it has the potential to impact a
lot of communities across the province, which makes
this a really important thing to get right.”

Under the regulation, firefighters must meet the
NFPA 1001 Level 1 and 2 standards, which outline
specific competencies for both interior and exterior
firefighting. These include everything from operat-
ing pumps and hoses to search and rescue procedures
and structural fire tactics. For many volunteers,
meeting these standards means hundreds of hours
of instruction and testing with nearly all of it being
unpaid.

Municipalities, meanwhile, must bear the cost of
training, travel and certification fees for these brave
citizens who take their communities safety upon
themselves. The Office of the Fire Marshal has per-
mitted local training under supervision, but the final
certification testing must be completed by a qualified
third-party evaluator. For isolated northern depart-
ments, the logistics of all of this can be quite formi-
dable to manage.

If departments cannot certify their members in
time, they may face restrictions on which services
they can legally provide, meaning slower response
times, fewer available responders, and reduced ca-
pacity to handle emergencies like structure fires,
motor vehicle collisions, or hazardous incidents. The
implications, therefore, extend far beyond fire hall
doors. For rural residents, the difference between a
fully staffed local department and one forced to scale
back could be measured in minutes and lives.

“This isn’t about resisting progress,” said Fire
Chief Elliot. “It’s about making sure the progress
we’re asked to make is possible.”

Fire Chief Addison agrees. “We want to do this
right,” he said. “But we also want to make sure our
communities don’t lose the very people who show up
when everything’s on the line.”

Across Manitoulin Island, fire chiefs share that
same hope that the province will recognize the re-
alities of Northern firefighting and allow for the
flexibility needed to keep both firefighters and their
communities safe. Because when the siren sounds, it
won’t be Queen’s Park that answers the call to action.
Rather it will be the countless and selfless volunteers
who put in the time to keep their friends, families,
and neighbours safe.
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Espanola’s Morningstar Restaurant and Catering is a family affair

by Margery Frisch

ESPANOLA—A Birch Is-
land couple has opened
a uniquely Indigenous
restaurant in Espanola.
With fry bread tacos and

scone dogs on the ever-ex-
panding menu, they're
adding another dimension
for diners in the area.
Nala Morningstar has
been catering for years. “It

was a side hustle, for extra
income,” Ms. Morningstar
explained. And for the last
couple of years, she and
her husband Leon have
been doing the powwow

Chantal Boucher.

Many thanks,
Dr. Stephen Cooper

To the Patients of Dr. Stephen Cooper

It has been my privilege and joy to be a physician in Little Current over
the last 33 years. | am fortunate to have the opportunity to try some

new projects, and will be closing my practice on December 31, 2025. | will
continue part-time in the emergency and nursing home while | transition
to full retirement. Ideally, | was hoping that we would be able to recruit a
physician to take over my practice. Unfortunately, despite advertising the
position for over a year, there have been no takers.

Our group has been fortunate to recruit physicians through a separate
program, who will be gradually assuming the care of my patients. In the
meantime, your name will be placed on a transfer list, to be assigned to
a new physician. You will continue to have access to the services and
clinicians in the FHT. | will assist in the transition with prescriptions and
ordering tests for patients until a colleague has assumed your care. My
patients in Whitefish River First Nation will gradually be transferred to Dr.

From left are: Daniel Morningstar, Tristan Peltier, Nala and Leon Morningstar and Melody Hester
taking a minute from their busy schedules to pose for a photo.

circuit with their out-
door fryers—their pop-up
kitchen, not always ideal
circumstances.

“When we were branch-
ing out to expand, we were
just looking for a bigger
kitchen to cater out of.
We saw this place, and we
didn’t really think we’d
get it.” But they did get it,
the building at 111 Centre
Street in downtown Es-
panola, home of the for-
mer Country Style donuts.
It’s been in their posses-
sion since May.

“So, what we recom-
mend is that everyone go
and learn a trade,” Ms.
Morningstar said, laugh-
ing. That’s what took so
long in getting the busi-
ness up and running -
the trades. “Everyone’s

so busy,” Ms. Morning-
star added, “but we’re so
thankful for the ones that
made time and helped us.
And we Kkept everything
local as much as possible
—local painters, plumbers,
electricians, security, the
signage.”

“There is no sign,” her
husband pointed out, and
the couple laughed. “We’re
still waiting for that.”

No doubt much stress
goes into planning and
executing an operation
like this, but husband and
wife were making jokes
about the entire process,
demonstrating a sense of
humour that has carried
them through it all.

“We want to stay open
8 am to 8 pm, that is the
goal, seven days a week,
but we also want to have
fun doing it. We don’t want
to stretch ourselves thin.
We don’t play that game —
how stressed can we get?
So, we're brainstorming.
How can we get that break-
fast cooked and how can
we find that balance, so
there’s not a bunch of staff
in the back crashing into
each other. We’re just re-
ally buckling down today
and reviewing that plan.
We're hoping that by No-
vember 1 we’ll be ready for
breakfast, and weekends.”

Ms. Morningstar does
most of the cooking. “I'm
training someone to make
the scones. I make all the
dough, but I'm training
them to roll them out the
way I like it.” She’s quick
to laugh and you can see
that having fun with this
new venture is seriously
important. “I do the soups
and the gravies and the
homestyle dishes,” she
says, “because I want it to
taste like my food until I
can teach someone how to
make it and put the prop-
er specs out for them and
maybe I can get a day off,”
and she laughed again. She
has plans to set up some
‘grab-and-go’ meal choic-
es. “We’ll have things for
single people and couples.
Then the families who
are just busy. There are
S0 many sports going on
in the area, I want to have

photo by Margery Frisch

trays they can bring home
and pop in the oven.”

Ms. Morningstar would
like to see the restaurant
become a hub; a place for
people to hold meetings
or workshops or evening
events. “We’'ve already
had a baby shower, a
birthday party and an-
other event is scheduled
in early November,” she
said. “Now that my staff
is finding their footing;
they’re doing really well. I
can focus on the catering,
what I love doing, what I
want to do.”

The Morningstar
Restaurant and Catering
Facebook page says they
are now open 10 am to 8
pm Monday to Friday and
the page will continue to
provide updates of hours
of operation and menus as
the restaurant grows with
increased staff. “We had 11
to start, now we are 13. We
need another dishwash-
er and a weekend cook.
We still have a few more
positions that need to be
filled,” Ms. Morningstar
said.

The unavoidable delays
that kept them from their
September soft opening,
with a grand opening ear-
ly October, did not stress
them out too much. “It was
okay, because everyone’s
not ‘seasoned.” We have
our baby chicks in here,
our kids are working here,
and the training has taken
time.” With five children
in their blended family on
staff, as well as a young
woman who had once been
in Ms. Morningstar’s fos-
ter care, the restaurant
is truly a family affair.
The laughter and fun the
parents demonstrated is
evident in the work envi-
ronment. It’s a fun place
to work and clearly a fun
place to eat.

Nala and Leon Morning-
star wish to express their
gratitude to the town of
Espanola for their gen-
erous welcome. “We had
so much support from
the local contractors and
the community,” said the
grateful business owners.
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...continued from page 6

On Tuesday, October 7 at
approximately 7:15 pm, offi-
cers with the Manitoulin OPP
responded to a report of an
injured youth at a communi-
ty event north of the town of
Massey. The injured youth was
transported to hospital with se-
rious life-threatening injuries.

The investigation was con-
ducted with assistance from
the Manitoulin OPP Crime Unit
and the Anishinabek Police Ser-
vice.

As a result of the investiga-
tion, Brandy Owl, 34 years old
from Massey, was charged with
criminal negligence causing
bodily harm.

The accused is scheduled to
appear before the Ontario Court
of Justice in Espanola on De-
cember 8.

Anyone with additional infor-
mation relating to this in-

Law & Order

theft of motor vehicle, and two
counts of failure to comply with
release order.

The accused was held in cus-
tody and is scheduled to appear
before the Ontario Court of Jus-
tice in Espanola on November
28.

Individual charged for
suspended driving and
improper tires
A driver is facing charges af-
ter police received a traffic co

plaint on Highway 17.

On Saturday, October 4, at ap-
proximately 11:30 am, the Man-
itoulin OPP received a traffic

complaint reporting a possible
impaired driver on Highway
17 in Baldwin township. Police
located the vehicle and conduct-
ed a traffic stop. As a result of
further investigation, police de-
termined that the driver was a
suspended driver.

The driver, a 42-year-old from
Webbwood, was charged with
driving while under suspen-
sion, driving while suspended
under HTA section 41/42, im-
proper tires.

The accused received a sum-
mons to appear in court, and a
45-day vehicle impound.

Driver arrested for impaired
operation after traffic stop for
speeding

A driver is facing impaired
charges after a traffic stop in
the town of Northeastern Man-
itoulin and the Islands (NEMI).

On Sunday, October 12 at ap-
proximately 2:30 am, officers
with the Manitoulin OPP were
conducting speed enforcement
on Highway 6 in NEMI. A vehi-
cle was observed to be travelling
115 km/hr in an 80 km/hr zone,
and a traffic stop was initiated.
As a result of further investiga-
tion, the driver was arrested for
impaired operation.

The driver, Joshua McDow-
ell, 29 years old from Whitefish
River First Nation, was charged
with operation while impaired,
operation while impaired-blood
alcohol concentration (80 plus),
novice driver blood alcohol con-
tent above zero, speeding 1-49
km/hr over posted limit.

The accused is scheduled to
appear before the Ontario Court
of Justice in Gore Bay on No-
vember 4.

The OPP wants to remind the
public that no amount of alcohol
or drugs in your system is safe
while driving. If you suspect an
impaired driver on our roads,
waterways or trails, don’t hesi-
tate to “make the call” and dial
911. Your phone call could save
someone’s life.

...continued on page 24

vestigation is encouraged
to contact the Manitoulin
OPP Crime Unit at 1-888-
310-1122. Should you wish
to remain anonymous,
contact Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or on-
tariocrimestoppers.ca.

Person facing multiple
charges after police

called to dispute
One person was arrested
after police were called to a

The Rotary Club of Gore Bay thanks our many sponsors and
patrons that helped us to make this year’s Fall Harvest Auction
fundraiser a huge success!

3 Cows & A Cone (LC)

Al's Corner Garage (GB)

Amish families (Manitoulin Island)
Anchor Inn (LC)

Angry Owl Smithy (GB)

- - Artistry 67 (GB)
dispute resulting in assault Ashlev White (GB
and stolen vehicle charges. shley White (GB)

On Thursday, Septem- Barbarella (LC)
ber 25, at approximately Beauty Bar (Mindy)
10 pm, the Manitoulin OPP |  Beneath the Bark (Skead)
re_;celved a call re.portlng'a Berry Boats (Kag)
dispute at a residence in s S G
Willisville, where a per- Bert's Storage (GB)

son was assaulted. While
police were on route to the
address, the suspect stole
a vehicle and fled from the
residence. A short time
later, police located and ar-
rested the individual.

As a result, a 16-year-old
from Valley East has been
charged with: assault cause
bodily harm, two counts
of mischief under $5,000,

The War Amps

The Key Tag
Service
protects your
keys and
has been
supporting
child
amputees for
50 years!

Order free
key tags at
waramps.ca

Betty's Convenience (GB)

Big Mouth Fish and Chips (South
Bay)

Bittersweet Tea Company (M’'Chig)
Blue Heron Cruises (Tobermory)
BMO (GB)

Boards and Bites

Bob Chatwell (Gordon)

Bobbie Hannigan Painting (GB)
Bombshell Hairstyling (Evansville)
Breakaway Sports & Cycle (LC)
Bridal Veil Esso (Kag)
Brookwood Brae G.C. (Mindy)
Buddie’s (AOK)

Buie's (Spring Bay)

Buoy's Restaurant (GB)

Burt's Country Meats (GB)
Buttercup Ice Creamery (Kag)
Campbell's Drive In (GB)
Canadian Tire (Espo)

Castle Building (M'Chigeeng)
China City (LC)

Christie Pearson

Cindy’s Fashions (Mindy)
Clyde’s Cookhouse (Mindy)
Codmothers (GB)

Contraband Cuts (GB)
Cookilburrow Alpacas (Kag)
Corbiere Enterprises (MChig)
Cortina’s Restaurant (Espo)
Crossroads Country Kitchen (LC)
Crow Leather (Kag)

Crystal Shawanda (Wiki)

CYC Pam McLaughlin (GB)

D and N Variety (LC)

D.A. Williamson's (Mindy)
Dean'’s Valumart (GB)

December Moon Soap Co.
(Sudbury)

Dig and Doug Furniture (Kag)
Dockside Social (LC)

Dollar Store (GB)

Elaine’s signs

Enid Runnals (GB)

Eric Ruediger (GB)

Espanola Golf (Expo)

Ev Cardiff (GB)

Farquhars Dairy (Espo)

Finnia Chocolate (GB)

Foodland (Mindemoya)

Fort Sheg Bargain Hunters (Sheg)

FreshCo (Espo)

Freshmart (M'Chigeeng)
Freshmart (Manitowaning)
Friends Fur-Ever Pet Retreat (GB)
Gail Andrews

Garden's Gate Restaurant (Tehk)
Giant Tiger (Espo)

Gore Bay Airport/Flying Club (GB)
Gore Bay Community Theatre
Gore Bay Fire Department

Gore Bay Legion

Gore Bay Rotary

Grandview Farms (Barrie Island)
Great Greens (M’Chigeeng)

Grill n Chill (Mindy)

Guardian Drugs (LC)

Guardian Drugs (Mindy)

Gun and Pawn (Manitowaning)
H&M Gas Bar and Variety (GB)
H&R Noble Construction (GB)
Harbour Centre-Dorcette (GB)
Harbour Centre-Helen Sisek (GB)
Harbour Centre-Lynn Girard (GB)
HART (Espo)

Haweatery (Mindy)

Heather Nodecker (GB)

Herbert's Fish and Chips
(Killarney)

Hershel’s BBQ (LC)

Holistic Hub (Kag)

Home Hardware (Manitowaning)
Home Hardware Bldg Ctr (Mindy)
Honora Bay Riding Stables (LC)
Hot Mess Jess (GB)

Huron Motor Lodge & Gift Shop
(SB)

Inn at Gore Bay (GB)

Island Angler Outfitters (GB)
Island Home Outfitters (Mindy)
Islandview Farms (Mindy)
Jaguar Spirit (GB)

Jakes Home Furnishings (Mindy)
JD Garden Centre (Tehk)
Jewell’s Collision Centre (GB)
John Lewis (Spring Bay)

Kaleigh Yorke

Kat's Pet Supplies (Mindy)
Keller's Auto (Mindy)

Kicking Mule Riding Stable (Tehk)
Kicking Mule Guest Ranch (Tehk)
Kim Orford

Knitter's Cove (LC)

Kuku Hut (Kag)

Lake Huron Fish & Chips (Prov)
Lake Wolsey Trailer Park
(Evansville)

Lavish's Independent (LC)
Lillians Crafts (M'Chigeeng)
Linens and Lavender (GB)

Lively Golf Club (Lively)

Lloyds Trucking (M'Chig)

Loco Beans (GB)

Lori Degrace

Lyle & Heather Strain (GB)
M&R Jewellery (GB)

Main Street Express (Kag)
Manitoulin Brewing Co. (LC)
Manitoulin Chocolate Works (Kag)
Manitoulin Expositor (LC)
Manitoulin Golf (GB)
Manitoulin Hotel & Conf. Ctr (LC)
Manitoulin Knit (Espo)
Manitoulin Meats (Mindy)
Manitoulin Physio (M'Chig)
Manitoulin Recyclers (NEMI)
Manitoulin Transport (GB)
Manitoulin Trout Farms (LC)
Maple Ridge Farm (GB)
Massey Agriculture Society
(Massey)

McQuarrie Motors (GB)
Michelle Wright

Mike Lalonde (GB)

Mike Strobel (Kag)

Mike Varey & Sons (LC)
Mindemoya Florist (Mindy)
Missy and J Co. (Sudbury)
MLA Law (GB)

Monte Vista Golf (Val Caron)
My OI' Blues (GB)

NAPA (Espo)

Netti's Espresso Bar (Mindy)
Nettie's Goodies and Crafts (GB)
Noble Lumber (GB)

North Channel Cruise Line (LC)
Northern Ford (Espo)
Northland Agromart (GB)
Occasion'’s (GB)

Odawa Stone (Silver Water)
OK Tire (M'Chigeeng)

0ld Mill Heritage Centre (Kag)
Oliver Runnals (Barrie Island)
Osprey Bluffs (Sandfield)
OSTC Chi Cheemaun (Owen
Sound)

Outpost General Store (GB)
Paul’s Esso (M'Chigeeng)
Paulie Nodecker (GB)

Perry Patterson (GB)

Pet Valu (Espo)

Peter Flikweert (Kag)

Pierside Restaurant (South Bay)
Pinewood Inn (Espo)
Planeview Farms (Gordon)
Poulson Law/Joe Santoro (GB)
Prepped Manitoulin (LC)
Providence Bay Agr. Society
(Prov)

Pure Island (GB)

Purvis Fisheries (Burnt Island)
Queens Inn (GB)

Rainbow Country (Espo)
Rainbow Ridge G.C.
(Manitowaning)

Randi’s Snak Shak (Shesh)
Raven's Roost (GB)

Red Bow Floor & Wall Fashions
(LC)

Red Lodge Resort (Sheg)

Red Market Trading Co. (Sheg)
Remedy RX (Espo)

Robbie’s Garage Sale (GB)
Robertsons IDA (GB)

Rona (LC)

Route 6 Gas (Birch Island)
Rylan's Clothing (Mindy)

Sally Zahnow (Evansville)
Sandra’s Treasures (Spanish)
Science North (Sudbury)

Scott McDougall (GB)

Scotty Wood

Seasons Restaurant (M'Chig)
Sharpe’s Farm Supplies (Spring
Bay)

Sonya Kahkonen Chiropractor (GB)
South Bay Shell (South Bay)
Split Rail Brewing (GB)

Steele’s Home Hardware (GB)
Stoneman Enterprises (GB)
Stop 540 (Silver Water)

Sue Purvis Scott (Barrie Island)
Sue’s Clip and Snip (GB)
Sukdev Restaurant (Espo/M’Chig)
Summer Thyme Farm (Kag)
Sweetgrass Pharmacy (M'Chig)
Tanner’s Independant (Espo)
Tara Bailey Photography
(Evansville)

Taylor Sawmill (M’'Chigeeng)
Team AELICK (Kag)

Ten Mile Point Trading Post
(Sheg)

Teri Clark

That's What Cheese Said (Kag)
The Flower Hutch (GB)

The General's Gas (BI)

The Port (LC)

The Ranch 22 (M’Chig)

Three Forks Farm (GB)

Tim Hortons (LC)

Timeless Beauty Spa (GB)
Tobermory Brewing Co & Grill
(Tob)

Town of Gore Bay

Trevor Wright (Kag)

Turners of Little Current (LC)
Twin Peaks B&B (Mindy)
Twisted Image Tattoos (LC)
UHaul (M’Chigeeng)

Wards General Store (Tehk)
Washes, Wags and Woofs (GB)
Watersedge Pub & Restaurant (GB)
Wendy'’s (Espo)

White's Shell (Manitowaning)
Wild Creations (GB)
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Manitoulin’s Business Directory

Now th h . .
OVDVRtEZ/t\/Iyg;QJOF?E"//gTy\?W SPRING BAY COVERS Michael T. Semeniuk J.D.
Emmanuel Albrecht

10478 Highway 542, Spring Bay, ON POP 2B0 SEMENIUK LAW OFFICE

Manitoulin Island
(519) 949-3028 Voicemail only | cannot text

Serving Manitoulin and the North Shore

e Boats
o 4-wheelers Tel: (705) 377-4663
: 2';‘;:"‘:;2"“ semeniuklaw@gmail.com
e & more! www.semeniuklaw.com
1
~
BrokerLink
REAL ESTATE + BUSINESS LAW « WILLS « ESTATES Formerly Cambrian Insurance
47 Meredith Street, Box 388, Serving Manitoulin Island
Gore Bay, ON POP 1HO .
(249) 497-1010 Island Business Centre
mlalaw.ca 9050 Unit C, Hwy 6
Little Current, ON POP 1KO0
705-368-3600
+ Tree removal/trimming 43 Meredith St.
* Stump removal/brush chipping Gore Bay, ON POP 1HO
- Lift services and barn repair
+ Chainsaw safety trainirﬁ)g 705-282-2351
+ Lot and line clearing .
cranstons@amtelecom.net www.brokerlink.ca
cranstontreeservices.tripod.com
Tom Cranston, Call for a ph/fax
Spring Bay Flaxn e (705) 377-5079 : |

Manitoulin Specialty Grading General Glass
All Types of Grading 1 _2 49 _777_1 678

Gravel Driveway Repair

Concrete Prep Cracked or foggy windows?
Topsoil |
Driveway Installation Change the glaS.S'
Gravel Yards over 25 years experience
servicing
Dan Zehr - (705) 859-1301 - Leave a Message ALL OF MANITOULIN

Kenneth Albrecht’s
Farm supplies

Fencing supplies,
Tingley Boots, Shovels,
Quality grass seed,

WSIB Certified | Full Liability Coverage brooms. forks. etc

CPDEVELOPMENT22@GMAIL.COM 705-348-2773
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED :
Please call 705-3%8-2562 « Landscaping e Site Development ¢ Road Repair * Road Construction 15 MCEeChnleﬁ Rd,
ernest@manitoulineavestroughinc.com B » Grading e Trucking e Floating ¢ Excavation e Drainage Lot Clearing Te (;Imma
Square » Forestry o Selective Cutting » Trenching And Much More! 705-988-3605

Dominion Home Repair
e Handyman Services
e Home Renovations
e Mobile Welding Services

Streicher’s
Logging

with horses
349 Noble Side Road, Gore Bay
Manitoulin Island We Deli
249-497-4000 e bellver
ext. 172 (voicemail only)
Interested in harvesting firewood and cedar.

Can also come and process firewood at your CALL TOLL FREE: 1-855-859-3637

place and pile it where you like.

Serving Manitoulin Island
Phone: 226-627-2924

Email: _
dominionhomerepair@outlook.com

4 OPFICE FURNITURE It Hel D FQR G s sbionimit

ACCOUNTING | ASSURANCE | ADVISORY | TAX

We Have a Great Variety of Stationery Items
Ink and Toner « Office Furniture

YOUR LOVED ONE IS MOST

. : . . Our experts help business owners
Chairs « File Cabinets ¢ Art Supplies VULNERABLE WHEN HOME ALONE recognize opportunities, mitigate risks,
Open Monday to Friday - 9:00am - 5:00pm Access to immediate help with one push of a button! and manage growth.
705-368-2525 « Sudbury Owned & Operated  No Minimum Rental Period « No Landline Required

Located at 14 Campbell St. East, Little Current (705) 523-7000 / 1-(800) 667-8019 fcrca.com 30 McCulloch Dr., Espanola
info@laidley-stationery.ca www.helplinemedicalalarm.ca 1(855) 363-3526 301 - 62 Frood Rd., Sudbury

To Advertise in the Business Directory email: sales@manitoulin.com phone: 705-368-2744 fax: 705-368-3822
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‘ 0 Private Word Classifieds: $8.00 for 25 Words + .10 per additional word
Business Word Classifieds: $30.00 for 25 Words + .40 per additional word
CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE PREPAID - CHEQUE OR CREDITCARD
All Word classifieds are now online at www.manitoulin.com
Births Announcements (Text Only) : FREE (Photo add $15)
DEADLINE (TO RECEIVE PROOF) ~ Thursday at 4:00 pm

LATE DEADLINE (NO PROOF GUARANTEED) - Friday at 4:00 pm

The Manitoulin Expositor P.O. Box 369, Little Current, ON POP 1K0 For additional information on Advertsing pleas call
Telephone: (705) 368-2744 Fax: (705) 368-3822 email: expositor@manitoulin.com Debbie Bailey at (705) 368-2744, or services@manitoulin.com
Mike Phillips RESIDENTIAL
Constructi:n PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS.

« General contracting and building construction
« Excavation (lot clearing, landscaping, trenching, foundations, etc.)
« Cottage and home packages available

« Serving Manitoulin area for over 20 years

CANADA
PEST CONTROL DOWN TO A SCIENCE:
Call 705-863-2573
or email phillipsmj3@amtelecom.net _ - .
for your quote today! 1 800 800 6754

O. BOND & SONS

Licensed Plumbers & Suppliers

Manitoulin
Plumbing Specialists
for over 80 years

’fn“s tgl';ft'i‘::;g WE BUY ALL TYPES OF SCRAP
repairs and suppliers Scrap Metal ¢ Aluminum  Copper e Brass ¢ Tin
Vehicles « Farm Machines e Mixed Shred

slmmanitoulin.ca

> North Star Concrete Formin
W MO ORE S - - Driveways ?

24 HR TOWING & RECOVERY - Foundations

- Sidewalks

- Floating Pads

- Retaining Walls
1-705-207-5256 RON VANRAES - OWNER/OPERATOR - All Types of Excavating

sprayfoamcertified.ca 705-282-4701 Serving Manitoulin Island

info@sprayfoamcertified.ca In service since 1979! Best Rates on the Island!
Locally Owned & Operated | Kagawong, ON ‘Serving all of Manitoulin’ Lloyd Albrecht | 519-801-5653
STORAGE UNITS AVAILABLE ISLAND

¢ Diagnostics ¢ Tune Ups GATEWAYS INC.

e Tires » Suspensions
e Brakes ¢ Exhaust e A/C
« Batteries o Safety Inspections
» Wheel Alignments
« Self Storage Units

On Top Of The Hill Delivety Service

, 42';3?;"':;?"0 ?eNR g 705-210-1195 25 Ferguson Rd, Unit 150
) shirley®@islandgateways.ca Little Current, ON

FREE

French legal advice regarding social assistance,
housing, El and CPP issues.
Conseils juridiques gratuits en logement, aide
For all your small building design sociale, assurance-emploi et pensions (RPC).
neec;so g_c;l(l? 1C:I2c=§r7 l\(l)?r;f:n%ﬁzssug;f_‘g at Call the French Legal Advice Line/Appelez
. . ) la Ligne d’avis juridique
cerskine@live.com. 1-87 POUR AVIS (1-877-687-2847)

BCIN#117405

j & T MINI EXCAVAT'NG Serving Manitoulin Island since 2001

HERE IS WHAT WE DO

* Driveway installation and grading

« Drainage, grading and lot clearing

« Topsoil and gravel supply and spreading I I Furnaces

« Tree and shrub removal and trimming PRO-GAS Geo-Thermal
* Yard clean up and brush removal — Air Exchangers

* Demolition of small building and junk lan Marr - Gas Technician, 20+ Years’ Experience energy services Stoves & Fireplaces

removal Cottage Service
o
S Radiant Floor Heating

Mindemoya 705-377-5335

Full Home Spray Foaming
Under Slab Radon Sealing
Home Performance Testing
Thermography Camera Reports
Blow-in Cellulose Insulation

705-282-CARS(2277)
office®@jkautomotive.ca

Auto Care Centre

Manitoulin’s Complete Indoor Comfort Centre

Propane & Natural Gas
Sales| Service | Installation

If you are not sure just ask. F FL{lly Licenced and Insured . 705-377-6380 Propane Fridges
We may be able to help! urnaces, Fireplaces, Heaters and Appliances progas@progasenergy.com
We are fully insured Serving Manitoulin locally
705-207-4049 (705) 783-3223 ¢ ian_marri@hotmail.com
Jeff Haayema - Tankless Water Heaters Radiant Gas Fireplaces
Email: jtminiexcavatingl®gmail.com Exclusive Tempstar Dealer

www.progasenergy.com
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Local Services Board
of Robinson Township
Request for Proposal
for fire hall roof replacement
November 7, 2025
For full details, go to

robinsontownshiplsb.ca or email
robinsonlsb®@®gmail.com

Burpee and Mills
Recreation Complex
8 Bailey Line Road,

JOIN US...
AS WE CELEBRATE FALL AND HALLOWEEN

Saturday, November 1, 2025
Roast Beef Dinner & Dance

Evansville Licenced event (DD available)
%ommg SAVE THE DATE!
vents Thursday, November 20
Harvest Luncheon, take-out only is the annual
at St. Francis Anglican Church, ,
6201 Hwy 542, Mindemoya LADIES’ NIGHT
on Wednesday, October 29 in downtown
from 11:30 am to 1 pm. Soup, Little Current

sandwiches and dessert for $15.
Free delivery in Mindemoya.
Walk-in or pre-order by phone or
text: 249-777-3032.

22-24p

Christmas Decoration Sale at
Little Current United Church on
Saturday, November 15 from 9
am to 2 pm. Also a bake and craft
sale.

22-26p

This year's theme:
“Hope & Holly"
and merchants will
donate funds from their
Ladies’ Night receipts
to Island charities
R 2R N g

Help Wanted

MUNICIPALITY OF ASSIGINACK

Township of Assiginack
Custodial Maintenance
and Operations Services Contractor

The Township of Assiginack is seeking a qualified
individual or contractor to provide Maintenance and
Operation Services for the Assiginack Municipal
Offices (156 Arthur Street) and the Assiginack Public
Library (25 Spragge Street).

The Contractor will be responsible for housekeeping,

cleaning and routine maintenance of the designated

municipal buildings and grounds. Services must meet

health, safety and regulatory standards as outlined by

the Township. Preference will be given to applicants
bidding on both buildings.

Applicants must provide:
e Proof of WSIB and $2,000,000 liability coverage
e A valid Police Criminal Record Check

The contract term is January 5, 2026 — January 4, 2027,
with the possibility of extension.

Application Deadline: November 14, 2025
Submit applications to:
Alton Hobbs, CAO
Email: ahobbs®@assiginack.ca

For a detailed copy of the contract agreement,
please go to our website at
https://www.assiginack.ca/administration/request-
proposals-tender-opportunities/custodial-maintenance-
and-operations-services

® 0 ?

Remembrance Day Potluck
Supper on Monday, November
10 at 5 pm at the Silver Water
Community Hall. Donations for
Angel Bus by Silver Water United
Church. Thank you for your help.

23-25p

Christmas in Kagawong at
St. John’s Church on Saturday,
November 15 from 9 am to 2 pm.
There will be baking, a craft table,
gift baskets plus homemade meat
pies and lasagna.

24-26p

Mindemoya Hospital Auxiliary
is holding their Bazaar, Bake
Sale and Luncheon on Saturday,
November 8 from 11 am to 2 pm.
Lunch runs from 11:30 am to 1
pm. Costs $15 per adult, $10
for ages 6-12 and under 5 free.
Come out to the Mindemoya
Community Hall at 6032 Hwy
542, Mindemoya and support
your local hospital.

24-25¢

Church

lﬁl Services

King James Bible Church,
Providence Bay worships every
Saturday Sabbath, 10 am to 12
noon. For more information call
705-348-2229.

30tfn

KJV Bible Study, every Monday
night, 7 to 9 pm in Providence
Bay. For more information, call
705-348-2229 or email Kjc.
manitoulin@gmail.com.
All welcome.

4tfn

Bird feed for sale. 12 Ibs bag of
Diners Delight, $18; 12 Ibs bag
of Conestogo Blend, $16.50. At-
tracts blue jays, cardinals, finch-
es, chickadees, doves and more.
Pick up at 530 Clover Valley
Road, Manitowaning or call 705-
859-1278 for more details.
23-25¢

2008 Ford Ranger supercab
with 4WD. Mechanically in very
good condition and regularly
maintained. Truck has a new box,
doors and battery. Undercarriage
needs repair. Perfect for DIY per-
son. $3,000 firm. Call 705-368-
2580.

23-24p

UCCM Building
Material Supply

in M’Chigeeng has
an immediate opening for a
Yard Worker
for the balance of the season
and potentially full-time.

We offer competitive wages and pension
and benefits
for full-time employees.
Email resumes to info@uccmcastle.com
or drop off at 386 Hwy 551, M’'Chigeeng, ON

O (JLaw & Order]

...continued from page 21

Stop sign enforcement in Mindemoya results in

impaired arrest

A driver is facing impaired-related charges after a
traffic stop.

On Tuesday, September 30, at approximately 1:30 pm,
the Manitoulin OPP was conducting stop sign enforce-
ment at the intersection of Highway 551 and Highway
542 in Mindemoya. Police observed a vehicle enter the
intersection and nearly cause a collision. A traffic stop
was initiated for further investigation. Police had the
driver complete a standardized field sobriety test and as
aresult the driver was arrested for impaired operation.

The driver, Theodore Beboning, 38 years old from
M’Chigeeng First Nation, was charged with: operation
while impaired, driving motor vehicle with liquor read-
ily available, fail to yield to traffic, knowingly give in-
valid insurance card.

The accused is scheduled to appear before the Ontar-
io Court of Justice in Gore Bay on November 18.

Expositor correction

In the story ‘Gore Bay Fish and Game Club receives
$30,000 from fellow conservation group’ the name of
two of the members of the Creighton-Lively club were
incorrect in the article. They should have been listed
as Richard Rintala and Shannon Dowdall. The Exposi-
tor regrets any inconvenience this error caused.

Help Wanted

Part-time custodial position
for general cleaning and light maintenance

Must have a valid driver’s licence
Vehicle with trailer hitch an asset
15 hours per week, day shift
Competitive wages

Applications must be in by
4 pm on October 28, 2025.

Send applications/resumes to:
Manager, Little Current Place,
PO Box 375,

Little Current, ON POP 1KO.

Alternatively, you may leave your resume anytime between
9:00 am and 2:00 pm, Monday to Friday at our office,
48 Meredith St W, Little Current

Looking for a

new career?
See Pages 24, 26 and 28

Electric Scooter (Mobility Scoot-
er) ECOLO Cycle, Model ET-4
Galaxy. Brand new, not used, still
under warranty. Purchased end of
July 2025, paid $4,500 new, ask-
ing $3,000. Battery powered 60V,
forward and reverse, cover, signal
lights, horn, headlights, brakes,
wonderful way to get around and
be mobile. Runs like a charm!
Phone 705-869-7595 or 705-936-
6564.

24-25p

Click and Go 60” snowplow
blade and mount for ATV, used
once, $600. Snowsport 84" snow-
plow with front bumper frame
mount, $800. Four winter tires
on rims, 60 percent tread, 266/70
RIB Toyo Observes, fits Chevy
truck hubs, $400. All in good con-
dition, pictures available. Call or
text 705-690-9892.

24-25p

Township of
’\gleLlNGs

Do you know a volunteer who deserves recognition?

The Township of Billings wants to honour those who make a difference. This year, we

are recognizing individuals from the following categories:

Arts & Culture: Awarded for their valuable contribution to the development, support,
preservation or promotion of culture, music, visual, performing or literary art.
Outstanding Community Group: Awarded for their outstanding voluntary

contribution to the well-being of the community.

Senior Volunteer: Awarded to individuals over the age of 60 who demonstrate
a true commitment to the community and their volunteer work.

Youth Volunteer: Awarded to an individual 21 years of age and under who
demonstrates a true commitment to the community and their volunteer work.
Historical Pillar of the Community: For an individual who has supported and
has brought recognition to the community through their efforts over the course

of a lifetime.

Mayor’s Volunteer Service: Awarded for exemplary behaviour and contributions
to enhance or improve the community and the lives of residents within it.

If you know someone from Billings that merits formal recognition for their volunteer
work in any of these categories, please send in their name and a short outline of why

you feel they deserve the'award.

Nominations will be accepted until November 11th, 2025 and can be sent to the
Township at deputyclerk@billingstwp.ca or in person or by mail at 15 Old Mill Road,

Kagawong, ON, POP 1)0.

Manitoulin Family Resources
offers programs to support
and promote positive family
relationships on Manitoulin and
the North Shore. Violence against
Women Prevention  Services:
Haven House Shelter, Outreach
Counseling Crisis Line 705-377-
5160; Toll Free Crisis Line 800-
465-6788; Children's Services:
Early ON Child and Family
Centre, Little Current Child Care,
Mindemoya Child Care 705-368-
3400; Help Centre: Thrift Shop
& Food Bank 705-368-3400;
Administration 705-368-3400.

Tfn

LEESON’S

OF MANITOWANIPE‘IG

in association wit

ELLIOT LAKE
MONUMENTS

Here to serve your
monument needs.

For appointments call or email:

705-822-7706

leesonbertha@gmail.com
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Death Notices

MURRAY LENARD ERNEST
BEANGE

April 20, 1937 — October 12, 2025

It is with love and profound
sadness  that the family
announces the passing of Murray
Lenard Ernest Beange on Sunday,
October 12,2025 at the age of 88 at
Linhaven Long Term Care Home
in St. Catharines, Ontario. Murray
has been living with the challenges
of Lewy Body Dementia. Born
on April 20, 1937 in Gore Bay,
Murray was the son of the late Robert and Ethel (Spry)
Beange. His greatest joy and steadfast partner was his
loving wife, Luba (Happychuk). Their remarkable 61 year
marriage began when they met in Churchill, Manitoba and
married on August 15, 1964 in Sundown, Manitoba. After
settling in Queenston, Ontario, Murray dedicated 30 years
of service to the Ontario Paper Mill/Domtar, retiring as a
respected superintendent. Murray served five years with
the Royal Canadian Navy in Communications. Murray’s
passion for sport shone brightly throughout his life. He
was a talented hockey goalie who back stopped the Gore
Bay High School team to the 1955 Class “B” Ontario
High School Championship. He continued his stellar
performance as the star goalie for the Canadian Navy team
while stationed in Churchill, Manitoba from 1959 to 1963.
Late in life, he traded his skates for cleats, becoming the
star player for the Niagara Falls Skylon Ball softball team
in 1983. Murray always looked forward to his annual
deer hunting on Manitoulin Island with his family and ice
fishing in Manitoba with Luba’s family. Up until his illness
two years ago, Murray and Luba enjoyed a vibrant and
active lifestyle. They could often be found playing golf
and tennis, biking, tending to their garden and travelling
together. These healthy pursuits were always centred on
their biggest priority, family. Murray is dearly missed
by his wife, Luba and is also survived by sister Marion
Marjorie Lillian (the late Doug) Helm of Thorold, Ontario
and brother Elwood James (Edith) of Espanola, Ontario.
He was predeceased by his sisters Ethel “Murdean”
(2002) and Donalda Mary (2016) and brothers Keith Allan
(WWII March 1945), Clifford Chester (2000), Robert
Dunlop (2019) and Laird Lloyd Alric (2016). Survived by
brothers- and-sisters-in law Gene (Elizabeth) Happychuk
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Boris (Theresa) Happychuk of
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Larrie (Olga) Happychuk of Comox,
British Columbia, Taras (Jane) Happychuk of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Neil (Valerie) Happychuk of Buffalo Point,
Manitoba, Sonya (Peter) Prociuk of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Iris (Bob) Cesmystruk of Vita, Manitoba, Shirley (Dave)
Machula of Vita, Manitoba and Olga (the late Bill)
Katerynuk of Winnipeg, Manitoba. Predeceased by
brother-and-sister-inlaw Emil (late Roslyn) Happychuk
and Myrtle Dianna (late Roy) Williamson. Forever
remembered in the hearts of his many wonderful nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, extended family
and countless friends in Canada, Scotland, New Zealand,
Australia and Holland; especially his god child Lesley
Sterling, close friends Susan and late Tony Bologna, Ken
and Diane McNames and their family. In keeping with
Murray’s wishes, cremation has taken place. Memorial
visitation at Patterson Funeral Home, 6062 Main Street,
Niagara Falls, Ontario (905-358-3513) on Monday,
November 3, 2025 from 2 to 6 pm. A Service to Celebrate
Murray’s Life will be held in the Patterson Funeral Home
Chapel on Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at 11 am. The
service will also be livestreamed with a link on Patterson
Funeral Home’s website. Murray will be laid to rest at the
Ascension of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery in
Sundown, Manitoba later in the spring of 2026. Memorial
donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or the
Alzheimer’s Society would be appreciated. Messages of
condolence, memories and photographs may be shared

online at www.pattersonfuneralhome.com.

Irish Blessing
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sunshine warm upon your face,
And the rains fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

M’Chigeeng fire deemed ‘‘not suspicious”

by Tom Sasvari

M’CHIGEENG—A M’Chigeeng First Nation residence
sustained extensive smoke and water damage inside
the home, and the lone permanent occupant of the res-
idence lost two pet dogs in the blaze. The fire had been
reported as suspicious by at least one area news media
outlet, however The Expositor has confirmed that this
is not the case.

“There was a fire Tuesday (October 21), in the mid-
dle of the afternoon,” stated Forrest Schut, M’Chigeeng
Fire Chief. “Our firefighters responded and were able
to put the fire out.” However, the owner lost two pet
dogs inside the residence, “due to smoke inhalation,”
said Fire Chief Schut. He explained there was no one in
the residence at the time of the fire. “We carried out our
initial investigation, and our findings indicate the fire
started in the bathroom fan area, or electricity shorted
out, and was in the ceiling. We were able to put the fire
out and saved the structure.”

Death Notices

VICTOR BORDEN NOBLE

December 28, 1954 — October 19, 2025
Victor “Vic” Noble, age 70,
passed away on Sunday,
October 19, 2025 at his home in
Evansville. Born on December 28,
1954, in Mindemoya. Vic lived a
life marked by dedication to his
craft, deep love for his family,
and an infectious sense of humour
that left a lasting impression on
all who knew him. A butcher by
trade, Vic was known for his tireless work ethic - working
six days a week with unwavering commitment. His hands
told the story of decades spent mastering his profession
and his pride in his work was evident to all who crossed
his path. But beyond the butcher block, Vic had another
calling, making people laugh. A part-time comedian and
full-time jokester, he brought joy wherever he went.
Whether through a well-timed prank or a story told with
perfect comedic timing, Vic had a gift for lifting spirits and
brightening days. Vic’s greatest joy came from the time
he spent with his family, friends and close neighbours.
He shared a devoted marriage with his wife Cynda Noble
(Kane), whose partnership was the cornerstone of his life.
Together they raised two sons, Wade (Amanda) and Logan
(Alicia) Noble, who carry forward their father’s legacy of
strength and humour. Vic was also a proud grandfather
to Kane, LJ, Felix and Ena, each of whom brought him
immense pride and happiness. He is also remembered by
his sisters Natalie Payette and Melanie Chatwell (Bill),
who shared in both the laughter and love that defined
their brother’s life. Vic was predeceased by his beloved
brother John Noble (Joanna) and by his parents Borden
and Echo Noble.Though Vic has departed this world, the
echoes of his laughter remain. His jokes will be retold at
family gatherings, his stories will be passed down through
generations, and the warmth he brought into every room
will never be forgotten. May his memory bring comfort
to those who knew him, and may we all find moments
to laugh as he would have wanted us to. There was a
graveside service in Gordon Cemetery on Thursday,
October 23, 2025 at 2 pm. After the burial there was a
Celebration of Vic’s Life at the Gore Bay Legion. Please
share your thoughts, memories and photos at www.
simpsonfuneralhome.ca

Celebration of Life

RUTH KAREN FRAWLEY
February 6, 1952 - October 25, 2025

It is with great sadness tha
the family of Ruth Frawley
announces her sudden passing
at the age of 73 at her home ir
Big Lake. Family and friends ar¢
invited to attend her Celebratior
of Life on Saturday, November 1
2025 for a Come and Go from 2 tc
4 pm. Raise a glass (Irish Wake)
4 to 6 pm at 17A Silver Bay Road
Big Lake.

AM’Chigeeng First Nation residence sustained extensive smoke
and water damage inside the home. Unfortunately two pet dogs
perished in the blaze.

photo by Tom Sasvari

As to reports that the fire was suspicious, Fire Chief
Schut noted that “I don’t know where the information
came from that it was a suspicious fire and that there
was a heavy police presence at the residence.”

The blaze took place on 56 Assance Street, on the street
located just in front of Lakeview Elementary School in
M’Chigeeng. “We got the call of the fire at about 1 pm
and we were on the scene until about 2:30 pm,” said Fire
Chief Schut. “The male who owns the home is also a
father, and his kids visit him at this house periodically.
No one was in the home at the time of the fire, the man
was in Wiikwemkoong at the time of the fire. His sister
contacted him to let him know of the fire.”

Fire Chief Schut explained, “by the time we reached
the door of the home, the dogs had perished due to
smoke inhalation. We had a very good response of fire-
fighters on the scene of the fire. The cause of the fire
was not suspicious.”

While no other fire departments were contacted to
support the M’Chigeeng firefighters, Fire Chief Schut
pointed out several volunteer firefighters from the Cen-
tral Manitoulin Volunteer Fire Department responded
to the fire, being employees in the M’Chigeeng band of-
fice as well.

Death Notices

Christopher Kenneth Thibault
August 16, 1966 — October 17, 2025

e remember with heavy
hearts our dear Christopher
Kenneth Thibault, who passed
away quietly on Friday morning at
his beloved hunt camp, a special
place he built with his father
and his lifelong friend, Gates
St. Amour. Christopher is the
cherished son of Peggy (late Earl)
and the late Kenneth Thibault.
He shared a deep bond with his parents and carried their
love with him throughout his life. Chris was dearly loved
by Brenda, whose companionship and care brought him
warmth and comfort. He will be forever missed by his
sisters April (Jason) and Sylvan (Denis), who will always
remember his quick wit, kind heart and the way he could
make them laugh. He was a proud and loving uncle to
Emma and Richard, who adored his sense of humour and
the gentle way he showed his affection. Christopher will
also be lovingly remembered by Kerra (Justin), Jenny
(Andrew) and Lewis, along with their children Tierra,
Christiano, Adriano, Keona, Oakland, Abel and Jack to
whom he was a very proud papa. Chris was surrounded by
an amazing circle of friends who shared many memories
and will keep his spirit alive on the hunting trail. Chris was
a gifted carpenter and independent contractor, known for
his hard work, precision, and visionary spirit. Though he
spent time living away from Manitoulin Island, his heart
was always drawn back to its shores, where he eventually
made his home. He found joy in fishing, hunting, golfing,
and spending time with friends at every opportunity.
Chris will be remembered for his generosity, kindness,
unforgettable stories, and that unmistakable laugh that lit
up every room. A service to honour Chris’s life was held on
Saturday, October 25, 2025 at the Simpson Funeral Home,
3 McQuarrie Boulevard, Gore Bay. Visitation began at
1 pm with prayers and service at 2 pm, followed by a
luncheon in the reception area. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Christopher’s memory to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation, Heart and Stroke Foundation of
Canada 1200-2300 Yonge St, Box 2414 Toronto, ON M4P
1E4 or online at: https://app-hsfdonation.heartandstroke.
ca/. Please share your thoughts, memories and photos at
www.simpsonfuneralhome.ca.
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Jake’s Home Centre
is looking for a Delivery Assistant.

We are a Home Furnishing company that serves
Manitoulin Island and surrounding area.

Key qualifications and responsibilities include:

e Ensuring deliveries to customers are completed
efficiently, safely and respectfully.

e Loading and unloading products coming into and
leaving our warehouse.

e Able to lift and move heavy products (appliances
and furniture).

e Interacting with the public in a kind and respectful
manner.

e Valid driver’s licence and a clean abstract.

. AEle Eo provide an up-to-date Criminal Record
Check.

Jake’s Home Centre offers a competitive wage and
benefits. Training and certification are offered where
necessary.

To apply, please send a resume to info@jakes.ca or drop
one off in person at one of our two locations:
6104 Hwy 542 in Mindemoya
or 9050 Hwy 6 in Little Current.

Help Wanted

y/

.', Rainbow Schools

Reaching minds. Touching hearts.

caring members of society.

School.

www.rain-bowschools.ca/join-our-team.

David Farrow
Board Chair

Bruce Bourget
Director of Education

Facilities Supervisor - Espanola/Manitoulin Island and a Library
Clerk at AB Ellis Public School

At Rainbow District School Board we are leaders in learning, inspiring success for

all students by reaching minds and touching hearts. Together, we prepare
students to become lifelong learners, achieving their full potential as confident,

Rainbow District School Board is now accepting applications for a Facilities
Supervisor - Espanola/Manitoulin Island and a Library Clerk at AB Ellis Public

For more information about this employment opportunity, please visit

Interested candidates should apply by 3 pm Monday, November 3, 2025 and
submit a cover letter, resume and names of three (3) references.

rainbowschools.ca

Looking for
employees?

/i

Place an ad in
The Expositor’s
job board,
in print and
online.

Email:
sales@
manitoulin.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY

AUNDECK OMNI KANING FIRST NATION
NEGAAN'ABIK DAY CARE
ECE or ECE Assistant
(hours to be determined)

Looking for an ECE or ECE Assistant to work at the Negaanabik
Early Learning Centre. Ability to work in a positive and
productive manner within a team. The ability to relate well to
children, staff and parents is essential.

To be considered for the position candidates must:
»  Have an ECE Diploma which is an asset.

e Be available to work irregular hours as required.
e Love working with children.

e Beflexible to come in to work on short notice.

Must Possess the Following Skills:

1. First Aid / CPR.

2. Excellent communication skills.

3. Ability to work cooperatively with others and manage
personal time.

If you don’t possess these, we can provide training if hired for
position.

Wage: To Be Determined

Other: Vulnerable Sector Check is required by successful
applicant

* CLOSING DATE: October 30, 2025 at 12:00 pm *
Please submit your application, resume, three references,
copies of any relevant certificates, diplomas or degrees to:

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
13 Hill Street, Little Current, Ontario POP 1KO
Re: ECE Position or ECE ASSISTANT Position
Attention: Amanda Laforge
or by email at alaforge@aokfn.com

“We thank all who apply but only those selected for an
interview will be contacted.”

JOB OPPORTUNITY

AUNDECK OMNI KANING FIRST NATION

NEGAAN'ABIK DAY CARE

Part-Time Cook (25 hours a week)
and Supply Cook position

Looking for a Part-Time Cook to work at the Negaan'abik
Early Learning Centre. Ability to work in a positive and
productive manner within a team. The ability to relate
well to children, staff and parents is essential.

To be considered for the position candidates must:
e Have a Vulnerable Sector Check.

e Be available to work irregular hours as required.
»  Love working with children.

e Be flexible to come in to work on short notice.

Must Possess the Following Skills:

1. Food Handlers.

2. Excellent communication skills.

3. Ability to work cooperatively with others and
manage personal time.

If you don’t possess these, we can provide training if
hired for position.

Wage: To Be Determined

Other: Vulnerable Sector Check is required by
successful applicant

* CLOSING DATE: October 30, 2025 at 12:00 pm *
Please submit your application, resume, three
references, copies of any relevant certificates,
diplomas or degrees to:

Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
13 Hill Street, Little Current, Ontario POP 1KO
Re: Part-Time Cook Position
Attention: Amanda Laforge
or by email at alaforge@aokfn.com

“We thank all who apply but only those selected for an
interview will be contacted”

Community Living Manitoulin is looking for dedicated
staff with a passion for working with adult individuals with
developmental disabilities.

Do you want to play a vital role in inspiring possibilities and
creating an environment that fosters meaningful living for all
supported individuals?

There are part-time and casual employment opportunities
available within one of our many programs:

One (1) Permanent Part-time position
Two (2) Temporary Part-time positions
Two (2) Casual positions

These unionized part-time positions are guaranteed at a
minimum of 30 hours bi-weekly and can be scheduled a
maximum of 32 hours weekly with a starting wage of $29.89.

You are qualified if you have:

e Post-secondary diploma for Developmental Service
Worker or equivalent in the Human Services Field
(preferred)

e Personal Support Worker certificate or equivalent

e First Year Developmental Service Worker students may
also qualify

e Avalid Ontario driver’s licence (Class G)

e Vulnerable Sector Criminal Reference Check

Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume to
the attention of Mrs. Megan Wickett; Operations Manager by
regular mail to:
Community Living Manitoulin
PO Box 152
Mindemoya, Ontario POP 150
Or by email to mwickett@clmanitoulin.com

Community Living Manitoulin welcomes and encourages
applications from people with disabilities. Accommodations are
available upon request for applicants taking part in all aspects
of the selection process.

For more information regarding Community Living Manitoulin
please visit our web site at www.clmanitoulin.com.

705-805-9059

38 Rainbow Tr,
Mindemoya
$329,900
MLS# 2124992

12532 Hwy 542,
Gore Bay
$274,900

MLS# 2123167

MLS# 2125154

MLS# 2125117

s\\\;“

MLS# 2124203

395 North Channel Dr, 9083 Hwy 6, 17 Campbell St, 7 McBane Ln, 5751 Bidwell Rd,
Little Current Little Current Little Current _unit2, Little Current
$499,900 $499,900 $429,900 Lttle Current $299,900
! ! ! $429,900 ’

MLS# 2123465 MLS# 2122953
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Wiikwemkoong couple attends World Series Game 2...in different jerseys

TORONTO—Wiikwemkoong’s Jason Manitowabi and inrival jerseys as Mr. Manitowabi is a Jays fan and Ms.

Destinee Kaboni, both ardent ball fans, had the oppor- Kaboni is a Dodgers girl.
tunity to take in Game 2 of the World Series at the Rog-

ers Centre Saturday night. However, the pair appeared

Help Wanted

“It was really a special moment,” Mr. Manitowabi
told The Expositor. “We joked about having our teams

KINA Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services

Kina Gbezhgomi Child and Family Services (KGCFS) is a designated Child Welfare Service
delivering Child Protection Services within seven member First Nations in the Districts
of Sudbury and Manitoulin. KGCFS honours and supports our families’ and community’s

inherent authority to care for their children based on unity, traditions, values, beliefs and
customs. Preference will be given to Anishinaabe Candidates, please self-identify in

your application.

We are currently inviting applications for the following employment opportunities:

Manitoulin Island:
e  Child Well-Being Worker

Sudbury/Manitoulin Island:

e Volunteer Driver: Open Recruitment

Sudbury:

e Legal Counsel
e Child and Youth Worker - Casual
e Youth Transitional Home Worker - Casual

*All postings close November 7t, 2025, at 4 pm EST*
To apply, kindly send your application to our Human Resources department

at applications@kgcfs.org, ensuring to specify the position title in the subject line.
For comprehensive job descriptions and to access the postings, please visit our website at:

www.kgcfs.org/employment-opportunities.

At KGCFS, we are steadfast in our dedication to fostering a work environment that is accessible to all, in

accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act and the Ontario Human Rights Code. Should you
require any accommodations during the recruitment process, please do not hesitate to request them. We sincerely
appreciate your interest in joining the team; however, only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

As a condition of employment, the successful candidate will be required to provide the following documents: a Satis-
factory Criminal Reference Check and/or Vulnerable Sector Check (dated within three months of the

application date), Driver’s Abstract and Proof of Liability Insurance.

Thank you for considering a career opportunity with us.

meet up in the World Series and how rare but amazing
that would be. The entire Canadian Team vs USA team
thing and the fact that Vladdy (Vladimir Guerrero Jr.,
Jays first baseman) was born in Canada.”’

When asked how this rivalry was affecting the cou-
ple’s relationship Mr. Manitowabi responded, “I would
say this makes our relationship stronger. Game 1, I was
happy, she was supportive. Game 2, she was happy, I
was supportive! An amazing experience that we realize
could very well not happen for a long time!”

Ms. Kaboni quipped, however, that “the silence was
so loud when Will Smith hit that home run!”

Jason Manitowabi and Destinee Kaboni pose for a photo
outside the Rogers Centre before Game 2 of the World Series
last Saturday night.

The Mortgage Centre

Relax and let us get you

a better

MORTGAGE

Richard Glaude
MO08003672

(705) 368-2186 ~ (705) 524-0844 ~ toll free 1-877-266-7126
10875 www.mortgagecentre.com
Access to most major banks including Scotia, TD & CIBC

](0;% Tk Serving Manitoulin Island for 15 Years




Wednesday, October 29, 2025

THE MANITOULIN EXPOSITOR — PAGE 29

NOW celebrates small business week with an evening out at Bittersweet Tea

by Margery Frisch

M’CHIGEENG—In recognition of Small
Business Week, October 19 to the 25, Su-
san Whynott of the Northern Ontario
Women (NOW) program invited women
entrepreneurs to an evening out at the
Bittersweet Tea Company to celebrate
small business and perhaps learn from
each other. Certainly, it was an oppor-
tunity for women with small business-
es to sit back, enjoy the sweets and the
varieties of teas and listen to the speak-
ers Ms. Whynott had lined up for their
benefit.

Ms. Whynott first explained that
NOW is funded by the Federal Econom-
ic Agency for Northern Ontario (FED-
NOR) and administered through the
LaCloche and Manitoulin Business As-
sistance Corporation (LAMBAC). Lots
of acronyms for the women to digest,
with one more thrown in for good mea-
sure — the Northern Ontario Heritage
Fund Corporation (NOHFC).

Before discussing just what these
corporations had to offer, Ms. Whynott
threw out a few statistics to consider.

A evening out at Bittersweet Tea was a perfect night for discussing small business and how NOW,

LAMBAC and NOHFC can help.

Kristin Luoma (NOHFC), Susan Whynott of NOW and Heidi Ferguson of LAMBAC had lots of
helpful information to share to women entrepreneurs in recognition of Small Business Week.

photos by Margery Frisch

“These statistics are fairly important
to women in business and why I think
women need extra support,” she said.
In the census report from 2021, wom-
en represented 50.9 percent of the pop-
ulation. Women in business was 18.6
percent—a huge disparity, for which
programs like NOW have been formed
to help. The NOW program’s mission
is to stimulate the start-up and growth
of women-owned and women-led busi-
nesses, by increasing access to business
development supports across Northern
Ontario.

After Ms. Whynott’s brief introduc-
tion, she invited Heidi Ferguson to
speak. Ms. Ferguson is an economic de-
velopment officer with LAMBAC. “Basi-
cally, my role at LAMBAC is to help our
perspective, new businesses who come
to us navigate through our loans pro-
cess.” Ms. Ferguson went on to explain
the three key components of LAMBAC’s
mandate: “Our business loans program,
has a variety of different financing op-
tions in terms of loans, depending on

your business needs — light loans, stan-
dard loans and capital loans.” LAMBAC
can also direct small businesses to oth-
er organizations that would better meet
their needs.

Kristin Luoma was next to speak, rep-
resenting NOHFC, Northern Ontario’s
largest grant organization by far. The
name itself is a little deceiving because
it has the word Heritage imbedded in it,
leading people to believe it is heritage
and culture focused, “but that’s not ac-
tually the case at all,” said Ms. Luoma.
“It is more focussed on community and
economic development.” It offers a slew
of funding programs not just for small
businesses, but there are communi-
ty-based projects benefiting from the
organization as well.

Because of the heavy rain that fell on
the night of the event, not all who in-
tended to come showed up. The group
was small and intimate, making it eas-
ier for some to ask questions. The wom-
en present, entrepreneurs, some new,
some seasoned, gave their full attention
to the speakers, asking questions per-
taining to their own businesses. ‘Where
would one go to find out how to learn
about building their own website? What
loans or grants might one find pertain-
ing to expansion? The answers provided
were very helpful. “I really didn’t know
what to expect,” said Cyndy Tonge, who
opened her successful Knitters Cove
in Little Current in May. “I found the
speakers so informative. I thought it
was great.”

In addition to the tea and sweets,
and the valuable information and busi-
ness cards provided by knowledgeable
women, there were door prizes and the
opportunity to meet and talk with oth-
er women entrepreneurs. This is what
Ms. Whynott most enjoys doing — bring-
ing women together. The information
is invaluable, but no more so than the
support of fellow business owners. And
what better place for women business
owners to celebrate Small Business
Week than in the lovely Bittersweet Tea
Co. owned and run by Shanna Hare.

BUILD YOUR DREAM
HOME OR COTTAGE

5 AC. GREEN BUSH
$42,500

MLS 2124876 NEW
HONORA BAY

$99,000
MLS 2122828

LAKE MANITOU
$259,000

MLS 2117536

LITTLE CURRENT
$99,000 - COMMERCIAL
MLS 2124284

SANDY POINT
starting at $219,000
MLS 2116672

Barry Barnes

705 968 0688

barry@theislandbrokerage.ca  mike@theislandbrokerage.ca

Mike Wilding
Broker Sales Representative
705 348 2223

KAGAWONG
Home and Cottage on a
waterfront lot.
$599,000  MLS 2121731

GORE BAY
Great family home. Quiet
country lot in town.
$619,000 MLS 2123114

Local Service
with a Global Reach

For a complete list of properties,
please visit theislandbrokerage.ca

NEW LISTING

-

Lee-Ann Ferguson

Sales Representative
705 968 0602
lee-ann@theislandbrokerage.ca james@theislandbrokerage.ca

LAKE MANITOU
1400+ ft of lakeshore. 140+
acres of forest.

$750,000 MLS.2124599

MINDEMOYA

Home and garage.
Excellent setting!!

$379,000 MLS.2124708

James Ferguson

Sales Representative
705207 5160

LITTLE CURRENT

Duplex! Live and rent or
use it as an investment.

$395,000 MLS.2124900

SOUTH BAYMOUTH
Income property with
multiple dwellings.
$679,000 MLS 2123611

Jeff Graham

Sales Representative
705 282 4647
jeff@theislandbrokerage.ca

LAKE MANITOU
Sand beach. Close to town.
Amazing spot!

$749,000 MLS 2123657

SANDY POINT
New Lots! 150’ of lakeshore
on the North Channel
$219,000 MLS.2116672

Jordan Chandler

Broker of Record
705 968 0195
jordan@theislandbrokerage.ca
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Your Island Connection

HAPPY

HALLOWEEN

LITTLE CURRENT

ONE LEVEL 2 BED 2 BATH HOME

$460,000 MLS: 2125248

KAGAWONG

WATERFRONT DREAM HOME

$884,900 MLS: 2123711

LITTLE CURRENT

BUILD YOUR HOME HERE
$58,900 MLS: 2124493

MANITOWANING

3.42 ACRE BUILDING LOT

$129,900 MLS: 2121981

FEATURE LISTING - 77 ROBINSON ST. - LITTLE CURRENT

THIS CUSTOM-BUILT BRICK HOME SHOWCASES EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP, SPACIOUS DESIGN,
AND MODERN COMFORT—PERFECT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. LOCATED IN THE HIGHLY SOUGHT-

FEATURE LISTING - 120 GOOSE GAP CRES. - BARRIE ISLAND

A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN A FULLY FUNCTIONAL OFF-GRID WATERFRONT COTTAGE,
ACCESSIBLE BY YEAR-ROUND ROAD. BUILT IN 2021 AND FULLY INSULATED, THE COTTAGE FEATURES

SAUNA, AND FIREPLACE.

LAKE MATINENDA

BOAT ACCESS PARADISE

$549,999 MLS: 2124067

SPRING BAY

COUNTRY STORE & CHARMING HOME
$649,900 MLS: 2120713

GORE BAY

1.55 ACRE BUILDING LOT

$159,000 MLS: 2121041

STEVE ROLSTON
BROKER OF RECORD
705-348-2381

AFTER WEST-END NEIGHBORHOOD, JUST A SHORT TWO-MINUTE WALK TO LOW ISLAND PARK WITH
WALKING TRAILS, PLAYGROUNDS, AND A PUBLIC BEACH. THE FULLY FINISHED LOWER LEVEL
PROVIDES A WELCOMING FAMILY RECREATION AREA COMPLETE WITH A FOURTH BEDROOM,

$749,000 MLS: 2125123

SOLAR POWER, BACK-UP GENERATOR, ON DEMAND HOT WATER AND PROPANE HEAT FOR YEAR
ROUND COMFORT. ENJOY A SANDY BEACH AREA WITH GRADUAL ENTRY, ABOUT 70 FEET OF
PRIVATE DOCK SPACE AND STUNNING ELEVATED VIEWS OVER SALMON BAY.

$399,000 MLS: 2124094

MINDEMOYA

33 ACRES - 627 FT WATERFRONTAGE

$499,000 MLS: 2122652

SPRING BAY

1 ACRE BUILDING LOT

$125,000 MLS: 2122649

SHEGUIANDAH

BOAT ACCESS WATERFRONT LOT

$110,000 MLS: 2122350

B NEW

MCGREGOR BAY

OWN YOUR OWN PRIVATE ISLAND

$175,000 MLS: 2125367

TEHKUMMAH

80 ACRES WITH STACK LOG CAMP
$259,000 MLS: 2124237

STONE’S LAKE

30 ACRES - 2300 FT SHORELINE

$319,000 MLS: 2122484

BAY ESTATESRD S

MOVE IN READY 2 BDRM HOME

$374,900 MLS: 2123754

KAGAWONG

2 COMMERCIAL & A RESIDENTIAL UNIT

$550,000 MLS: 2120813

ALLLISTINGS HERE *™

J. ALAN WRIGHT
BROKER
705-869-7568

ROB NORRIS H.B.A.
REALTOR
705-968-0030

EREDITH STE, LITTLE CURRENT
WWW.ROLSTONS.COM

AL FRANK
REALTOR
705-859-3297

LITTLE CURRENT

QUALITY DUPLEX W/LAKE VIEW

$589,000 MLS: 2124965

705-368-2381

ALAN MIHELCHIC
REALTOR
705-282-4602

LORI EDWARDS
OFFICE MANAGER
705-368-2381
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